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Pest of the month
Magpies
Black-backed and white-backed magpies were introduced 
from Australia in the 1860s to control farm pasture pests. 
Both sub-species have inter-bred and are now regarded as a 
single species. Like many other introduced species, the lack 
of natural predators has resulted in a rapid increase in their 
numbers. 

Their expansion in range and numbers throughout New 
Zealand has led to many anecdotal reports of this intelligent 
and territorial bird harassing, displacing and even killing 
smaller birds, particularly during the breeding season. A 
small number have also been known to attack humans 
walking, jogging or cycling by.  However, results from a 
four-year study by Landcare Research scientists noted that 
while magpies do chase and sometimes kill other birds, 
they are less of a threat to native species than predators 
such as rats and mustelids.  As magpie numbers increase, 
native birds become less conspicuous, but there is less 
impact on their numbers than previously thought.  Intensive 
trapping can reduce magpie numbers and minimise these 
effects.

In Tasman District magpies are in an expansion phase, 
with the largest numbers in the intensively grazed areas 
adjoining St Arnaud, Tapawera and Wakefield, from 
where they are spreading into other areas.  Since 2001, 
landowners have been encouraged to control the increasing 
numbers of magpies. They have been slow to colonise 
Golden Bay as a result of the local trapping programmes.

The Council’s biosecurity officers lend traps and provide 
“call-birds” to attract wild birds to the trap. Interest by rural 
landowners in this programme has exceeded expectations 
and more than a thousand birds have been trapped over the 
last six years. 

Biosecurity officers will continue to support this initiative.  
If you would like more information on trapping or to 
discuss trap or call-bird availability, please contact a 
biosecurity officer at Tasman District Council. 

The Tasman-Nelson Regional Pest Management Strategy 
classifies magpies as a containment pest and the Council 
encourages owners and occupiers to control them in rural 
areas. It is illegal to sell, breed or distribute them.

Magpie

Lane space has been at a premium at the ASB Aquatic Centre 
during August 2008, as swimmers have taken on the challenge 
to Go for Gold – timed to make the most of the Olympic 
fervour. Swimmers signed up for a bronze (400 lengths), silver 
(1400 lengths) or gold (2500 lengths) challenge, and had to 
swim their chosen distance before 29 August 2008. The lanes 
are open for challenge swimmers on weekdays before 2.30 pm. 

“We don’t have the lane space outside of those times,” said 
Aquatic Coordinator Cherie Thomas.

Staff at the pool have been delighted at the public response 
to the challenge, which started on 1 August 2008, with 76 
swimmers registered plus 16 staff members. 

“We’ve got 46 Bronze swimmers, 19 Silver and 11 Gold, and 
ages range from nine years old to over 80,” Cherie said. 

Prizes were up for grabs in each category for the first male and 
female swimmer over their chosen distance, with a $100 dinner 
voucher from Radioworks for the Gold swimmers, tickets for 
the Abel Tasman Dine and Walk Tour for the Silver swimmers 
and a Pamper Pack from the Spa at Monaco for the Bronze 
swimmers.

Results so far: 

GOLD First male Malcolm Fairhall

SILVER First male Matt Stott

SILVER First female Anne Marr

BRONZE First male Paul Borcovsky

BRONZE First female Gwen Lloyd

They’re going for gold
at the ASB Aquatic Centre

Staff member Malcolm Mitchell and 10 year old bronze swimmer 
Chloe Anderson-Melville take a break from swimming their 
lengths for the Go for Gold challenge at the ASB Aquatic Centre.




