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You don’t need
to be alone 
when tackling 
your debts.
Let NZCU South’s Money Management Service help you get on top of 
your debts, so you can look forward to a debt free future.
You will receive ongoing “one on one” professional help.  Become debt 
free and attain those financial goals with this valuable service.

Contact your local NZCU South Branch for more information

Money
Management

Nelson  Shop 2A, 126 Trafalgar St,  Ph: 548 9821
Richmond 250 Queen St,  Ph: 544 2435
nelsoncu@nelsoncu.co.nz    www.nzcusouth.co.nz
Savings, investments and deposits in Credit Union South are shares 
secured by a First Ranking registered Trust Deed. A current Investment 
Statement and Prospectus are available. Credit Union South has a 
guarantee under the New Zealand guarantee scheme.

Saffron thistle is widespread in 
parts of Australia, from where 
it was accidentally introduced 
here as a contaminant in 
imported wheat. 

It was first recorded in New Zealand in 1931 
and most of the early infestations were 
associated with fowl runs, but it has since 
become established on farmland.

Saffron thistle is an upright, woody-stemmed, 
hairy annual thistle with solitary yellow 
flowers at the end of each branch. The 
flowers are the same colour as saffron, hence 
its name. It favours sunny, well-drained 
sites on pastoral land, and the bright yellow 
flowers (first appearing in December), along 
with its grey-green appearance and sharply 

serrated and pointed leaves, make it stand 
out from the other species of thistle. 

Growing to about one metre tall, these hard, 
spiny plants can form dense stands that 
impede stock movement and can cause injury 
to the eyes and mouths of grazing animals. 
The sharp dry spikes get into the wool and 
can cause injury when shearing or handling 
sheep. It has heavy seeds that usually drop 
close to the parent plant and can last up to 
20 years in the soil, making eradication very 
difficult.  The seed can be moved by stock, 
people or machinery.

In the Tasman/Nelson region, the known sites 
are limited to a small number of properties 
in the Maitai Valley, Spring Grove, Wakefield 
area and the lower Motueka Valley. Its limited 
distribution and the presence of extensive 
areas of suitable habitat and the potential 
to spread have placed this plant at the top 

of the pest list in the Regional Strategy with 
eradication the goal.

If you suspect you have seen this plant, 
please contact a Biosecurity Officer by 
phoning Council Ph. 03 543 8400. 

Pest of the Month
Saffron Thistle  (Carthamus lanatus)

Motueka’s natural burial park, the first in the 
South Island, was opened on Saturday 30 
January 2010.
Tasman District Council is planning two more natural burial areas, one 
in Rototai Cemetery in Takaka and the other in Spring Grove Cemetery 
near Wakefield if there is a suitable area for them.

 In a natural burial, unembalmed bodies are buried in a shallower 
grave in a biodegradable coffin (including wicker) or a burial shroud 
so they decompose naturally. After interment, native trees or shrubs 
are planted on the site and the location marked with a small wooden 

plaque. Council keeps a precise record of each grave using GPS 
satellite technology, for the benefit of relatives.

In Britain natural burials are often called “Woodland Burials” and in the 
United States, “Memorial Nature Preserves”.

Motueka Cemetery has set aside space for 40 graves. Council reserves 
manager Beryl Wilkes expects one such interment every two years, 
based on experience elsewhere.

Lynda Hannah, of Motueka firm Living Legacies, has campaigned 
for nearly a decade for the environmentally friendly burials. She says 
she has had lots of interest in the concept, and expects demand to 
strengthen.

 P
ho

to
: L

.G
ru

eb
er

Natural burials now on offer

Fiona McConnochie
Senior Solicitor
2 Cambridge Street
Richmond
Ph: 03 543 8301   Fax: 03 543 8302
Email: fiona@fvm.co.nz

Providing professional legal assistance
in all commercial matters, trusts, wills

 and powers of attorney




