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Civil Defence exercise – Lessons learnt

“Exercise Sand” involved more than 40 
personnel from both Tasman District and Nelson 
City Councils, Fire Service, Police, Ambulance, 
the District Health Board and Work and Income.  

The exercise was led by the Police as part of a regional, multi-agency 
approach to emergency management. The Nelson Tasman Emergency 
Management Office provided support.  

The exercise was designed to test the crucial handover procedures 
as the emergency escalated from a chemical spill and fire (involving 
the Fire Service) to an evacuation (with Police initially taking the lead) 
and resulting in a growing toxic cloud with major consequences for 
the population of Richmond.  It was at this point that Civil Defence 
took over leadership of the operation and an emergency was formally 
declared by Mayor Richard Kempthorne.

Nelson Tasman Emergency Management Manager Roger Ball says the 
exercise was valuable for all concerned.

“It’s important to get the various agencies together regularly so that 
we understand each others’ roles and capabilities.  This exercise 
helped us practise our response to a major incident that could impact 
on thousands of people.” 

The exercise involved an emergency at a factory site that escalated 
to the point where a school and residential area were evacuated and 
a Welfare Centre had to be set up.   Emergency services imposed a 
no-fly zone over the site, given the toxic fumes billowing skyward.  
Contingency plans were put in place for potential damage to the main 
power feeder line to Motueka.  

“While we all hope such an incident will never happen, it is our 
responsibility to ensure we are as prepared as we can be,” says Roger.

Madeira vine (Anredera cordifolia) is a succulent 
evergreen South American vine, introduced into 
New Zealand as a garden plant. 

The vine is characterised by glossy, heart-shaped green succulent leaves 
and the warty aerial tubers found year-round on the vine. From March 
to April, it produces a dense covering of small fragrant cream flowers on 
narrow racemes to 20cm long.

The combination of fleshy leaves and aerial tubers make it heavy 
enough to damage or smother host trees. It grows vigorously from a 
fleshy rhizome root that will tolerate a wide range of soil conditions. 
As no fruit or seed is produced, Madeira vine relies entirely on 
vegetative spread by either rhizome breakup or tuber dispersal.  
The tubers can remain viable in the soil for up to five years.

Control of this pest 
must include tuber 
containment; these fall 
freely when the vine is 
pulled. This will involve 
intensive ground 
raking, and using 
ground covers to catch 
tubers if vine pulling. 
All tubers and vegetative material must be collected and destroyed to 
prevent further spread.

The Council believes that it is possible to eradicate Madeira vine  
and it has been included as a Total Control pest in the Regional  
Pest Management Strategy. If you know of this plant on your property 
or have seen it elsewhere, please contact a Biosecurity Officer Ph  
03 543 8400, who will advise on and assist with its control.

Pest of the Month
Madeira vine (Anredera cordifolia)

LAUNCH POT LUCK DINNERLAUNCH POT LUCK DINNERLAUNCH POT LUCK DINNER
Friday 16 July 2010 – 6.00pm–8.00pm, The Granary, Founders ParkFriday 16 July 2010 – 6.00pm–8.00pm, The Granary, Founders Park

WWW.ECOFESTNELSONTASMAN.CO.NZ

Bring “All LOCAL” pot luck dinner contribution, plates and cutlery




