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Entries rolling in for 
Nelson’s 116th A & P Show
Preparations for the 2007 Nelson A & P Show are well under 
way, with entries rolling in and trade stand bookings exceeding 
all expectations. “We’ve had a fantastic response from trade 
stalls this year,” said organiser Sue Chard. The show will be 
held on Saturday 24 and Sunday 25 November 2007.

“There will be lots of new stalls and the hospitality tent will 
feature premium local wines, food and olive oils.” 

There will also be cooking demonstrations by chef and nutrition 
consultant Nicola Galloway, a polocrosse demonstration 
involving some of the New Zealand team, live music from the 
Gypsy Pickers and an attempt on the Guinness World Record 
for balloon popping. This will involve 39 people trying to pop 
1000 balloons in less than 20 seconds, using only their hands.

 “We’ll be having a go at that both days,” said Sue.

There will also be the ever-popular animal nursery, crafts, 
horticulture, calf and sheep riding.

Equestrian competitions will run on both days and the grand 
parade will be held about 2pm on Sunday afternoon.

Tasman District Council will have displays of the Richmond 
West Development plans, the Tasman Collection books, the 
Smarthome and numerous other council services and projects.

For more information on the Smarthome see page 8.

Agencies at Tasman District Council Offices:
• Motueka: 7 Hickmott Place, ph 03 528 2022 • Takaka: 78 Commercial St, ph 03 525 0020

“Credit Union shares are secured by first ranking registered trust deed”

250 Queen Street, Richmond  •  Phone 03 544 2435
32 Bridge Street, Nelson  •  Phone 03 548 9821

Thinking of investing?
3 - 12 month term

8.50% pa
Compound interest paid monthly

YES MONTHLY!
Minimum deposit $2000. Maximum $250,000

Pest of the month
Variegated Thistle (Silybum marianum)
Variegated thistle is a conspicuous, robust and spiny annual 
or biennial thistle. The stems can be up to two metres high 
and 100 millimetres thick. The leaves have white veins 
and blotches that give a variegated look. The plants can be 
found in pasture and wasteland and can form dense stands. 
Large solitary red/purple flowers can be found in November 
through to January, producing a large number of dark and 
heavy seeds. The seed is spread by machinery, animals and 
birds. As the seed can remain viable for more than 20 years, 
eradication is a long-term task requiring both patience and 
persistence.

It is a pest for farmers as:
 • desirable pasture grasses are suppressed
 • high nitrate levels in plants growing on nitrogen-rich 
  soils can be toxic to livestock, especially cattle
 • spines on the leaves and stems can cause injury 
  to animals
 • dense clumps will impede stock movement and provide 
  habitat for pest animals.
Tasman District has a number of pockets of variegated 
thistle but due to the efforts of the farming community over 
the last 30 years, the number of active sites is limited.  It is 
classified as a Progressive Control Pest in the Regional Pest 
Management Strategy. Land occupiers with variegated thistle 
on their land are reminded of the requirement to destroy all 
adult and juvenile plants. Further advice or information on 
the control measures for this thistle or any other pest plant 
is available from the Biosecurity Officers at Tasman District 
Council.




