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Archaeological 
sites in district 
recorded
Council has received a report that assesses the cultural 
significance of many of Tasman District’s significant known 
Maori archaeological sites and waahi tapu (sacred places). 
Mitchell Research prepared the report for Tiakina te Taiao 
Ltd, which was contracted by Tasman District Council to 
complete the work.

The report breaks the district into eight geographic areas and 
describes patterns of occupation and key events in history 
relating to the sites, with reference to events as far back as 
the 16th and 17th centuries. The main focus is on events in 
the 19th century. The report outlines the history of Maori 
occupation and use of the area, the cultural significance of the 
sites, and identifies some sites that are not recognised in the 
New Zealand Archaeological Association records.

Included are 75 maps showing the location of sites, and 
comments regarding issues pertinent to the long-term 
management and preservation of sites. Of particular concern 
to the authors of the report is the loss of, or damage to, 
previously recorded sites, refusal by landowners to allow 
archaeologists access to sites, and widespread destruction 
of previously unrecorded sites through development and 
land use.

Council Policy Planner Stephanie Trevena said the report was 
important because it adds to Council’s understanding of the 
nature and significance of the sites.

“Knowledge about the historical events adds meaning to the 
values of the sites. This information about the Maori cultural 
values of sites sits alongside that already received from the 
consultant archaeologist about the archaeological values of all 
sites in the district, including European sites,” said Stephanie.

Pest of the month
Buddleia weevil trial under way
Tasman District Council biosecurity officers undertook the 
first South Island release of the buddleia leaf weevil (Cleopus 
japonicus) at two sites in Tasman and Nelson in April. The 
weevil is a biocontrol agent for the purple-flowering buddleia 
(Buddleia davidii), a boundary control pest in the Tasman-
Nelson Regional Pest Management Strategy. 

This species of buddleia is a vigorous woody shrub. Its bright 
purple to mauve panicles have made it a popular garden 
plant that is very attractive to butterflies. However, its prolific 
seeding habit, its ability to establish on a wide range of sites 
and its rapid growth rates have seen it become a widespread 
pest. It is a problem for forest owners and is estimated to cost 
between $0.7 million and $2.5 million in control costs and 
lost production annually.

Buddleia grows on waste land in and around many quarries 
and its seed can easily be transported into new sites in gravel. 
Landowners need to take care in sourcing their gravel and 
be vigilant in managing any introduced weeds. It has also 
become well-established on terraces on a number of local 
rivers, restricting access and impeding water flow. 

To date, herbicides have offered the most effective means 
of control, but the results are short-term and there is 
rapid regrowth from seed. A biocontrol agent offers the 
opportunity to reduce herbicide use, assisting with long-term 
control by feeding on buddleia leaves and slowing its growth.  

The buddleia weevil had undergone a rigorous testing 
process over a 10-year period by Ensis (previously Forest 
Research) to ensure that it will not attack desirable species. 
It was cleared by ERMA for limited release in New Zealand 
in 2006. The first releases were undertaken at five sites in the 
Central North Island where it has been closely monitored. 
This work has been funded by the forest industry and central 
government, through the Foundation of Research, Science 
and Technology.

Buddleia leaf weevil, 
(Cleopus japonicus).

Purple-flowering buddleia 
(Buddleia davidii).

New engineering standards take effect
Council has undertaken a review of its engineering standards 
and policies and the new rules come into effect on 1 July 2008.
The review was necessary because of changes in technology, 
products available and environmental concerns.
The main changes from the previous standards affect 
sustainability, stormwater and roading. 
Sustainability is given a higher priority, particularly where 
erosion and stormwater management are concerned. The 
standards allow for rain tanks to be used to preserve water and 
rain gardens to filter pollutants and deal with stormwater in an 
environmentally sensitive way. 

Changes have also been made to the requirements for training 
contractors who work on Council-owned infrastructure, and to 
insurance and liability requirements for contractors.
Tasman District Council Development Engineer Dugald Ley 
said Council retained an element of flexibility in dealing with 
engineering standards. “We want to encourage contractors to 
go beyond the basics and the new standards allow for proposals 
that have a positive environmental impact or offer higher levels 
of sustainability or long term benefit,” he said.
Copies of the standards are available from the Engineering 
Secretary, phone 03 543 8524.

The Mitchell report was commissioned as part of an 
ongoing policy review in relation to archaeological 
sites and waahi tapu, and will be made available to the 
public through Council’s website soon. The report is 
supplementary to a previous report (August 2007) that 
assesses the archaeological values of the sites.
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