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1. Define “Sovereign citizen” using New Zealand legislation definitions, 
given TDC as a corporate entity/person is bound by NZ legislation  – 
released on 27/10/2023
There is no definition of sovereign citizen as it is a generic term to cover a lose 
collection of ideologies which have also been described as pseudo-law or alternative 
law movements

2. Explain what TDC believes the definition of a “sovereign citizen” is  – 
released on 27/10/2023

As above

3. Has a list of alleged “sovereign citizens” been compiled by TDC? (Yes or 
No answers only required) – released on 27/10/2023

The Council has a Managed Customer List and depending on the nature of the 
correspondence individuals who may be ‘sovereign citizens’ are added to this list for 
the purposes of ensuring worker safety during any interactions including site or 
property visits.

4. Has the list been given to any other corporations, person or 
Government agency? – released on 27/10/2023

The Managed Customer list has not been shared with a Government Agency 
however it has been shared with Council contractors in line with the Council’s 
obligations under the Health and Safety at Work Act 2015 to protect worker safety. 
Information is only shared in line with the Councils powers and duties under the 
Privacy Act 2020

5. Have all of the people on this list been told they are on this list? – 
released on 27/10/2023

The list is for internal operational purposes to ensure staff safety and it should not 
affect the level of service an individual gets from Council.

6. Have the people on this list been told their private details have been 
passed on to other agencies? – released on 27/10/2023

Depending on the nature of the concerns the information may be passed to an 
appropriate agency such as the Police. This is done in line with the Privacy Act 2020 
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which does not require an individual to be informed.    

7. What evidence does TDC aquuire to detemine if someine is a “sovereign 
citizen”? – released on 27/10/2023

An individual usually identifies themselves as being connected to an ideology which 
has the view that the law does not apply to them in their correspondence. Often this 
will be a statement that they do not intend to pay a lawful charge or rate to Council.

8. What evidence is TDC using to determine that an alleged “sovereign 
citizen” is likely or has potential to cause harm? – released on 
27/10/2023

Please see attached a Threat Insight document which was provided to the Council.  
- “Threat Insight Document.pdf”
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9. how many ratepayers have refused to pay rates or abide by 
other council processes based on sovereign citizen ideals? What action 
have you taken regarding this? [and] Please include any threats to your 
staff or elected members from sovereign citizens. How many of these 
have been referred to police? – released on 02/05/2023

Attached is a selection of the letters received by the Council that meet your request. 

We wish to note, redactions have been made under section 7(2)(a) of the LGOIMA act due to 
Protection of Privacy of both the letter writers and staff members. 

In addition, the following statement can be attributed to the Council: 

Since the start of 2020, Tasman District Council has received an increased level of 
correspondence from individuals who claim that they are not subject to the laws of 
Aotearoa New Zealand and by extension those which Local Government operate under. 

We are aware of around 20 people who have, through their communications, indicated or 
made direct claims of Sovereign Citizenship, Allodial Title or perceived rights under the 
Freeman Movement. 

Most of the correspondence we receive follows almost templated formats which mirror 
similar claims sent to other councils around New Zealand.  

In taking this stance, these people are declaring they are exempt from any presently 
implemented legal constraints, including rates and fees for various Council services. 

These individuals will invariably spend some of the time using the roads that are created and 
maintained by the council, funded in part by rates revenue. They are likely to also use or 
benefit from other council services and works such as waste management facilities, 
floodwater protection, community facilities and the Council’s environmental management. 

Any decision to deny or refuse an obligation of payment for these services and infrastructure 
is disrespectful of the wider community who do operate and abide by the law. It also results 
in additional staff time time taken to process and deal with the claims which costs the 
ratepayers and can distract staff from other duties. For example the Council may be forced 
to take more formal legal action as individuals may claim not to recognise the Council’s 
authority to collect rates or manage the environmental effects of their actions.  

While the Council does made an effort to respond to the individual, outlining that the 
Council does not accept that the position has any legal merit and is not recognised under 
New Zealand law - this does not result in a change of behavior. 

What is also worrying is when the tone of correspondence escalates the exchange to a 
concerning level of antagonism against the council and occasionally, individual staff 
members. 
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Staff are also noticing an increase of trespass signs put up on private property and threats of 
fines, using the above as a justification for these actions. Staff safety is paramount to our 
organisation and any threat or statement with malicious intent is taken seriously. 

The Council works closely with other agencies such as the Police and Ombudsman as 
required to respond to these individuals.  
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