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Richmond air quality readings were dramatically better this winter, with the national standard 
breached just seven times – a third of last winter.

Richmond breathes easier

This result is in keeping with the improving air 
quality trend, and is a tribute to the efforts of 
homeowners who operate their fires efficiently.  
Well done, Richmond.

The weather is also likely to have played a part in the 
very low air pollution as this winter has been wetter, 
with the exception of July, and rain clears the air like 
an industrial cleaner. Temperatures were cooler in 
May, June and part of July. These lower temperatures 
normally result in high pollution nights. 

The air pollution standards were exceeded on June 
10, 16, 17 and 18, plus July 13, 19, 20. For full details, 
see the public notice on page 14 of Newsline.

For the latest information on air quality in Richmond, 
plus historic data from other Tasman towns, go to  
www.tasman.govt.nz/environment/air and follow  
the links.
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Council helps with home 
insulation costs
Tasman residents can now manage the cost of 
heating and insulating their homes through  
their rates bill.

Homeowners can access a grant through the Government’s Warm 
Up New Zealand: Heat Smart programme for a third of the cost of 
insulation (up to $1300), and $500 for a heating upgrade.

The Tasman District Council will help fund the remaining costs, 
providing financial assistance of up to $2600 for insulation and $3500 
for home heating upgrades per ratepayer. This can be repaid through 
the homeowner’s rates bill over a 9-year period. 

The repayment will include interest and administration charges. The 
interest rate for the first year is 6.9 percent.

Homes built before 2000 qualify for the scheme. To be eligible for 
the heating financial assistance, the house must have adequate 
insulation. 

Tasman Mayor Richard Kempthorne says that helping homeowners 
switch from woodburners to cleaner devices such as heat pumps will 
improve air quality in Richmond and other built-up areas. 

“When it comes to improving the environment that we live in there 
is no better place to start than a well-insulated home with clean 
heating,” he says. “There are well-documented social and health 
benefits to living in a warm, dry home, and we all feel happier when 
we receive a reduced electricity bill.” 

Mike Underhill, Chief Executive of the Government’s Energy Efficiency 
and Conservation Authority, is delighted with the Council’s move.

“Our research shows that many people understand the benefits of 
insulation. They can see that it will make their homes warmer, drier 
and cheaper to heat properly, and consequently they want to do it. 
But even with the Government covering a third of the cost, insulation 
still costs money, and these are tight times for many people. 

“Giving people some flexibility in how they cover the costs makes the 
decision to invest in insulation easier.” 

More information on the Warm Up New Zealand: Heat Smart scheme 
can be found on www.tasman.govt.nz//link/warmhome

(From left) Tasman Mayor Richard Kempthorne, Environment Minister Nick 
Smith and EECA Senior Advisor Ben Dunbar-Smith warm to their task.

Talk to us about 
the Tasman District 
Council’s home insulation 
and heating scheme.

Pay off over 
9 years

Hotline Ph: 03 538 0565
Email: sales@onfireheating.co.nz

No CosT
Now!

58 Gladstone Road, Richmond
Ph 03 543 8004
Email wastewater@allflow.co.nz

WASTEWATER GARDENS®

Create your own beautiful 
garden with house wastewater
Purification is done with plants, 
microbes and sunlight rather than 
harmful chemicals, to produce a 
beautiful landscaped garden.
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Special votes available

Electoral Officers aim to ensure that every eligible voter has a say in 
choosing our leaders. Voting papers will be posted to residents from 
17-22 September 2010. If you don’t receive them – perhaps because 
you have just registered to be on the roll, you moved house, or have 
turned 18 – you are eligible to cast a special vote. 

People who have chosen to be on the confidential roll also cast 
special votes. This roll caters for people who don’t want their address 
made public because of the nature of their jobs.

Special voting facilities are available from 17 September 2010 at the 
Council’s main office, 189 Queen Street, Richmond during normal 
office hours, and up until noon on Saturday 9 October 2010.

Special voting documents can also be posted to electors. Request 
yours by  phoning 03 543 7240, or writing to:
The Electoral Officer, Tasman District Council,
Private Bag 4, Richmond 7050
Voters fill out a declaration form explaining their reasons for casting  
a special vote, e.g. not on the roll, change of address etc.

Voting documents must be received by the Electoral Officer by  
12 noon on Saturday 9 October 2010. So if mailing your form, postal 
times need to be taken into account.

A total of 36 candidates are running in Tasman this time, either for 
mayor, councillor or community boards. No election is needed for the 
Lakes/Murchison Ward councillor and the Golden Bay Community 
Board as the candidates match the number of seats. 

In the District Health Board election,18 candidates are vying for 
seven seats.

You will receive your voting papers between 17 and 22 
September 2010. It is suggested that you have them back in 
the post by Wednesday 6 October 2010 to ensure that they are 
received by the Electoral Officer in time to be counted. The earlier 
you vote, the better.

Your vote counts. For those people who are 
not on the electoral roll for this year’s Tasman 
District Council and Nelson-Marlborough 
District Health Board elections, or will be away 
from the area, special votes are available.

Meet the candidates …
Meetings are planned around the Tasman District during 
September to give you an opportunity to hear from the candidates 
running for the positions of Mayor, Councillor and Community 
Board member.

Please note that these meetings are not organised by the Tasman 
District Council. To confirm details, contact the relevant person  
listed below.

Moutere/Waimea Ward
Thursday 16 September, 7.00 pm, Mapua Hall (Supper Room). 
Organised by Mapua Community Association, contact Pam Stinton-
Whetnell.

Lakes/Murchison Ward
Friday 17 September, 6.30 pm, Murchison Sport, Recreation and 
Cultural Centre (Function Room). Organised by Murchison and 
Districts Community Council, contact Emma Monk.

Richmond Ward
Tuesday 21 September, 7.30 pm, Waimea Intermediate Assembly 
Hall. Organised by Richmond Community Forum, contact Nick 
Moore or phone 03 544 4665 (evenings).
Friday 24 September, 7.00 pm, Richmond Town Hall. Organised by 
Fish & Game NZ and Forest & Bird, contact Karen Crook or phone  
03 544 6382.

Motueka Ward
Thursday 23 September, 2.30 pm, Community House Meeting 
Room, Decks Reserve, Motueka. Organised by Grey Power 
Motueka, contact Jim Butler or phone 03 528 9076
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Waimea Inlet Strategy approved

Tasman District Council has joined the Nelson City Council, 
Department of Conservation and Nelson-Marlborough Fish and Game 
in approving the Waimea Inlet Strategy and becoming a signatory to 
the Waimea Inlet Charter.

The public are invited to join the Charter at a special signing event to 
be held on 27 September 2010 at the Sandeman Reserve in Richmond 
between noon and 1.00 pm.

The aim of the Strategy is to ensure a shared community approach to 
the Waimea Inlet and its restorative future. A steering group has been 
supervising the development of the Strategy since October 2009. 
There has been wide-ranging consultation with interested community 
groups through a series of workshops, presentations and discussions. 
People have shown there is wide support for the strategy and strong 
interest in implementing it.

 “The Waimea Inlet is a regional ecological treasure. We all enjoy what 
it offers us in terms of beauty and recreation,” says Nelson City Council 
Monitoring Co-ordinator Paul Sheldon. “Now the region needs to 
combine to ensure we don’t jeopardize its future.”

Tasman District Council Policy Planner Neil Jackson agrees the key to 
the inlet’s future is the community and developing an understanding 
of how unique and special the waterway is. 

“The inlet can mean many things to many people. It has cultural, 
environmental, recreational and economic value. Rather than letting 
these values compete, we need to collaborate on holding and 
improving them in the future of the inlet.” 

Signatories to the Waimea Inlet Charter will meet in a forum three to 
four times a year to set priorities for action, share progress and results 
and be on the lookout for any new issues that arise. 

                             $250 of free grocery        
                       vouchers every week for a year!
Just open an account with NZCU South or join up a friend 
or family member to NZCU South between 1 August and 31 
October 2010 and be in the draw to win the grand prize worth 
$13,000. 

Terms and conditions apply and are available at your local Credit Union.

Nelson Branch: Shop 2A, 126 Trafalgar St
Richmond Branch: Shop 3, 250 Queen St

03 539 1700
www.nzcusouth.co.nz  

                      Your money, your goals, our help

Be in to win!

Tasman residents are being invited to sign up to protect the Waimea Inlet. 
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OUR SPORTING PASSION!

Ute in the clear
In the last Newsline an article on “Parking on footpaths and shared 
paths” was accompanied by a file photo taken on the Lower 
Moutere shared path, where Cycle Trains from Lower Moutere 
School had just started. Students and families had concerns about 
the number of cars parked along the path, making it unsafe for the 
cyclists as they have to move out into the road.

However, the ute pictured was not parked, but in the process 
of reversing into a driveway. We would like to apologise to the 
business-owner and explain to readers that the photo was used 
solely as visual support for the article.

NB: Parking is available across the road from the Lower 
Moutere shared path.

Metering begins soon
Holders of water permits (industry and irrigators) in the Tasman 
District who are subject to water metering are reminded that 
weekly meter readings are required from 1 November 2010 until  
2 May 2011 (inclusive). 

During October, Council will send out a “pre-season” letter to 
all consent-holders, either by email for those who send returns 
through Council’s webpage or by email,  or by post with the 
prepaid return cards.

The Council staff members responsible for the water metering 
project are Daryl Page, Ph  03 543 8425, and Vicky Thorn,  
Ph. 03 543 8567, email watermeterreturns@tasman.govt.nz or  
daryl.page@tasman.govt.nz or vicky.thorn@tasman.govt.nz
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Hall reflects big spirit
Lake Rotoiti residents realised in the late 1980s that their hall was looking “decrepit”, says local 
Doug McConochie, so they set about planning for its replacement.

A committee took a look at school and community facilities in Nelson, 
architects submitted draft ideas, and Wakefield draughtsman  
Allan Walters distilled it all into a set of plans. The Lake Rotoiti 
Community Hall opened in December 2004, boasting a meeting 
room, kitchen and sports stadium with a red beech sprung floor. It has 
been valued for insurance purposes at $1.25 million.

Tasman District Council funded 40 percent of the cost, with the tiny 
200-strong community finding the balance, says another project 
mainstay, Phil Borlase.  The Lottery Grants Board and charitable trusts 
gave $90,000, private donations totalled $250,000 and volunteers put 
in the hours – Phil estimates more than $400,000 worth. 

Doug says Lake Rotoiti has “tremendous” community spirit. 
Tradespeople such as drainlayers and painters responded in kind with 
quotes that were sometimes half their usual rate, he says. Builders 
Scott Construction contributed invaluable expertise.  

 “It’s an amazing feat for the size of the community,” says Phil.

Booking manager Pam Dovey says “everyone” uses the hall. It has 
courts marked for badminton, volleyball, basketball and netball. 
The Department of Conservation holds meetings there, a recent 
fundraiser for volunteer firefighters brought in $4000, weddings are a 
mainstay, the army uses it for training weeks, the hall has hosted large 

funerals, and Boys Brigade and Girl Guides both use the facility. 

Neighbouring Lake Rotoiti School (30 pupils) has regular access for 
sports, music and concerts. Powerboat gatherings, barn dances, table-
tennis, indoor bowls – the  hall is busy three or four times a week.

Pam describes St Arnaud and surrounds as “like communities were 
30 years ago”. Friendly Friday gatherings at the hall or local café draw 
locals and visitors alike for a wine or cuppa to welcome the weekend. 

She says the hall can seat up to 150 people for catered functions, with 
a crew of residents available to cook meals in the large kitchen.

Council pays for a part-time gardener, but residents still provide much of 
the labour for improvements. They have transformed an old quarry site 
into beautiful gardens, with the barbecue area next to get an upgrade. 

The Council owns the hall, so it pays the rates. Power and gas bills 
come out of hireage fees plus the annual Council maintenance grant 
of $5000.  Diesel for the boiler is a major expense, nevertheless Phil 
says the facility is largely self-funding.

The hall is also the local archive, with a room upstairs housing 
documents, photos, artefacts and the DoC archives. Many of the 
treasures will be on display downstairs in an Archive Day on the 
Labour Weekend Monday, complemented by stalls. 
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Proposed changes to 
Resource Management Plan

The Council’s proposed amendments to the plan were notified on 
Saturday 28 August 2010. They are:  

• Richmond East Development Area – Proposed Plan Change 20
 This provides for about 50 hectares of residential and 34 hectares of 

serviced rural residential land.

• Active Fault Rupture Risk Management –  
Proposed Plan Change 21

 This more accurately defines the Wairau Segment of the Alpine 
Fault and the Waimea-Flaxmore Fault on the planning maps and 
amends the relevant plan rules.

• Slope Instability Risk Area – Proposed Variation 71 

 This provides for a more extensive Slope Instability Risk Area 
adjacent to Richmond on the planning maps and amends the 
relevant rules.

The plan amendments arise from consultation feedback received on the 
draft amendments, which were circulated for public comment during 
March this year. As a result of that feedback changes were made, such as:

• The Richmond East Development Area zone boundaries were 
refined to make best use of the available land. The density of the 
proposed residential zone above Hill Street was reduced in some 

precincts. To help retain the park-like character of the area, some 
trees, on both Council and private land, are proposed for protection. 

• The Active Fault Rupture Risk area, shown on the planning maps, 
has been refined and some limitations on subdivision along the 
Richmond foothills reduced.

• The Slope Instability Risk area provisions relating to earthworks 
have been refined.

Anyone can make a submission on the proposed plan amendments. 
Submissions can be sent to the Policy Manager, Tasman District 
Council, Private Bag 4, Richmond 7050 to be received by 4.00 pm 
on Monday, 27 September 2010.

The proposed amendments are available for public inspection at the 
Richmond office of Council. They are also available on the Council 
website. Alternatively, you can contact Pam Meadows,  
Ph. 03 543 8581 or email pam.meadows@tasman.govt.nz

For more information about these amendments, please contact  
Mary Honey, Ph. 03 543 8397 or email mary.honey@tasman.govt.nz 
with regard to Proposed Change 20 or Steve Markham, Ph.  
03 543 8427 or email steve.markham@tasman.govt.nz with regard  
to Proposed Change 21 and Variation 71.

More land will be available for housing in the Richmond foothills, and rules regarding two Tasman 
District faultlines and potentially unstable slopes have been refined and improved as a result of 
public feedback on the Tasman Resource Management Plan.

Seawall to be christened

Tasman Mayor Richard Kempthorne and a local 
identity will cut the ribbon at 2.00 pm, and Mapua 
schoolchildren will also take part in the event. 
Mapua residents are invited to attend. 

The 520m-long rock wall took three months to 
build. Work had to be scheduled to avoid high tides, 
and the winter weather caused no problems, says 
Tasman District Council Transportation Network 
Engineer Selwyn Steedman. 

The constructed wall is about 5 metres high, but up 
to half of that is buried in the sand.

“There’s some big, big boulders in the base,” he says. 

Engineers Tonkin & Taylor designed the wall and 
were contract managers, with Taylors Contracting 
doing the building. All round,  
“an excellent job,” says Selwyn.

The new seawall at the Old Mill Walkway in Ruby Bay will be officially opened with a barbecue  
at Charles Chaytor Reserve at 1.30 pm on Friday 24 September 2010.

Holding the sea at bay.



ISSUE 235   17 SEPTEMBER 2010

Tasman District Council has produced Newsline The Mag since 1993. Over that time it has evolved, 
grown and developed into the fortnightly magazine that you are reading today. We’re now 
undertaking a review to ensure that Newsline is giving you the information you want, in a format 
that works for you. Please take the time to fill out this survey and tell us your thoughts. Clip the form 
out, then fold, sellotape and mail it back to us, free of charge. We will collate the feedback and let 
you know the results.

Taking the pulse…

(a) Current awareness and usefulness of Newsline

1. Do you receive Newsline The Mag  in your letterbox or postbox? (Tick one)   YES   NO

2. Do you read Newsline when you receive it?

    cover to cover   selected stories   seldom

3.  Is  Newsline published… (Tick one)

    too frequently   not frequently enough   frequently enough

(b) Newsline’s place in and contribution to local communities 

1.  Does Newsline cover enough of what is happening in your community/township?    YES   NO

2.  Does Newsline detract from your local community newsletter?   YES   NO

3.  Could Newsline work more closely with your local newsletter to share news, notices and stories?

      YES   NO

4.  Does Newsline provide more or less relevant information than your local newspaper?   YES   NO

(c)  Relevance of content

1.  Do you find the contents of Newsline informative?   YES   NO

2. Which area of Council’s services and activities are you most interested in? (Tick up to four)

    Roads & footpaths   Irrigation water services   Forestry

    Parks & Reserves   Environment   Resource Consents

    Reticulated water services   Air quality   Dogs

    Recreation   Building   Rivers

3.  What regular content, not already appearing, or not in the list above would you like to see in Newline? (List)

     

     

(d)  Newsline’s place and development in Council’s future community information network

 1.  Do you have access to the internet?    YES   NO

 If yes, what connection type? (Circle) Broadband      Dial up       Wireless
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Feel free to contact us: Tasman District Council
Email info@tasman.govt.nz    

Website www.tasman.govt.nz     
24 hour assistance

Richmond
189 Queen Street
Private Bag 4  
Richmond, Nelson 
7050, New Zealand
Phone 03 543 8400
Fax 03 543 9524

Murchison
92 Fairfax Street
Murchison 7007
New Zealand
Phone 03 523 1013
Fax 03 523 1012

Motueka
7 Hickmott Place
PO Box 123  
Motueka 7143
New Zealand
Phone 03 528 2022
Fax 03 528 9751

Takaka
78 Commercial Street
PO Box 74  
Takaka 7142
New Zealand
Phone 03 525 0020
Fax 03 525 9972

Tasman District Council
Private Bag 4
Richmond
Nelson 7050

Freepost Authority 172255

Tape here

2. Fold here

Please fold both ends of this form inwards along the dotted lines in order and fasten with tape where indicated above.  1. Fold here

Simply complete the questionnaire, fold this document along the ‘fold here’ lines and  
post back to the project team at Tasman District Council. No need for a stamp, postage  
has been paid.

2.  Would you read an online version of Newsline?   YES   NO

3.  Would you prefer:   an online version   a printed version delivered to your letterbox

4.  Which of these online facilities do you use?

    Facebook   Twitter   RSS Feeds   YouTube

Further comments:

     

     

     

     

If you wish to take part in this feedback process in the future, please include your contact details below:

Name:   

Address:    

    Phone:   
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In Your Neighbourhood 
coming soon

The “In Your Neighbourhood” concept is 
simple: grab your friends and family and 
try out a bunch of sports. We provide the 
trainers and equipment – you provide the 
fun. Volleyball, badminton, kiwi cricket, tee 
ball, soccer, ripper rugby, uni hockey, lawn 
darts and a challenging obstacle course are 
just some of the games on offer. 

In Your Neighbourhood won’t cost you a 
penny, and is presented by the Tasman 
District Council and Tasman Regional Sports 
Trust, in association with Way2Go and Sparc. 
The idea behind it is to promote health, 
fitness and wellbeing.

“The programme provides children and their 
parents with a great opportunity to try out a 
bunch of different sports and activities that 
they might not otherwise have access to, all in 
the comfort of their own local neighborhood 
parks, with their own local communities,” 
says Council Community Recreation Officer 
Paul McConachie. “It’s a great formula for 
enhancing community spirit.” 

This is the third year of In Your 
Neighbourhood, and it is growing in 
popularity. The trailer will be at a park 
near you on the following dates:

Thursday, 14 October 2010 – Wakefield, 
Faulkners Bush, 3.30-5.00 pm

Thursday, 21 October 2010 – Mapua Domain, 
5.00-7.00 pm

Thursday, 28 October 2010 – Tapawera 
Domain, 3.30-5.00 pm

Wednesday, 3 November 2010 – Moutere 
Hills Community Centre, 3.30-5.00 pm

Thursday, 11 November 2010 – Takaka 
Primary School, 3.30-5.00 pm

Thursday, 18 November 2010 – Murchison 
Domain, 3.30-5.00 pm

For further information, phone Paul 
McConachie on 03 543 8525.

Spring is here, so why not put a spring in your step while having 
fun in the local park. A trailer jam-packed full of sports equipment 
and games is coming your way soon.

CD volunteers honoured
Three Civil Defence Emergency Management 
volunteers were honoured recently for their long 
service in the Nelson/Tasman region.
Ngatimoti resident Ed Stevens has been the Warden for the Motueka 
River Valley for 34 years. He became involved in civil defence during 
the big 1976 flood. 

Ed maintains a VHF radio communication link with others up and 
down the river valley. In recent months he has been updating civil 
defence planning for Ngatimoti.

Ken Simpson has given two decades of service as a volunteer in the 
Murchison area. He operates the HF and VHF radio communications 
for both Civil Defence Emergency Management and Land Search 
and Rescue. His radio expertise is also relied on by the West Coast 
Emergency Management group through the communications links he 
maintains into the Springs Junction area.

Ken is part of the incident management team at the Murchison 
Emergency Operations Centre. 

Eric Humphrey’s connection to civil defence dates from the 1981 Brook 
Street flood. In 1989, he took over radio communications for the Nelson 

Tasman region, and has helped to improve the network. His work 
includes providing training, plus maintaining and installing radios. 

The three men were presented with their awards by the Minister of 
Civil Defence, John Carter. Also present were MP Nick Smith, Tasman 
Mayor Richard Kempthorne and Nelson Mayor Kerry Marshall.

Disaster can 
strike

(From left) Eric Humphrey, Ken Simpson, Civil Defence Minister John Carter 
and Ed Stevens.

The devastation caused by the 
Canterbury earthquake on 4 September 
2010 has prompted many Tasman 
residents to assess their own readiness 
for a disaster.

Civil Defence recommends you have an 
emergency kit containing:
• Torch with spare batteries (keep a 

torch by your bed).
• Radio with spare batteries (check all 

batteries every three months).
• First-aid kit and essential medicines.
• Blankets or sleeping bags.
• Toilet paper and large rubbish bags 

for your emergency toilet.
• Food and water for at least three days. 
• Non-perishable food (canned or 

dried).
• Bottled water – at last three litres per 

person each day for drinking. It’s also 
useful to plan how to get water for 
washing and cooking.

• A primus or gas barbecue to cook on.
• Check/replace food and water every 

12 months.
You should also make a plan with family 
or friends about where you will go if you 
need to evacuate your home.
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Last year’s event attracted 100 popstar wannabes, who sang and danced through their quest to be crowned king/queen of the stage. 

Five local heats will take place across the District over the coming months, with the Grand Final scheduled for the Motueka A&P Show on 
Sunday 5 December 2010. There are three age-group categories: Junior (under 8 years), Intermediate (9-12 years) and Senior (13-18). The 
winners and runners-up from each heat go through to the final. 

The event is sponsored by Tasman District Council as part of its commitment to providing creative outlets for young people to contribute  
to their communities.

2010 Tasman Karaoke Superstar:

Richmond
Tuesday, 28 September, 1 pm (under 8) Richmond Mall

Wednesday 29 September, 1 pm (9-12)  Richmond Mall

Thursday 30 September, 1 pm (13-18) Richmond Mall

Murchison
Sunday 10 October, 1 pm Murchison Theatre 

Moutere
Friday 22 October, 5 pm  Moutere Hills Community Centre

Motueka
Saturday 23 October, 1 pm Motueka Recreation Centre

Golden Bay
Sunday 14 November, 11 am  Village Green

Grand Final
Sunday 5 December, 10 am Motueka A&P Show

For more information contact Tasman District Council Community Recreation  
Officer Paul McConachie, Ph. 03 543 8525.

Could you be Tasman District’s next singing sensation? The hunt is on again for the  
“Tasman Karaoke Superstar”.

Council begins consultation on 
Hope Reserve lodge’s location

In May the Council shifted the building from the north-west corner 
of the Reserve to near the Hope Hall, to create room for new tennis 
courts. Some nearby residents were upset that they hadn’t been 
consulted about the shift and the new location.

Heeding those concerns, Council has begun extensive consultation 
on the lodge’s future. 

An open day was scheduled for 16 September 2010 at the Hope Hall, 
with options presented. These include leaving the lodge where it is, 
or moving the building to another site on the Reserve.  Those options 

will also be displayed in the Council offices, Queen Street, Richmond, 
from 20-24 September 2010. 

Feedback from the open day will be reflected in changes made to  
the public submission form before it is circulated. Forms will be sent 
to all properties in the Hope area by 1 October 2010. Forms will also 
be available from the Council office and Richmond Library, or at  
www.tasman.govt.nz.

Submissions close on 15 October 2010. Council is expected to release 
a decision by the end of October 2010.

Public consultation has begun on the fate of the relocated Maitai Lodge at Hope Reserve.
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Awards stack up for 
building venture

“Winning the Commercial award gave us an opportunity to 
demonstrate how commercial buildings can be made carbon-
friendly using engineered wood,” says Lauren Walker, of Waimea 
Sawmillers. “It also provided recognition for the hard yards we’d put 
in, locally and in Wellington, to ensuring locally grown, untreated 
Douglas fir timber remains an option for house building.” 

Lauren says the awards presentation at Woollaston Estates Winery was 
a nice bonus.

“It was a good opportunity to learn about initiatives taking place in 
different types of businesses and organisations.”

She encouraged people to get involved in the awards, saying entering 
was easy and the judging process useful. 

This year the Commercial section has two categories: Emerging and 
Leadership. Both carry prizes of $1000 worth of radio advertising from 
Radio Nelson. 

Other categories of Urban Design, Best Use of Renewable Energy, 
Schools (primary and secondary), Rural, Environmental Leadership, 
Community/Neighbourhood groups and Families all have prizes of 
$1000 each. The two Heritage section winners (Site/build and Culture/
events) receive $500 apiece, as does a new category this time, Schools 
(pre-school). 

Full details, including criteria and entry forms, are available from the 
Tasman District Council and Nelson City websites www.tasman.govt.nz or 
www.nelsoncitycouncil.co.nz and offices and libraries.

The Tasman Nelson Environmental Awards 
were a platform for Waimea Sawmillers 
and Gibbons Construction to promote their 
innovative use of engineering wood to 
replace steel in large commercial buildings.

From left, Andy van Houtte (Nelson Pine Industries) and Scott 
Gibbons (Waimea Sawmillers). (Photo: Nelson Mail).

Septic tanks, sumps, grease traps and other liquid waste

Environmentally safe waste disposal specialists

Motueka (03) 528-7349 
Richmond (03) 543-8248

Fax (03) 543-8247
Email sales@sepclean.co.nz

PO Box 3389, Richmond

Freephone 0800 725 326

Email: support@wrfs.co.nz
Web: www.wrfs.co.nz
Corner Salisbury & 
Champion Roads, Richmond

544 4400
New Zealand 
Independent
Funeral Homes 
Member. 

Alistair Ferguson (Dip F.S.)
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Krista Primmer
Law Clerk
2 Cambridge Street
Richmond
Ph: 03 543 8301 Fax: 03 543 8302
Email: kprimmer@fvm.co.nz

Providing professional legal assistance 
in all residential property matters

‘Double act’ bring joy to elderly

The Richmond pair are an entertainment 
fixture at resthomes throughout the area. 
With Heather on piano and Gwen the piano-
accordion, they provide hour-long concerts 
for the residents. 

“We’re not professionals, but we’re good and 
cheap,” Heather jokes. She might add “hard-
working” – they have more than 90 bookings 
for the second half of this year. 

Residents come up to them in tears, 
bestowing hugs and kisses as the memories of 
youthful dances surge back, Gwen says. Some 
elderly have even been known to dance with 
their walking frames.

Heather and Gwen have also given long 
service to running the Ladies RSA. Heather 

used to drive the bus for outings. 

The pair are credited with reviving indoor 
bowls in Richmond, after the club had gone 
into recess. They also take a mat and bowls 
into resthomes, with the residents seated 
around and sometimes bowling from  
their chairs. 

Both women are relief drivers for Meals On 
Wheels – which can run into five-week stints 
if someone is away on holiday. They will also 
help the elderly with paperwork for Winz, 
applying for a rates rebate or making sure 
seniors take their medication. 

“It’s really good to have a friend or mate to 
say, ‘How about doing this’,” says Heather.

They’re a “double-act”. Heather Best and Gwenneth Carter have known each other since they were 
kids, so it was appropriate that both were honoured with Outstanding Community Service Awards 
by the Tasman District Council recently.

Heather Best, left, and Gwenneth Carter.

Ph. 03 528 8392 or visit www.mmhomes.co.nz
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WRITE CHOICES
NEWS FROM THE TASMAN DISTRICT LIBRARIES

Library news
Libraries are a vital part of 
the community, says new 
Tasman Libraries Manager 
Glennis Coote. “The facilities, 
resources and services we 
provide help to educate, 
entertain and enrich our 
community. Customer service 
is at the heart of everything 
we do.”
With well-managed library collections, 
digital resources and a wide range of library 
programmes, plus diverse services such as 
storytimes, book groups and deliveries to 
housebound borrowers, Tasman District 
Libraries are well-placed to meet our 
communities’ varied and changing needs. We 
also provide community display spaces and 
venues for public talks and performances.

Exciting new developments over the next 
twelve months include a DVD collection in 
all our libraries by the end of this year, a new 
library website bringing you a greater range 
of digital library services, and an upgrade 
of our library management system that will 
provide more and better services for our 
customers. In addition, we’re investigating 
the provision of downloadable audio books 
and e-books – the chances are high that 
these will be available at Tasman District 
Libraries in the coming year.

Around 420,000 people visited our libraries 
over the past 12 months – that’s over 1450 
people per day – and the increase looks set 
to continue. Use of the library in Richmond 
has soared since the reopening in July. 
On opening day alone, more than 1200 
people visited in 3 ½ hours, and in the past 
2 months, visitor numbers have been up by 
30 percent.

Last year 84 percent of people surveyed 
said they were either satisfied or very 
satisfied with the library service – while this 
is good, we’re always looking to improve 
and expand our services. We welcome your 
suggestions and ideas. You can leave your 
comments in our suggestion boxes, email 
us at library@tasman.govt.nz or talk to staff 
at any of our libraries.

What’s on at your 
library these school 
holidays?

Richmond Library 
Monday 27 Sept – Friday 1 October,  
11.00 am – 12.00 noon

Storytime – Jungle-mania. For 4 to 11-year-
olds. Preschoolers welcome with an adult. 
Numbers are limited to the first 50 children.

Weds 29 Sept, 1.30-2.30 pm

Whetu rere: the sea lion and the comet. 
Join Kath Widdowson, DOC honorary 
wildlife ranger, and view unique footage of 
NZ’s sea lions in Otago. For children age 9 
and older.

Hands-on workshops – booking and pre-
payment are required to confirm your  
place. 

Wed 6 October, 1.00-3.00 pm

Comic strip creations
Join graphic novelist Mat Tait to learn 
techniques for creating your own comic 
strips. Suitable  for 10 to 14-year-olds.

Cost $10. Numbers are limited to 20.

Thurs 7 October, 10.00 am – 12.00 noon

Band jam
Join Paul McConachie to develop your own 
creative musical ideas and learn the process 
of recording and editing. Suitable for ages 
10-14.

Cost: Free. Numbers are limited to 6.

Thurs 7 October, 10.00 am – 12.30 pm (5 to 
9-year-olds),  1.00-2.30 pm (10 to 14 years)

Art – Personal Expressions
Come and create your own mixed-media 
portraits with Lizl Matthewson. Materials 
provided. Wear old clothes.

Cost $7.50. Numbers are limited to 20.

Murchison Library
Wed 29 September, 1.30-2.30 pm 

Storytime - Jungle-mania 
For ages 4-9.  Preschoolers with an adult 
please.

Motueka Library
Tues 28 Sept, Thurs 30 Sept, Tues 5 
October, Thurs 7 October, 11.00 am– 12.00 
noon

Storytime – Jungle-mania
For 4 to 10-year-olds. Preschoolers welcome 
with an adult.
Numbers are limited to the first 40 children.

Friday 8 October, 10.30-11.30 am

Liz Weir and Mitch the monkey
Join Liz and Mitch for a session of stories, 
puppets, singing and lots of fun.
For ages 4 to 10. Numbers are limited to first 
40 children.

Takaka Library
Tues 28 Sept, Tues 5 October,  
10.30-11.30 am

Storytime – Jungle-mania
For ages 4 to 8. Preschoolers welcome with 
an adult.
Hands-on workshops – booking essential 

Thurs 30 Sept, 9.30 am – 4.00 pm

Digital camera – trick photography
Workshop at Richmond Library’s 
Imaginarium.
For 13 to 18-year-olds. 
Cost $5 plus bring your own lunch. Numbers 
are limited to 6.

Friday 1 October, 11.00 am – 1.00 pm

Make-up and beauty with Jenny from Hair 
Revolution
For 12 to 16-year-olds
Cost $5. Numbers limited to 8.

Mon 4 October, 10.00 am – 12.00 noon

Songwriting with Levity Beet
For ages 7-10
Cost $5.

WordFest 2010 at 
Takaka Library
Thurs 9 Sept, 7.30 pm
Come and hear the students of Golden Bay 
High School take on the adults in a battle of 
words and wits. This year’s It’s Debatable topic 
is “There is a little bit of vampire in all of us”.
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Top Team Takes Off
Due to the popularity of last year’s Top Team competition, this year it has been 
expanded to include a Junior Competition as well as a Senior Competition. 
The Junior Competition is open to children in Years 4 – 8 and the Senior 
Competition is open to all ages.
The Heats are to be held at Motueka Recreation Centre Saturday 16 October 
2010, Saxton Field Sunday 31 October 2010 and Murchison Recreation Centre 
Saturday 13 November 2010. The top four teams from each heat will go through 
to the Finals at Moutere Hills Community Centre on Sunday 12 December 2010.
For entry forms and more information go to www.tasman.govt.nz/topteam or 
phone Sport Tasman on Ph. 03 546 7910.

COMMUNITY NOTICES

COUNCIL MEETINGS 
Agendas and Minutes for Council Meetings can be viewed 
on Council’s website at www.tasman.govt.nz

Environment and Planning Consents Subcommittee  
(Tasman District Council - Borck Creek, Notice of Requirement)
Tasman Council Chambers, 189 Queen Street, Richmond, Monday,  
20 September 2010, 9.30 am and continuing on Tuesday, 21 September 2010 
at 9.30 am. No public forum

Environment and Planning Consents Subcommittee (J Kemp)
Meeting Room, Takaka Office, 78 Commercial Street, Takaka, Monday,  
20 September 2010, 1.00 am. No public forum

Council Enterprises Subcommittee
Tasman Council Chambers, 189 Queen Street, Richmond, Wednesday,  
22 September 2010, 9.30 am. No public forum

Environment and Planning Committee
St John’s Hall, Courtney Street, Motueka, Thursday, 23 September 2010,  
9.30 am. Public forum

Communications Subcommittee
Tasman Council Chambers, 189 Queen Street, Richmond, Wednesday,  
29 September 2010, 10.00 am. No public forum

Engineering Services Committee
Tasman Council Chambers, 189 Queen Street, Richmond, Thursday,  
30 September 2010, 9.30 am. Public forum

Notice of Meeting
Moutere Hills Community Centre, Upper Moutere  
Annual General Meeting
Thursday 23 September 2010, 7.00 pm, in the centre’s Hyatts Descendants Room. 
All welcome.

Making Irrigation Pay – reducing your energy bill
Irrigation NZ invites you to attend a free workshop addressing good design 
and maintenance, pump efficiency, successful scheduling, and water metering.
Tuesday 5 October 2010, 1.00-5.00 pm, Tasman District Council Chambers, 
Richmond.
RSVP to Katie Greer, ph 03 543 8455, email katie.greer@tasman.govt.nz

COMMUNITY NOTICES

Notice of Meeting
Motueka Municipal Band – annual general meeting
Tuesday 21 September 2010 at the Band Room, Old Wharf Road, Motueka.  
A short concert at 7.30 pm will precede the 8 pm meeting. All welcome.

Age to Be Positive Ageing Expo coming soon
More than 30 businesses and organisations have already signed up to take part 
in the region’s third expo on Positive Ageing, being held on 1 October 2010, to 
coincide with the International Day of Older Persons.
The bi-ennial expo will be held from 10.30 am – 4.00 pm at Hope Community 
Church in Ranzau Road and is designed as a showcase of the recreational and 
social services available to help make ageing a positive experience. The last 
expo in 2008 attracted around 3000 visitors.
There are a limited number of stands still available. Interested parties should 
contact Mike Tasman-Jones, Community Recreation Advisor at the Tasman 
District Council. There is no fee, but numbers are strictly limited.  
Ph. 03 543 8403, or email mike.tasman-jones@tasman.govt.nz.

Public Notice pursuant to Clause 16 of the Resource Management 
(National Environmental Standards Relation to Certain Air Pollutants, 
Dioxins, and Other Toxics) Regulations 2004, of Breach of National 
Environmental Standard for PM10.

On this, the 1st day of September, 2010, Tasman District Council hereby gives 
notice that, PM10 concentrations exceeded an average 24-hour concentration 
of 50 micrograms per cubic metre (μg/m3) as specified in Schedule 1 of the 
above Regulations within the area gazetted as Richmond Air Shed on the 
following seven occasions:

Day PM10 
Concentration 
measured 
(μg/m3)

Extent 
of PM10 
Exceedence 
(μg/m3)

Location at which 
Exceedence was 
Measured

10 June 
2010

54 4 Richmond Central

16 June 
2010

66 16 Richmond Central

17 June 
2010

59 9 Richmond Central

18 June 
2010

53 3 Richmond Central

13 July 
2010

69 19 Richmond Central

19 July 
2010

58 8 Richmond Central

20 July 
2010

64 14 Richmond Central

PUBLIC NOTICES
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For full event listings and details  
go to www.itson.co.nz

Abel Tasman Coastal Classic
Saturday 18 September 2010
Trail run 36km from Awaroa to Marahau
Ph (03) 548 3655

Motueka Rudolf Steiner School Spring Fair
Sunday 19 September 2010
480 High Street, 10.00 am-3.00 pm. Fun games, arts & crafts, live music & 
shows, food, toys, books, plants, pre-loved clothing & more 

Waimea Harriers 10k Road Series Race Four
Saturday 25 September 2010 
Spring & Fern Brightwater
Start 2.00 pm walkers, 2.30 pm runners. $15 entry for non-Waimea and 
Nelson club-members

South Island Short Course Masters  
Swimming Championships
Friday-Saturday 8-9 October 2010 
ASB Aquatic Centre, Richmond
Competitors from throughout New Zealand.
For details, Ph. 03 541 0855

Nelson Arts Festival
14-25 October 2010
Have you got your tickets yet for the Nelson Arts Festival? Theatre, music 
and dance from October 14-25. 
This year’s Nelson Masked Parade has the theme On The Move. Get 
making your mask and enter as a family, a group or a workplace. Don 
McGlashen is coming back in a new music group called The Bell Birds. 
Alison Wong, who won the fiction section of the NZ Post Book Awards, is 
taking part in the Page & Blackmore Readers and Writers. To cap it all off, 
put Rover in a frock and enter PAW (Pet Art Wear) at the Bluebridge Family 
Finale, Labour Weekend Monday at Founders. 
Find out more and get your tickets at  
www.nelsonartsfestival.co.nz

EVENTS GUIDE

‘New Zealand – Love it! Conservation Week 2010’

Sunday 19 September - Conservation Week Walk 
Meeting at Takaka Information Centre Carpark. 10.30am. Bring lunch, a drink 
and good walking shoes. Postponed to Sunday if wet. To follow Craig Potton’s 
talk, a walk is planned, hosted by Mac Harwood and visiting special places 
on the family property at Upper Takaka. Botanist and totara expert Dr. Phillip 
Simpson will be present. Book with Jenny, Ph. 03 525 7900.

Community Planting

Winners of the Golden Spade Award 2010 invite you to join us for our final 
community tree planting this year. ALL WELCOME. Raumanuka Scenic Reserve, 
Motueka (Staple Street car park). Saturday 18 and Monday 20 September 
2010. 9.30am. Wear strong shoes, sunscreen, hat, coat. Spades, drinks and 
barbecue lunch provided. Contact Beth, Phone. 03 528 5212.

COMMUNITY NOTICES

24 Hour Emergency – Phone your local office
Richmond 03 543 8400
Murchison 03 523 1013
Motueka 03 528 2022
Takaka 03 525 0020

Tasman Newsline The Mag is produced by Dry Crust Communications for Tasman 
District Council and is printed by Printhouse on recycled/recyclable paper. For 
advertising and editorial enquiries please contact Dry Crust on phone 03 544 4975 
or fax 03 544 4951.

COMMUNITY NOTICES

Would you like to promote your summer event 
to thousands of visitors and locals for free?
Every year, the Tasman District Council 
produces a summer events guide for locals 
and visitors to help promote the events, 
attractions and businesses of the Tasman 
District. 20,000 copies of Hummin in 
Tasman are distributed free through  
i-Sites, libraries, Council offices, A&P shows, 
campgrounds, the Richmond Mall and 
various other outlets across the region.

This year, event details (of events 
running between 15 November 2010 to Easter 2011 and 
based within the Tasman District) will be taken from the It’s On 
website – www.itson.co.nz the region’s free events guide. So the 
easiest way for you to ensure your event is included in Hummin’, 
is to list it with ‘Its On’ before Friday, 8 October 2010. 

If you are unable to add details to the Its On website, please 
email through full event details to Mike Tasman-Jones at Tasman 
District Council by Friday, 1 October 2010.  
Email: mike.tasman-jones@tasman.govt.nz

Want to promote your summer event?

Summer Visitors’ Guide
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Vision Wall provides 
environmental insight
Renewable energy and clean 
waterways were the most 
important considerations 
for visitors to Ecofest 2010 
who were asked to define 
how to achieve a sustainable 
environment. 

Under a theme of ‘Visioning’, the combined 
Tasman District / Nelson City Council stand 
at the show featured a 6m-long “Vision Wall” 
– an artist’s representation of our region with 
illustrations representing nine topics. 

Participants received four stickers, which they 
were requested to place on the categories they 
consider most important towards achieving 
a sustainable and resilient environment.  The 
Councils’ aim was to end up with a strong 
visual message about which areas interest 
people the most.

More than 400 people took part in the exercise, 
which provided the basis for some good 
conversations with visitors.  A lot of people also 
chose to fill out more detail on another form.

“We were surprised at how successful it was 
in stimulating discussion,” says Rob Francis, 
Tasman District Council Environmental 
Education Officer.

The Vision Wall results were:

Renewable energy: 271

Waterways 228

Waste 219

Transport 198

Self-sufficiency 184

Bio-diversity 180

Sustainable farming 163

Coastal & marine 152

Air quality 127

Sneaky driveways can be dangerous
Cars reverse out of their 
driveways, and over footpaths, 
on hundreds of streets 
throughout the Tasman District 
every day. A lot of those 
driveways are classed  
as “sneaky”. 
A sneaky driveway is where the entrance/exit is 
hidden by bushes or fences. It is essential that 
homeowners regularly check that trees and 
bushes bordering their driveway are trimmed 
back and are not affecting lines of vision.

Pedestrians and cyclists should:
• Be aware of sneaky driveways and cars 

pulling out of them.
• Remember that drivers can’t always see you.
• If you are unsure, stop and wait.
• Look and listen for cars coming out of 

driveways.
• Give yourself space.
Drivers need to remember that footpaths 
are not for cars, so be alert at all times for 
pedestrians and cyclists when crossing them. 
Also, many children use scooters when 
travelling to and from school, and can  
move quickly.

Drivers should:
• Drive out of their driveways forwards if  

at all possible.
• Double-check the footpath and cycleway 

before crossing it.
• If you have to reverse, do it slowly and 

safely by looking behind whilst reversing –  
don’t rely on your mirrors.

• Stop before the footpath and look for 
pedestrians and cyclists – it is their right of 
way! Children and the elderly in particular 
are very vulnerable.


