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New Environmental 
Education Officer brings 
wide experience
Council’s new Environmental 
Education Officer Rob Francis 
brings a wealth of experience 
in community development and 
education to his new position. 
He has previously worked in 
stopping violence programmes, 
marae coordination, mental 
health services and planning and 
also has a strong interest in caring 
for the environment. 

“The environment is about all 
of us, and caring for it means 
minimising our footprint and 
maximising our efforts to create a sustainable future for both the 
natural and the human environment,” he said. 

Rob is also a musician, singer and songwriter and lives 
in Motueka. He was instrumental in setting up Fresh FM 
community radio and chaired it for six years.

Rob said his new role was a great opportunity to make a 
difference for the district. 

“I am looking forward to getting involved with the care of our 
environment, with and on behalf of the community,” he said.

The first big event on Rob’s calendar is Ecofest, on 16 and 17 
August 2008 at Founders Park, and he is also looking at what 
else is happening around the region and at how he can encourage 
participation in sustainable environmental management.

Council’s new Environmental 
Education Officer Rob Francis.

Pest of the month
Some pests have escaped from gardens
Many of the remnants of New Zealand’s native ecosystems 
are under threat from weeds. From an estimated 30,000 
plants that have been introduced into New Zealand since 
European settlement, about 2,500 have formed wild 
populations and more than 300 plants have become major 
environmental pests. Some well-known examples are:

• Old Man’s Beard in shrublands and the margins of 
forestlands

• Banana Passion Vine in many of our gully systems 
smothering shrubs and trees

• Wandering Jew in shaded situations under forest canopies 

• Barberry on many of our reverting hillsides 

Pest plants have the ability to smother trees and shrubs and 
prevent regeneration in wetlands, coastal areas, riparian areas 
and forest margins and remnants. 

About 75 percent of New Zealand’s terrestrial weeds and 
50 percent of its freshwater weeds are thought to have 
established after escaping from gardens. Each year an 
average of eight garden plant species become naturalised 
into the wild.

These pests usually have one or more of the following 
characteristics that allow them to successfully compete with 
native plants: 

• tolerate a wide range of soil and climatic conditions

• rapid growth rates

• prolific seed producers and effective means of seed 
distribution (wind, birds, animals, water, gravel, clothing 
or footwear, vehicles)

• seed that can remain viable for many years

• the ability to grow from stem fragments, roots or seed 
heads

• difficult to control with conventional methods

The National Plant Pest Accord has been an effective means 
of identifying potential pest plants before they are introduced 
into New Zealand as garden plants. However, there are many 
existing plants in gardens that have the ability to establish 
and spread in the wild. To avoid spreading pest plants, 
gardeners are asked to:

• recognise potential pest plants in gardens and remove them

• take care when disposing of garden plants. Bury them or 
use a recognised disposal site (landfill or transfer station) 
but don’t dump them

• purchase garden plants that will not become pests

A booklet titled Plant me Instead provides a series of 
attractive alternatives, native and introduced, to many 
common pest plants in region. It is available from Council 
and Department of Conservation offices.

Old Man’s Beard Banana Passion Vine

Golden Bay sewage 
ponds being cleaned out
The sewage ponds at Collingwood, Takaka and Upper 
Takaka are being emptied for the first time in their 20-odd 
year life. Project Manager David Burn said the solid waste 
was being taken to Eves Valley where the waste is being 
spread thinly among the landfill there. 

Mr Burn said approximately 1000 tonnes of sludge will be 
removed from the ponds. The work started in early April 
2008 and should be completed by the end of July 2008.




