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6.1 ISSUING OF NEW LEASES IN MOTUEKA WARD IN LINE WITH NEW MANAGEMENT
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PRESENTATION

PURPOSE OF THIS PRESENTATION

The purpose of this presentation is to advise the Motueka Community Board that the leases listed
herein are currently being processed for renewal.

BACKGROUND

A very extensive consultation was undertaken to produce the Motueka Ward Reserves
Management Plan which was finalised May 2019. The community Board had an extensive role in
approving the Management Plan. The Full Council also approved this new plan.

Within the recommendations in the Management Plan are the leasing of Reserve areas to
Community Groups and other organisations.

Since 2017 Council Staff have been working to renew all Community Leases throughout the district.
With the Motueka Ward Reserves Management Plan being undertaken during 2018/2019, the lease
renewals in the Motueka Ward were deferred until this plan was approved by the Council.

This presentation is intended to inform the Community Board that Council Staff are well advanced
in terms of granting the Community Leases as recommended in the Management Plan.

LIST OF NEW LEASES TO BE ISSUED IN MOTUEKA WARD

/ Imagine Theatre Te Maatu 3 Woodland Ave /
Mot Rsv Mgmt Plan pg 127

/ Motueka Community Garden Trust Motueka Community Gardens 29 Old Wharf Rd / pg 137

/ Motueka District Museum Decks Reserve 9 Greenwood St / pg 116
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Motueka Golf Club
Motueka i-Site

Motueka Pottery Workshop
Motueka Sunday Market
Riwaka Croquet Club
Riwaka Rugby Clubrooms
Riwaka Rugby Grounds

Riwaka Scout Hall

NEXT STEPS AND TIMELINE

Following the acknowledgement by the Motueka Community Board of this report and any ensuing

Motueka Museum Reserve
Decks Reserve

Riwaka Memorial Reserve
Decks Reserve

Riwaka Memorial Reserve
Riwaka Rugby Clubrooms
Riwaka Rugby Grounds

Riwaka Memorial Reserve

140 High St / pg 109
Wallace St / pg 115

526 Main Rd Riwaka / pg 85
Wallace St / pg 115

526 Main Rd Riwaka / pg 85
738 Main Rd Riwaka / pg 82
690 Main Rd Riwaka / pg 82

526 Main Rd Riwaka / pg 85

discussion, Council Staff will prepare the final drafts of said leases, supply the leases to each
organisation for signing and finalise them, granting effect.



5.4.3 RIWAKA RUGBY CLUBROOMS
Location

The Riwaka Rugby Clubrooms are located at 738 Main Road
Riwaka (see Maps 9 and 10). The land is separated from the
state highway by a residential property and the Pioneer
Hall. Access is via two single-lane driveways.

Photo credit: AquaTaxis Riwaka Rugby Football Club 2017

Classification, Legal Description and Size

e  Unclassified

e legal Description: Lot 2 DP 9195 Blk X Kaiteriteri S
D

e Area: 0.5998 ha

This land parcel has not been declared a reserve under the
Reserves Act 1977, hence remains unclassified.

History

In 1976, the Waimea County Council purchased this land for
the specific purpose of providing a site for a clubhouse for
the Riwaka Rugby Football Club. The land was leased to the
Club for 21 years (i.e. from 1975 to 1996), with a right to a
further lease for a term of 21 years (i.e. from 1996 to 2017).

Values

The two-storey rugby clubrooms and surrounding gravel
car park dominate the land area. A fence separates the car
park from the neighbouring house; other boundaries are
unfenced. The land and clubrooms are the base for the
Riwaka Rugby Club.

The clubrooms are in very good condition. A grandstand is
situated between the clubrooms and playing fields to the
south (known as the ‘Trustees Reserve’, H.N. Cook donated
the playing fields area to the people of Riwaka in 1932).

Issues and Options

The lease to Riwaka Rugby Club for use of the rugby
clubroom building and grounds expired in 2017.

Outdoor music concerts are held on the adjacent Trustees
Reserves around Christmas/New Year. |n 2016, the Riwaka
Rugby Football Club obtained a land use consent to
undertake a commercial activity and the sale of liquor (to
hold four concerts per year for a period of 10 years) at 736
and 738 Main Road Riwaka that contravenes the permitted
activity noise level and has parking off-site. The car park
area on the rugby clubrooms site is also used in association
with these events.

Submitters to the Draft Plan alerted Council to the fact that
there is no legal right-of-way over the northern vehicle
entrance (i.e. between the State Highway and the
northeastern corner of the clubrooms land). Whilst the
current owners of the Pioneer Hall are happy to continue
to allow vehicles to cross their land to access the
clubrooms, ideally this arrangement should be formalised.

As at the time of writing, Council's Dog Control Bylaw
prohibits dogs on all Council sports fields and complexes.

POLICIES

1 Continue to allow the Riwaka Rugby Football Club
to use the land and clubroom building, in
accordance with the terms and conditions of a
new five-year lease (see Appendix 3, Table B).

2 Approach the owners of the adjacent Pioneer Hall
land to ask if they would consider working
together with Council to establish a legal right-of-
way over land that forms part of the northern
vehicle entrance.

Also see Council’s ‘Reserves General Policies’ document.

5.4.4 RIWAKA RUGBY GROUNDS

Location
The Riwaka Rugby Grounds are located at 690 Main Road
Riwaka (see Maps 9 and 10). It adjoins the Riwaka

Cemetery to the north, residential sections to the south and
rural land to the east.

Classification, Legal Description and Size

e  Unclassified
e Legal Description: Secs 99-100 Blk X Kaiteriteri S D
e Area:3.4575 ha

This land parcel has not been declared a reserve under the
Reserves Act 1977, hence remains unclassified.
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History

in 1982, the Waimea County Council purchased this land
with funds from the Land Subdivision Reserve Fund and a
loan, as playing fields. Freehold title was not issued until
1998. The land was leased to the Riwaka Rugby Football
Club for 11 years (i.e. from 1987 to 1998), but the lease was
not renewed after this date.

Values

The land is a large area of mown grass, used as playing fields
for rugby practice and tournaments — the home ground of
the Riwaka Rugby Football Club. A gravel car park separates
the playing fields from the highway. A hedge runs along
part of the eastern boundary.

Issues and Options

Sediment was deposited in the corners of the playing field
after ex-Cylclone Gita in February 2018,

An uninhabitable residential house remains onsite in the
southwestern corner of the reserve. Council resolved to
remove this house several years ago, but this task has yet
to be completed.

As at the time of writing, Council's Dog Control Bylaw
prohibits dogs on all Council sports fields and complexes.

POLICIES

1 Prioritise removal of the old house on the reserve.

Also see Council’s ‘Reserves General Policies’ document.
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5.4.5 RIWAKA MEMORIAL RECREATION
RESERVE

Location

Riwaka Memorial Recreation Reserve is located at 526
Main Road Riwaka (see Maps 9 and 11). The southeastern
corner of the reserve adjoins School Road.

Classification, Legal Description and Size

e  Classification: Recreation Reserve

e Legal Description: Secs 281 and 292 District of
Motueka, Lot 1 DP 7378 and Secs 4 and 5, Blk X
Kaiteriteri Survey District

e Area:1.5778 ha

History

The reserve is Crown land (formerly known as the Riwaka
Memorial Domain), vested in Council. The most recent
addition to the reserve took place in 1972, when Lot 1 DP
7378 was acquired as an addition to the Riwaka Memeorial
Domain. In 1981, all five parcels of land were classified as
Recreation Reserve (NZ Gazette 1981, p 3577).

Values

The Riwaka Memorial Recreation Reserve occupies a
prominent position on the corner of the state highway.
Memorial gates at the main entrance to the reserve
commemorate those who lost their lives in the 1914-1918
and 1939-1945 wars. Near the memorial gates is a small
area of garden and trees. A silver birch tree in the reserve
is listed as a Protected Tree under the Tasman Resource
Management Plan.

Key to buildings: 1=Tennis, 2=Scouts, 3=Croquét, 4=Croqt
pavilion, 5=Public toilets, 6=Pottery workshop, 7=Storage
shed

The reserve provides for both organised recreation and
informal recreational use. Croquet lawns and tennis courts
occupy the southern part of the reserve alongside the
highway. Access to this area is along a gravel drive off
School Road. Post and rail barriers separate the drive and
car park from grassed areas. Buildings located on the

reserve include a tennis pavilion, a Scouts den, croquet
rooms, croquet pavilion, pottery workshop, public toilets
and a storage shed. A small playground with two swings
and a picnic table is located behind the public toilets. The
northern half of the reserve remains undeveloped.

Issues and Options

For the past 45 years, the neighbouring landowner to the
northwest has been grazing sheep on the northern half of
the reserve and generally maintaining this area. Although
this land occasionally floods when the river overtops its

" banks, there is scope to develop this area of the reserve in

future. Submitters on the Draft Plan suggested that Council
work in partnership with others to recreate
wetland/swamp forest habitat here.

There is potential to replace and expand the range of
playground equipment provided. An upgraded playground
could be sited on the raised area of land in the northern half
of the reserve.

Undeveloped area of land in northern half of the reserve.
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The land was formerly a market garden, meaning use of
persistent agricultural chemicals may have taken place on
site.

Camping is not permitted in the reserve.

As at the time of writing, Council’s Dog Control Bylaw
prohibits dogs at Riwaka Memorial Recreation Reserve.

POLICIES

1 Continue to maintain the reserve as a venue for
both organised and informal recreation.

2 Upgrade the playground and expand the range of
playground equipment provided.

3 Continue to allow the neighbouring property
owner to graze sheep on the northern half of the
reserve via a written agreement, until Council is
ready to develop the area.

4 Develop the northern half of the reserve, by re-
instating wetland/swamp forest habitat and
providing an upgraded playground with seating on
the raised area of land. Plant a range of fruit trees
near the playground.

5 Continue to allow groups to use the various
buildings and facilities on the reserve, in
accordance with the terms and conditions of five-
year licenses to occupy (see Appendix 3, Table B).

6 Encourage use of the former tennis and scout
buildings by community/sports groups. If
relevant, issue licenses to occupy this building for
terms of up to five years (see Appendix 3, Table B).

5.4.6 GREEN TREE ROAD ESPLANADE RESERVE
Location

The Green Tree Road Esplanade Reserve is located at 61
Green Tree Road, Riwaka (see Maps 9 and 11). It lies
between the estuary and two residential sections. The main
access into the reserve is from the vehicle turning area and
boat ramp at the end of Green Tree Road.

Classification, Legal Description and Size

¢  Classification: Local Purpose (Esplanade) Reserve

e Legal Description: Lot 3 DP 6817 Blk X Kaiteriteri S
D

e Area: 0.0405 ha

History

The reserve was created in 1966 via subdivision and
classified as Local Purpose (Esplanade} Reserve in 2018.

Values

Most of the reserve area is mown grass and a few individual
trees. The boundary between the reserve and two
adjoining residential sections to the south is not obvious;
the reserve area appears to be an extension to their
gardens.

Issues and Options

Plant pest control is needed at this reserve. There is scope
to revegetate the coastal margin using appropriate native
species.

POLICIES

1 Undertake plant pest control on the reserve area
as required.

2 As time and resources allow, work towards
revegetating the coastal margin with native
species.

Also see Council’s ‘Reserves General Policies’ document.
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5.6.14 DECKS RESERVE
Location

Decks Reserve is located between Greenwood and Wallace
Streets, in central Motueka (see Maps 14 and 18).

Classification, Legal Description, Size and

Year Acquired

Decks Reserve is made up of five parcels of land:

(1) Asmall parcel of land adjoining Greenwood Street:
e  Unclassified
e Legal Description: Pt Sec 16 Block IV Motueka S D
e Area:0.0018 ha
e Year Acquired: 1954
This land parcel has not been declared a reserve under
the Reserves Act 1977, hence remains unclassified.

(2) Alarge parcel of land to the north, containing much of
the open space area and the northern part of the car
park:

e  Unclassified

e Legal Description: Pt Sec 153 District of Motueka
e Area: 1.2606 ha

e Year Acquired: 1954

This land parcel has not been declared a reserve under
the Reserves Act 1977, hence remains unclassified.

(3) Asmall parcel of land to the west, containing Motueka
Community House:
e Unclassified
e Legal Description: Lot 1 DP 11529
e Area: 0.0866 ha
e Year Acquired: 1983
This land parcel has not been declared a reserve under
the Reserves Act 1977, hence remains unclassified.

(4) A parcel of land adjoining Wallace Street, containing
the Japanese Garden and some of the open space area:
e Unclassified
e Legal Description: Pt Sec 293 Motueka SD
e Area:0.3611ha
e Year Acquired: 1978
This land parcel has not been declared a reserve under
the Reserves Act 1977, hence remains unclassified.

(5) Land parcel to the south-west, containing Motueka i-
SITE and the southern part of the car park:
e (lassification: Local Purpose (Information
Centre/Car Park) Reserve
¢ legal Description: Pt Lot 2 DP 5945
e Area: 0.2215 ha
¢ Year Acquired: 1978

History

In 1954, Motueka Borough Council purchased the two
northern parcels of land with frontage to Greenwood Street
from the estate of Mrs Deck. Subsequent purchases of land
adjacent to this block linked it through to Wallace Street
and increased the total area under Council ownership by
the end of 1983 to 1.9316 hectares. The entire area is
known as Decks Reserve, although only one of the five land
parcels is formally protected under the Reserves Act 1977.

Motueka Borough Council purchased the land parcel with
frontage to both Wallace and High Streets (Pt Lot 2 DP
5945) in 1978, as a community centre. The building on this
land parcel now operates as the Motueka i-SITE; Motueka
Community House is located on a separate land parcel to
the north. Pt Lot 2 DP 5945 was classified as Local Purpose
(Information Centre/Car Park) Reserve in 1998 (NZ Gazette
1998, p 4655).

Motueka i-SITE is the official tourist information centre for
the Abel Tasman National Park, Motueka, Marahau,
Kaiteriteri, Mapua, the Moutere and other parts of Tasman
District. Its main purpose is to provide information for
tourists, principally for accommodation and tourism
activities and experiences, but also for Motueka Ward
residents.

In June 1990, the old Motueka Courthouse was relocated
to Decks Reserve and renovated as a shared low-rental
venue for community groups. Motueka Community House
officially opened in November 1991. Originally seven

groups occupied rooms in the house. In 2001 a decision
was made to extend the facilities, as there was an increased
demand for community groups needing office space. Ten
groups now occupy the building. Motueka Community
House is an Incorporated Society, registered with the
Charities Commission and run by a committee that meets
monthly.

Kiyosato Japanese Gardens

Over the years, various development projects have been
promoted for this central park, but the ‘open green space’
concept has prevailed. The main green space area was
formerly a playing field, used for Fire Brigade practice and
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junior soccer, before both activities moved to Goodman
Recreation Park.

The Kiyosato Japanese Gardens in the southeastern corner
of Decks Reserve were established in honour of the
friendly towns’ relationship between Motueka and
Kiyosato, Japan (the relationship was first formed in 1990).

A feature footpath within the central green space area of
Decks Reserve opened in 2011. Engraved marble plagues
installed on paving stones along the walkway record
historical events of significant to the people of Motueka
and surrounds. Representatives from various groups
worked on this project for several years, including Council,
iwi, Motueka Community Board, Motueka Arts Council and
the Motueka Historical and District Association.

Values

Decks Reserve is a multi-purpose community space located
in central Motueka. In addition to community assets (the
Motueka i-SITE building, Motueka Community House, car
parking and public toilets), it also provides open space
areas for recreation, picnicking and relaxation.

Approximately two-thirds of the total area is open/green
space, including a large central mown area encircled by the
historical pathway, the Japanese Gardens and other formal
garden beds. Trees and shrubs (including a few fruit trees)
screen the borders and some of the existing buildings. The
northern part of Decks Reserve provides pedestrian access
to Greenwood Street and supports several large trees,
including titoki, tarata/lemonwood and t1 kouka/cabbage
trees. A playground is located near Community House.
Seating and picnic tables are also provided.

Currently, overnight camping in either self-contained or
non self-contained vehicles for a maximum stay of two
nights is permitted within the formed car park located in
the western/central area of Decks Reserve, as defined on
Figure 13 (Council's Freedom Camping Bylaw 2017).

Vehicle camping is permitted within the defined areas on
Figure 13 between the hours of 6pm and 7am every day,
except Sunday when the car park must be cleared by 6am.
The area shaded yellow is restricted to self-contained
vehicles only. The area shaded blue is restricted to non self-
contained vehicles only. In all other areas of the car
park/Decks Reserve, camping is not allowed.

Camping is restricted to a maximum period of two nights in
any calendar month or consecutive four-week period.
Campers must comply with Council’s Freedom Camping
Bylaw and the daytime parking restrictions that apply to
this car parking area.
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Figure 13: Vehicle camping areas at Decks Reserve car park,
as at May 2019.

Issues and Options

Council has received ongoing complaints about freedom
campers staying at the Decks Reserve car park since this
activity was authorised in December 2017. This issue
requires ongoing enforcement.

During 2019, Council is developing and consulting on a
Draft Freedom Camping Strategy for Tasman District. The
future of wvehicle camping at Decks Reserve will be
considered as part of this project. Depending on the
outcome of this separate public consultation process, an
amendment to the relevant policies of this Motueka Ward
Reserve Management Plan may be required, to give effect
to the new Freedom Camping Strategy. A review of
Council’s Freedom Camping Bylaw may also be required.

The Motueka Sunday Market operates every Sunday from
8am to 1pm, year round, in the Decks Reserve car park
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beside the i-SITE. This market has been operating since
1994. Council recently granted a short-term license to
occupy, for this purpose, expiring in 2019. This Plan
contemplates issuing a subsequent license for the Motueka
Sunday Market, for a term of five years (see Appendix 3,
Table B).

When community events are held on the main open space
area in the centre of Decks Reserve, vehicle access can be
difficult, particularly when they coincide with the Motueka
Sunday Market. At present, there is only one vehicle access
point onto the green space, located at the northeastern
corner of the car park. Future licences for the Motueka
Sunday Market or other similar activities should include the
requirement to share Decks Reserve with occasional other
community events, such as the annual Kai Festival.

Approximately 1100m? of space is required for a new
Motueka Library building. Council recently confirmed
Decks Reserve as the preferred site for the new library. A
separate public consultation process is being undertaken in
2019 to determine where on Decks Reserve the new

building will be located.

Decks Reserve has developed organically over time. Itis a
hidden gem, with scope for further enhancement. The
Motueka Library project provides an opportunity to
consider future development options for Decks
Reserve. Development could be planned in a more
cohesive way, highlighting Decks Reserve as the central
heart of Motueka town. Examples of potential
improvements could include:

e retention of a central open green space, with
future buildings oriented to overlook this area;

e installation of sculptures/fountains/artworks etc
(perhaps based on a theme, e.g. celebration of the
Motueka River);

e anew water-play area;

e additional seating;

e more landscaping/planting.

POLICIES

1 Manage for the provision of open space, informal
recreation, events and community facilities
(including the new Motueka Library).

2 Continue to maintain the walkway through the
reserve, to provide pedestrian access between
Greenwood Street and Wallace Street.

3 Buildings and facilities at Decks Reserve should
ideally be sited near the outer boundaries or on
the area currently used as a car park, and most of
the central green space should be kept free of
permanent structures.

4 Undertaken further consultation and strategic
planning regarding the future development of
Decks Reserve, to progress the ‘central heart of
Motueka’ concept. Form a working group to
oversee this project and invite iwi and key
stakeholders to participate in this group.

5 Issue a short-term lease over the Motueka i-SITE
building, a short-term license to occupy the
Motueka Community House and a short-term
license to run the Motueka Sunday Market. Each
lease/license should have the same end date (i.e.
two months after Council has made a final decision
on the site within Decks Reserve where the new
Motueka Library will be located), so that they can
be reviewed concurrently in future.

6 Once Council has made a final decision on the site
for the new Motueka Library, any future leases
and licenses for buildings/activities on Decks
Reserve should have a term of up to five years (see
Appendix 3, Tables A and B).

7 Install a drinking water fountain at Decks Reserve,
once the new water pipeline for the Motueka
Library is in place.

8 If provided for, overnight camping at Decks
Reserve must comply with Council’s Freedom
Camping Bylaw and the daytime parking
restrictions that apply to the car parking area.

Also see Council’s ‘Reserves General Policies’ document.
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day. Some of the clearings have been replanted with native
species and the forest is now considerably denser than in
1950. Unfortunately some of the plants used were not
indigenous to this area and further compromised the
ecological value.

In the 1990s walking tracks were constructed throughout
the bush. A smaller area at the eastern edge of the existing
bush reserve was added in 1993 and classified as Scenic
Reserve in 2018.

Natural Values

Te Maatu/Thorp Bush contains the largest remnant of
lowland podocarp-hardwood forest left in the Motueka
Ecological District. Totara-titoki forest now dominates,
with a small area of matai forest and occasional kahikatea,
which would have been more numerous in the past. Some
of the emergent and canopy trees are hundreds of years
old, but other trees and the present understorey are more
recent secondary growth.

Te Maatu/Thorp Bush has been assessed as a significant
habitat, by the ‘Native Habitats Tasman’ programme.
Today less than 1% of the original forest remains in the
Motueka Ecological District. Although it is much modified,
Te Maatu/Thorp Bush has immense ecological value as the
largest remnant of its type. It also contains some trees that
are now uncommon in this area, such as white maire and
pokaka. It is classed as an acutely threatened ecosystem.
Detailed information about the ecological values of Te
Maatu/Thorp Bush are contained in Part 3, Section 1.3.5 of
this Plan.

Cultural Heritage Values

As outlined in the history section above, Te Maatu is highly
significant to iwi/Maori.

The Ngati Rarua Atiawa Iwi Trust, who represent the
descendants of the original Maori land owners of Motueka,
are planning to gift two pou (sentinel carvings) to stand at
the entrance of Te Maatu/Thorp Bush. The pou will
represent two significant leaders who played an important
role in Motueka’s history. Together, these pou will stand
tall at the entrance of the bush and guard the last remaining
piece of Te Maatu - the Big Wood.

Recreation Values

Te Maatu/Thorp Bush is a popular destination for informal
outdoor recreation. This sheltered, peaceful rest area near
central Motueka offers a partially shaded playground area,
picnic areas and seating, mown grass areas and several

2 Thorp Bush Management Plan, February 1998, 14p.
Prepared for Tasman District Council by David Sissons.

walkway options - including a link (via Woodlands Drain
Walkway) to the Motueka Recreation Centre and a
pedestrian access way from Avalon Court. A new
entranceway off Woodland Avenue, including two pou and
interpretive signage, welcomes visitors to Te Maatu/Thorp
Bush. The Imagine Theatre building provides practice and
performance space for a local amateur theatre group,
dance classes and other activities. Community events such
as Teddy Bear’s picnic and outdoor movies are held each

year.

Issues and Options

The first management plan for the reserve was prepared in
1998, Important management issues (which remain valid
today) include: the protection of the remnant native
species, restoration of the forest community, removal of
non-native species, and provision of areas for informal
recreation.

Iwi/Maori aspirations for this reserve include:

e toincrease opportunities for Iwi/Maori to practice
customs and traditions associated with Te
Maatu/Thorp Bush;

e to protect, enhance and maintain the mauri of the
area when considering any use and impact on the
environment;

e to undertaken restoration planting of native
trees/shrubs;

e to have access to culturally important mahinga kai
areas;

e to hold wananga at Te Maatu/Thorp Bush; and

e toinstall Pou and interpretation panels.

POLICIES

1 Manage the natural/ecological values of Te
Maatu/Thorp Bush in accordance with the
objectives and policies set out in Part 3, Section
1.3.5 of this Plan.

2 Upgrade the entranceway to Te Maatu/Thorp
Bush on Woodlands Avenue. Install the gifted pou
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at the entrance, along with interpretation panels
explaining the history of this reserve.

3 Concentrate recreational uses in the northwestern
part of Te Maatu/Thorp Bush, utilising the existing
mown area.

4 Continue to develop and upgrade the playground,

while ensuring there are no impacts on the native
forest. Install equipment that caters for a range
of ages and abilities, siting some equipment in
shaded spaces and other equipment in more open
areas.

5 Ensure that recreational activities do not damage
the native vegetation (e.g. install signage
encouraging people to cycle only on the gravel
paths and avoid trampling plants).

6 Remove all asphalt from the parking/turnaround
area located near the pedestrian accessway to
Avalon Court (whilst maintaining the through
road) and revegetate this area with eco-sourced
native forest species.

7 Continue to allow groups to use the Imagine
Theatre building and storage sheds, in accordance
with the terms and conditions of a licence to
occupy these spaces (see Appendix 3, Table B).

8 If land to the east is subdivided in future, consider
establishing a walkway link through to Thorp
Street.

Also see Council’s ‘Reserves General Policies’ document.

5.6.21 WOODLANDS DRAIN WALKWAY
Location

Woodlands Drain Walkway is located between Te
Maatu/Thorp Bush and the northern end of Goodman
Recreation Park, Motueka (see Maps 20 and 21).

Classification, Legal Description, Size and

Year Acquired

Land parcel to the north:

e Unclassified

e Legal Description: Lot 1 DP 17958

e Area:0.5973 ha

e  Year Acquired: 1999
This land parcel has not been declared a reserve under the
Reserves Act 1977, hence remains unclassified.

Land parcel to the south:
e  (Classification: Local Purpose (Utility) Reserve

e Legal Description: Lot 2 DP 406194
e Area:0.1348 ha
e Year Acg_q_iie_d' 2009

o

Woodlands Drain Walkway is on the far left and Goodman
Recreation Park to the right of the drain.

History

The land parcel to the north was purchased from a
neighbouring landowner in 1999 and has not been declared
a reserve.

The reserve area to the south was created via subdivision
in 2009 and classified as Local Purpose (Utility) Reserve in
2018.

Values

This strip of land serves a dual purpose as both a large
stormwater drain and a walkway/cycleway linkage
between Te Maatu/Thorp Bush and Goodman Recreation
Park. The gravel path runs parallel to the western border.
Small shrubs and mown grass separate the path from the
open drainage ditch. The drain runs parallel to the western
border.

Issues and Options

No known issues or development plans.

POLICIES

1 Continue to maintain the gravel path on this strip
of land, to provide walking and cycling access
between Te Maatu/Thorp Bush and Goodman
Recreation Park.

2 Allow long grass to grow along either side of
drainage ditch, to provide habitat from freshwater

species.

Also see Council’s ‘Reserves General Policies’ document.
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5.6.32 MOTUEKA COMMUNITY GARDENS

Location

The Motueka Community Gardens are located at 33 Old
Wharf Road, Motueka (see Maps 20 and 22), opposite the
Motueka Recreation Centre. The gardens cover a small
area located in the northwestern corner of a large parcel of
Council-owned land.

Classification, Legal Description and Size

e Unclassified

e Legal Description: Lot 1 DP 20082

e Area of gardens: approximately 0.4 ha (total area
of land parcel is 54.93 ha)

This land parcel has not been declared a reserve under the
Reserves Act 1977, hence remains unclassified.

History

The Motueka Borough Council purchased this land from the
Proprietors of Wakatd Inc in 1986. Most of the land parcel
forms part of the Moutere Inlet. Land in the northwestern
corner was previously an old bark dump and tip site; some
of this land has been reclaimed from the estuary over time.

Values

Over the past decade, the northwestern corner of this land
parcel has been developed into an established community
gardens, run by the Motueka Community Gardens Trust.
This community garden space is available for use by
Motueka residents to grow organic vegetables and fruit.
Several fruit trees have been planted, raised beds created
and a tunnel house, glasshouse and various garden sheds
installed onsite.

Issues and Options

As the location of the community gardens is within a former
landfill, the contaminated land poses a potential hazard to
human health. This problem has been mitigated by
creating raised beds and importing clean soil to fill the beds.
Itis important that no beds are dug directly into the ground
- all new beds should also be raised.

Council has previously issued a license to occupy the land
to the voluntary group who run the community gardens.
This license expired in 2016. This draft RMP proposes that
a new license be issued to the Motueka Community
Gardens Trust for a standard five-year term.

POLICIES

1 Continue to allow the Motueka Community
Gardens Trust to use the 0.4 ha area of land in
accordance with the terms and conditions of a
new five-year license to occupy, requiring the
Trust to maintain the grounds and structures at
their expense (see Appendix 3, Table B).

2 Ensure that all vegetables are only grown in raised
beds, filled with imported and non-contaminated
soil/compost, in order to protect human health.
This should be included as a condition of any
license to occupy the land.

3 Ensure that any license to occupy the land includes
the requirement to avoid planting fruit or
vegetables in mapped locations known to be
potentially hazardous to human health.

Also see Council’s ‘Reserves General Policies’ document.

5.6.33 MOTUEKA SKATEPARK/BIKE TRACK/
GO- KART TRACK

Location

The Motueka skatepark and bike track are located at 33 Old
Wharf Road, Motueka (see Maps 20 and 22), opposite the
Goodman Recreation Park and Sanctuary Ponds. The
skatepark and bike track are located alongside the northern
boundary of a large parcel of Council-owned land.

ooking south across Goodmn Rereation Park towards
the skatepark, from bridge over Woodlands Drain.

Classification, Legal Description and Size

e  Unclassified

e Legal Description: Lot 1 DP 20082

e Area: approximately 2.9 ha (total area of land
parcel is 54.93 ha)
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Science
John Hearnshaw

- ew Zealand is a world
leader in the fight
- against light pollution,
the damage caused by
street and other outdoor

The problem has been 100
years in the making, but only in
the past two decades have we
become acutely aware of the
adverse effects on human health,
on the environment and on star-
gazing, not to mention the
wasted electricity that is needed
to send light into the sky where

et v 1 Serves no purpose.
| Thel

New Zealand Starlight
Conference, which opened in
Tekapo yesterday, explores the
theme “Towards a dark-sky
nation”.

The conference will explore
all these issues and will be a
multidisciplinary meeting
involving astronomers,
stargazers, astro-tourism
operators, lighting engineers,
environmentalists, health
professionals, park rangers and
local government officials. There
are 112 participants from New
Zealand and 16 from overseas.

We hope to visit the new
Dark-Sky Project building with
the restored Brashear Telescope.

New Zealand has become a
world leader in dark-sky
protection and astro-tourism,
thanks to our dark skies,
especially in the Mackenzie
region of the South Island.

ThePress Monday, October 21,2019

Brashear Tel 2

I The Brashear Telescope is a
famous instrument that helped
grow astronomical knowledge in
the late-19th century.

B It was named after the famed
American instrument-maker
John Brashear and gifted to the
University of Canterbury in the
1960s.

i It was supposed to be restored
and installed at the Mt John
Observatory in Tekapo but there
was not enough money and it fell
into disrepair. d

i It has now been restored and
can be viewed in the Dark Sky
Project building on the shores of
Lak%se TEKm.;- - , 2 i < e A ;
About 150,000 astro-tourists
come here for stargazing
annually. Many are from China,
Japan and the megacities of
Asia, where light pollution
means these city-dwellers never
see a beautiful, star-studded
night sky.

The Aorangi Mackenzie
International Dark Sky Reserve
was the first dark sky place
recognised here when it was
established in 2012 by the
International Dark-Sky
Association of Tucson, Arizona.

Representatives from the
association will be at the
conference to guide a dozen or
more aspiring dark sky
communities in this country
towards future accreditation.

So far there are three places
with dark-sky accreditation in
New Zealand - the other two are

Aotea7Great Barrier Island and
Rakiura/Stewart Island.

In a few years there could be
more than a dozen, emphasising
New Zealand’s leadership in this
new environmental proteetion.

Earth’s artificially lit outdoor
area grew by 2 per cent a year
between 2012 and 2016, according
to a study by the GFZ German
Research Centre for Geoscience.
About 80 per cent of the world’s
population live under light-
polluted skies.

“It is [a problem],” sleep
researcher Dr Neil Stanley told
The Daily Telegraph earlier this
month.

“Light and dark are key to
our circadian rhythm [body

~ clock] and therefore our sleep.

As the sun sets, we release
melatonin and, somewhere
between one to three hours after
that, we go to sleep.

“We are exquisitely sensitive
to the dark-night cycle,” he said.
“The problem is we now have
the ability to conquer the night.”

Norwegian writer Sigri
Sandberg told the paper:
“Human beings are diurnal
animals that need day and night,
light and darkness, activity and
rest. Darkness has, since the
start, given us this fantastic
opportunity to do nothing, and to
rest,” said the author of An Ode
to Darkness.

“And darkness, along with
silence, is necessary for us.”

John Hearnshaw is chair of the
Stariight Conference Organising
Comimittee.
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Motueka Site
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Advertising
Panel this end

Location: Outside 177 High Street Motueka

Coordinates: X 1600935.18, Y 5448847.55

Road Type: State Highway 60, on the main road in the Town Centre
Zone: Central Business

Speed limit: 50kph

Traffic Count AADT: 14,300

Pedestrian Count:

N/A
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