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Group plans to plant 
community orchards
A group has been formed to investigate planting “open 
orchards” around the region.  The goal of the Open Orchard 
Project is to increase the number of fruit and nut trees in public 
places.  The idea is being led by the Nelson Marlborough 
District Health Board with support from Tasman District 
Council, Nelson City Council, the Nelson Environment Centre, 
Nelson Community Organic Gardens Trust and others.

Initial brainstorming has produced lots of great ideas such as:

• Propagating seedlings from hardy and robust heritage fruit 
and nut trees that have stood the test of time in Nelson and 
Tasman conditions;

• Using fruit trees as part of Council plantings in appropriate 
parks and reserves;

• Working with schools to establish school orchards;

• Working with developers to save existing fruit and nut trees 
and to plant more in common land areas of developments;

• Producing a map of the known fruit and nut trees in the area 
so that people can go out in search of free, organic goodies.

There are plenty of benefits of open orchards, such as reducing 
the need to transport fruit long distances, promoting healthy 
eating, making free fruit available to low income families, 
improving the nutritional quality of fruit by using heritage 
varieties, and providing native birds with additional food 
sources.

The intention is to use traditional varieties of fruit and nut 
trees that are hardy, disease and drought resistant and require 
far less maintenance than commercial varieties.  Research has 
also shown that many heritage fruit varieties contain flavonoids 
and phytochemicals that can help fight cancers and boost your 
immune system.

The next stage of the project is to enlist people with expertise in 
growing heritage fruit and nut trees, and to collate a database of 
existing heritage trees in Nelson and Tasman. 

If you have any 
relevant experience 
or knowledge and 
would like to be 
involved please get 
in touch.  Or if you 
have or know of any 
heritage fruit or nut 
trees that produce 
good quality, disease 
resistant produce the 
group would love 
to hear about them.  
Contact Tasman 
District Council 
Environmental 
Education Officer 
Jeremy Butler, Ph 
543 8484 or email 
jeremy.butler@tdc.
govt.nz.

Pest of the month
Protecting our wetlands from pest plants
Protection of natural wetlands is an important outcome 
from the new Tasman-Nelson Regional Pest Management 
Strategy. This strategy includes two similar grasses that can 
invade wetlands, but only occur in limited locations.  

Reed Sweet Grass (Glyceria Maxima)
This is a tall grass on the edge of wetlands growing up 
to 1.8m tall, with light green leaves up to 50cm long that 
may be upright or floating.  Reed Sweet Grass can form 
dense, impenetrable mats that impede access and drainage, 
causing silt to accumulate and resulting in flooding. It 
can smother other vegetation that exists in or near aquatic 
areas, and downgrade the habitat for aquatic animals. It has 
been implicated in the poisoning of cattle. It can spread 
by rhizome fragments or by seed in mud on machinery, 
footwear, livestock, or in water.

Reed Canary Grass (Phalaris Arundinacea)
This is a tall, perennial grass often found on the edge of 
water bodies, and growing up to 2m tall, with leaves up 
to 0.5m long. It also has the potential to invade wetlands, 
where it forms dense sprawling stands up to a metre tall 
that smother and impede regeneration of other vegetation. 
It can spread by rhizome fragments or by seed in mud on 
machinery, footwear, livestock, or in water.

Biosecurity staff will be checking areas at risk from 
infestation for these two pest plants and would welcome 
information from the public on known infestations 
throughout the region. Distribution of these pest plants is 
currently limited and its classification in the strategy as a 
progressive control pest is expected to provide sufficient 
protection for remnant wetlands.

If you have information please contact Tasman District 
Council.




