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Tuesday 28 December 2010 started rather early for many people throughout the Tasman District.  
Heavy rain hit the region on the night of the 27th. It was not unusual for rain to come in the middle of 
the holiday season.  However, by 5.00 am the next morning it was apparent that this was not going to 
be an ordinary day.

Northern Golden Bay was reporting continuous very heavy rain, 
approximately 40 mm an hour, and after an hour the Anatoki and, in 
particular, the Aorere rivers were beginning to rise rapidly. In the next 
few hours it was apparent the Aorere river was not going to be able to 
hold the deluge. By 8.00 am the area was on the way to experiencing 
the biggest flood it had records for – a 1 in 169 year flood event.

Golden Bay was not the only area in the District to feel the effects of 
the rain with Murchison and surrounding areas also bearing the brunt 
with a number of bridges and fords made impassable and flooding 
causing a great deal of damage to houses in the area. Marlborough 

was not immune either, with great swathes of land under water and 
major slips occurring on the state highway to Nelson.  Those slips 
combined with impassable roads in the south meant the Nelson-
Tasman region was effectively cut off for what turned out to be the 
most of the day.  Once one slip was cleared near Pelorus, another 
would cut the road off.  

The most visible damage to the District was centred in two areas, 
Murchison and the  Aorere Valley. The Aorere river rose from a height 
9cumec/s prior to the event to 3560cumec/s in the morning. This 
rapid rise and increase in ferocity took everything in its path with it, 

...continued on page 2

Once in  
169 years

Aorere River mouth, from Joan Whiting across Ferntown – 28 December 2010.
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The deluge that hit the top of the South Island on the 28th certainly 
caught a number of people by surprise.  It was a privilege for Jane 
and I to visit some of those affected by the floods and play a very 
small role as many in our community turned out to help others in 
need.  Throughout the District, from Murchison to the northern part 
of Golden Bay, the rain-driven floods caused havoc and heartbreak, 
houses were inundated, farms were hit badly and roads and bridges 
were destroyed. Following the deluge I could see this was not going to 
be a normal event. As the area reeled from some of the biggest floods 
recorded reports came in far farther afield showing the West Coast 
and Marlborough were affected just as badly.

The attached story talks about the devastation, the clean-up and what 
is being done to reinstate what we can.  We may not be able to replace 
everything that was destroyed, but in reinstating the infrastructure we 
are going to do so with the lessons taught to us by the event.

I always like to start the year optimistically and this year is no different.  
Yes we have had a quick, but very sharp, lesson from Mother Nature 
about who is in charge but it should not deter us from the work 
we need to do or the love of the place we call home. The work list 

is long but achievable and we will be looking to engage our local 
communities as we progress through the extensive programme.   
The council work programme and the return of the Local 
Government Commission’s findings will be high on 
the list of community conversations in the first few 
weeks as will the number of initiatives happening 
throughout the region. 

It is something we were acting on before the Local 
Government Commission came to town, but their 
visit reinforced our resolve to build sustainable and 
positive relationships with Tasman’s communities.  
Recognition of the role and its importance by all 
parties will be a key outcome I will be looking 
to achieve this year.  

I wish you all the best for the rest  
of this year.

– Mayor Richard Kempthorne

Mayor’s comment

including two bridges – the historic Salisbury walk bridge and the 
James Road bridge, effectively cutting residents, and tramping parties 
on the Heaphy, off. 

Aerial shots of the area in the morning of the 28th showed a river 
that had inundated the area stretching its mouth on the coast from 
150m wide to in excess of 3 kilometres. As well as covering farms, 
the flood waters prevented a large number of dairy farmers from 
getting to their herds for regular milking and marooned a number 
of people in their homes.  The Collingwood Volunteer Fire Brigade 
once again did a sterling job reaching people, checking their safety 
and preparedness to stay in their homes if they chose to do so and 
assisting those who had to leave temporarily.  The area was by this 
stage without power.

As the day wore on the sheer scale of the event became apparent with 
farms especially badly hit – fences were covered, stock was missing 
and there was no way of doing anything but to ride it out.

As the District was shown earlier in the year with the Tapawera 
flood rural communities have an inbuilt support network that kicks 
into gear whenever mother nature decides to shake things up a 
bit. Whether it was the volunteer fire brigade, farmers with heavy 

machinery or just people wanting to help, they were all there often 
forgoing personal comfort to help their neighbours and people they 
didn’t know. Again, as with the Tapawera flood, there was no need for 
a Civil Defence emergency welfare centre as everyone was catered for 
by family and friends in the community. One has to wonder how an 
urban centre would cope in comparison.

As the next day dawned the Aorere river had another surprise in 
store – it had changed its course quite significantly.  It was a chance 
to survey the extent of the damage as the river levels dropped very 
quickly.  With no rain to feed them the extent of the ferocity of the 
river in full flood was evident with the mangled wreckage of the 
Salisbury footbridge and James Road bridge spread for many metres 
down the riverbanks.  Further footage has duly arrived on ‘youtube’ 
showing the ferocity of the river as it bashed the Salisbury road 
bridge.

In the days after the major event the extent of the damage became 
apparent. In the Murchison area, a number of roads were rendered 
impassable with the sheer force of the water undermining roads, 
taking away the abutments to bridges and in one case taking the 
bridge away with it. 

continued from page 1...

...continued on page 3
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Just as in Golden Bay the community had rallied and 
made sure everyone was accounted for and safe.

The next step was the focus of the Council and its 
contractors. Throughout the District people were 
out there next day assessing needs and working to 
make sure residents and businesses could get on with 
their cleaning up and ensuring their businesses and 
workplaces were in a state to operate.

It became evident that immediate work to the Aorere 
River was essential to achieve two things; to retrain the 
river and claim back the inundated land and to rebuild the 
damaged banks to provide the area with protection from 
future events. 

As it turned out the feared future event was not too long 
in coming with heavy rain in the new year testing the new 
channels and rock wall, which stood up to the test.

Shortly after new year the area was subjected to a testing rain 
episode, which in a community that was still cleaning up after 
the initial flooding saw tension levels running high.  Luckily 
the rain was shortlived and had no negative impact but to 
remind people that nature is sometimes a fickle beast and has 
no favourites. There were reports however the light rain did some 
favours in washing away built up silt and mud providing some 
assistance in the clean-up.

On 18 January 2011 the area braced itself for another onslaught with 
three separate weather events converging and bringing with them 
predictions of very heavy rain and gale force winds.  This triumvirate 
of storms heading towards an area already racked with stormed 
damage spurred the Council’s contractors to accelerate their work to 
ensure greater damage was not caused.

As the predicted deluge arrived Civil Defence, Council workers and 
contractors were hurriedly putting in place measures to ensure the 
work done in the last two to three weeks was not in vain.  Despite 
the initial rainfall predictions being revised down the MetService 
predicted the rain would be heavy and would come in a relatively 
short timeframe exacerbating its possible impact.

The front arrived and slowly built in intensity over the day with a sting 
in the tail that hit after dark.  Nearly every river in the District took 
the increased rain driven flows well within their limits, however, the 
Aorere began to rise dramatically.  It rose very quickly and the now 
conservative alarm levels were tripped and people were called.  Then 
at 9.15 pm it started to drop as quickly as it rose much to the relief of 
monitoring staff and locals.

Rebuilding the District
As the District dries out and people rebuild their daily lives, farms and 
businesses the Council has the task of replacing the infrastructure 
that was damaged and in some cases destroyed.  While the obvious 
is easily spotted, there are a number of examples where the damage 
has only become obvious once everything has subsided and rubbish 
cleared away.  This assessment work of the long term damage and 
associated costs will continue for some time and will often be hand-
in-hand with the reinstatement work. 

As the local authority the Council is continuing to inspect buildings 
and homes affected by flood damage and other built infrastructure 
to ensure structural integrity, safety and public health is maintained. 
Working with insurance companies it has been pleasing to note that, 
so far, everyone has been insured.

Effluent disposal systems for affected dairy farms have yet to be 
inspected. Staff are liaising with Federated Farmers representatives 
over timing, but it is not expected to be a significant issue. 

...continued on page 4
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Email: support@wrfs.co.nz
Web: www.wrfs.co.nz
Corner Salisbury & 
Champion Roads, Richmond

544 4400
New Zealand 
Independent
Funeral Homes 
Member. 

Alistair Ferguson (Dip F.S.)

Initial cost estimates 
Preliminary inspections have been carried out with the initial 
estimated costs to repair the network to the same state as before the 
event happened being:

Roading across the District is around $1,300,000 excluding costs for 
consultants.

Bridging costs for the James Road Bridge vary depending on the 
solution, but the costs could be up to $1,600,000 for a full bridge 
replacement. It is hoped that there will be at least a temporary 
footbridge at James Road by the end of January. Costs associated with 
preparing a ford across the river for stock and vehicles have yet to 
be determined due to the complicated nature of the Aorere River. A 
special report to Council will be prepared on how best to address this 
issue. The river works where the Aorere River changed course will be 
around $1,000,000.

Other river works are expected to be needed and are yet to be 
determined, however, the costs could be up to around $1,500,000. 
These costs include areas where loss of rock wall work previously 
completed in River Z areas. The exact amount of work will take 
some time as full inspection of all Council’s assets will need to be 
undertaken. The difficulty of inspecting this river is making the job 
more difficult and time-consuming 

Repairs to utility assets have been estimated at around $100,000, plus 
the cost of the Takaka wastewater treatment plant wetland. 

Council staff are working with Government agencies and our insurers 
on what possible funding sources and assistance may be available. 
For example, the Council will be making a claim for funding from the 

New Zealand Transport Agency for repairs and reinstatement of the 
roading and bridge network. The work should be funded to at least 
a 49 per cent subsidy. There will also be a claim against the Local 
Authority Protection Programme (LAPP) and national civil defence 
funding for the river works. The LAPP fund has an excess of around 
$450,000. 

Even with these claims, it appears that there could be a significant 
impact on Council’s General Disaster Fund and Classified River 
Protection Fund, on rates and on other resources. 

This raises the question of whether it will be possible to reinstate all 
infrastructure to its original state in the near future. The District has 
been subjected to two severe weather events in the financial year and 
the resources required to reinstate infrastructure will be stretched. The 
funding required and where it comes from, whether it be from Central 
Government agencies, insurance and contingency funds or from 
other local sources will be an ongoing discussion and may have an 
impact on the Annual Planning process which is about to begin.

Whatever the outcome it is imperative that the ratepayers and 
residents of the District are part of the decision-making process. 

Those affected by the recent events have displayed what makes 
Tasman unique in the region.  Despite suffering two events in 
relatively short succession the people of Tasman have shown how 
resilient and community-minded they are.  Without such qualities 
the very trying and testing times these events bring would become 
impossible. The District Council is well aware of its role over the next 
few months and will be working to support the reconstruction, major 
and minor, of the affected areas and the communities within them.

continued from page 3...
View from the Matakitaki River bridge.
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WaterMate
A REFRESHING APPROACH TO GARDEN IRRIGATION

www.watermate.co.nz

The easy 
& effective 

way to 
recycle your  

greywater

save 
water

save 
money

WaterMate is a breakthrough in greywater 
recycling technology. Save time and money -
 WaterMate transforms your greywater into 

garden irrigation water. 

For more technical information and specifications 
email info@watermate.co.nz

CALL FOR A LIST OF INSTALLERS/
DISTRIBUTORS IN YOUR AREA 

Ph: 0800 ALLFLOW (0800 255 3569)

Is your New Year 
resolution to become 
financially stronger?

Whether it is a Christmas Saver account, a loan to pay your 
bills or a savings account, the friendly team at NZCU South 
can help.  We can assist you in achieving your financial 
goals. Contact NZCU South today. 

Nelson Branch: Shop 2A, 126 Trafalgar St
Richmond Branch: Shop 3, 250 Queen St

03 539 1700
www.nzcusouth.co.nz  

                     Your money, your goals, our help

Achieve your 

financial goals?

Strong, sustainable communities contribute to the overall wellbeing of all New Zealanders. Shared 
identity, skilled leadership, capable organisations and access to adequate information and resources 
for all are essential building blocks for community wellbeing.

Community Development Scheme
2011 funding round open

The Central Government’s Community Development Scheme (CDS) 
was set up to support communities to work together in new ways, to 
be innovative and to determine their own development priorities to 
achieve sustainable community outcomes. 

The CDS funds communities to employ community development 
project workers to work on community-driven projects over three 
years. Each project receives funding of $80,000 plus GST per year to 
cover the salary of a community development project worker and 
project expenses.

Funding is available for allocation to 12 new community-based 
projects from identified priority territories. Tasman District is a priority 
territory for this round. 

In 2011, a total of $2,560,000 exclusive of GST will be invested in 32 
communities around the country through the CDS.

The 2011 funding round opened on 8 November 2010 and closes 
on 21 March 2011 at 4.00 pm.
Community development projects are funded for a three year period. 

Scheme guidelines
Priority is given to projects enabling strong communities / hapū / 
iwi that:
• seek appropriate solutions together 

• provide people with a sense of belonging and purpose, shared 
vision and common values 

• have capable and enterprising leadership 

• have proactive, inclusive organisations 

• are resilient and resourceful 

• manage their own self-determined, sustainable development.

Applicants to this scheme should demonstrate:
• their competence to host/manage a community or hapū / iwi 

development project over a period of three years 

• the support within their community or hapū / iwi to undertake the 
project proposed 

• a clear understanding of the project basis of this scheme and the 
funding available.* 

For further information go to: 
http://www.dia.govt.nz/Services-Community-Funding-Community-
Development-Scheme or phone the Department of Internal Affairs on 
Ph 03 546 0904.
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397 HIGH STREET MOTUEKA.
PHONE: 03 528 8888

IS YOUR WATER SAFE?
Get the BEST from your water!

Take the WORST out of it!
• Water Purification

• Filtration
• UV Sterilisers

• Giarda Filters
• Water Softening

WATER TESTING SERVICE 
AVAILABLE.

TASMAN BAY

The specialists in design, supply and installation of domestic & horticultural irrigation, drainage, 
effluent & septic systems, pumps, water harvesting & tanks and water treatment & filtration.

Tasman District Council is currently undertaking a study to identify the outstanding natural features 
and landscapes in Golden Bay and on the North West coast.

Golden Bay outstanding natural 
features and landscapes project

This project is being undertaken as a requirement of the Resource 
Management Act (RMA), which requires all councils to identify their 
districts outstanding natural features and landscapes and then 
protect them from inappropriate subdivision, use and development. 
The project also addresses additional requirements of the RMA 
relating to the preservation and protection of the natural character of 
the coast, wetlands, lakes and rivers.
Council has been working on this project since 2005 and since that 
time has consulted with the community at a number of different 
levels. The most recent meeting took place on 9 December 2010 when 

70 people, with representatives from the Golden Bay Community 
Board, Council, Federated Farmers, landowners and representatives 
of key interest groups all got together to discuss the project and its 
progression so far. 

A working group will get together during January/February 2011 to 
discuss options for defining outstanding landscapes and to consider 
what policy changes might be appropriate.

If you would like to be kept informed of the outcomes of this working 
group please e-mail shelagh.noble@tasman.govt.nz
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Golden Bay outstanding natural 
features and landscapes project

What is your main role?
The team I lead is responsible for all the stages involved 
in getting books and other library materials from the 
point of ordering onto the shelf and into customers’ 
hands. I’m personally responsible for buying books 
and other materials for the adult library across our four 

branches as well as managing the collections. This involves monitoring 
usage, writing policy and managing budgets along with a host of other 
tasks.  I’m also responsible for promoting the collections, managing 
displays and exhibition spaces in the Richmond Library and writing 
content for the library’s website, Newsline and other publications.

What are the common challenges you encounter?
Keeping up-to-date with trends and new authors. Looking for new and 
better ways of doing things so books and other materials can get into 
customers’ hands faster. 

Are there any misconceptions getting in the way?
That librarians get to read books all day – I wish! 

What’s the most curly question or situation you have encountered 
recently?
A customer asking for a book where they could only remember one word 
of the title plus the colour of the cover – and we managing to find it for 
them.

What’s the most satisfying part of your job?
Knowing that what I do makes a real difference to the range of 
information and entertainment resources available to Tasman people. 
Also setting up the new exhibition space in Richmond Library – it’s been 
very cool seeing local artists’ work in the library.

Profile: Ruth Lawley
Collections Services Librarian

Schools are back next week, which means 
there will be more children out and about, 
especially in the mornings and afternoons. 

To remind drivers about the need to be extra careful 
around schools there will be a herd of zebras visiting 
school pedestrian crossings. These zebras made their 
debut last year and will again be out and about in force 
this February.

Pedestrian crossings are places where pedestrians should 
be able to cross the road in safety.  Drivers need to slow 
down as they approach them and be prepared to stop. 
Students and families will also be reminded of the 
importance of using the correct place to safely cross 
the road outside the school.

So watch out for kids, and watch out for zebras!

Some road safety tips for motorists:

• Slow down around schools

• Be alert and ready to stop

• Make eye contact with children waiting to cross 
the road. 

• Stop when directed to do so by the crossing 
patrol 

• Be patient and wait for children to finish 
crossing before proceeding

• Always slow to 20km/hr for a school bus that 
has stopped - no matter which direction you 
are travelling in.

Schools  
are back…
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The old steam engine that yanked out fruit trees to clear ground for the Wakefield bowling green 100 
years ago will be back to celebrate the club’s centenary. 

Bowls club clocks up the ton

President Michael  Stewart says festivities will kick off on the Nelson 
Anniversary weekend of 29-31 January 2011 with a parade on 
Saturday through the village, featuring vintage cars, steam engines 
and horse and carts. Passengers will include up to 40 club-members 
dressed in 1911 style to recreate that first game. 

A centenary dinner will be held at the Brightwater Hotel on Saturday 
night, with the Sunday and Monday featuring one and two-day 
tournaments.  

Michael says the history of the club “is as much about the history of 
the town”. Foundation members included well-known families such as 
the Baigents, Wilkins and Rutherfords. 

The land was leased from the Hooper farm, though enthusiastic 
supporter Francis Hooper died between the initial meeting in 

February 1911 and the green opening that November. When his 
widow died later, the club bought the estate and sold the surplus 
land, which was subdivided for housing. 

The club hits 100 in fine fettle. Membership has more than doubled 
in the last three years, thanks partly to an influx of British ex-pats. 
However, there will be plenty of familiar faces at the centenary 
because Wakefield is a remarkably stable community.

“Most people who have ever played here are still here. They never 
move,” Michael says with a laugh. 

Club membership has also benefited from a new $350,000 synthetic 
“carpet” green, made possible in large part by a $100,000 grant from 
the Tasman District Council. The green can be played on year-round, 
with the faithful old grass green still doing service in the summer. 

The Wakefield Bowling Club muster in 1913, two years after it opened. 

Septic tanks, sumps, grease traps and other liquid waste

Environmentally safe waste disposal specialists

Motueka (03) 528-7349 
Richmond (03) 543-8248

Fax (03) 543-8247
Email sales@sepclean.co.nz

PO Box 3389, Richmond

Freephone 0800 725 326
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Registrations are now being taken for the Tasman District 
Council/Road Safe Motorcycle Riding Techniques 
motorbike training, up-skilling and refresher training 
courses. These courses are still heavily subsidised by 
Council and ACC and only cost $20 for each rider for 
each course.

Upcoming dates are:

Sunday 20 February 2011 – intermediate riders

Saturday 26 February 2011 – intermediate to advanced riders

Sunday 27 February 2011 - advanced riders

Saturday 2 April 2011 – intermediate riders

Sunday 3 April 2011 - advanced riders

These courses will be held in Richmond, but if you live in Motueka, 
Murchison, Golden Bay  or outside of the Richmond area then 
courses can be organised on demand so please contact Krista for 
details.

For further information or to register contact Krista Hobday, 
Tasman District Council, Ph. 03 543 8551 or email  
krista.hobday@tasman.govt.nz.

Alternatively you can register online at  
www.tasman.govt.nz/link/motorbike-course

Motorbike training 
dates 2011

The last issue of Newsline (issue 242) highlighted the 
Richmond Deviation Cycleway project which is due for 

completion by the end of April 2011. 

Another segment of the Tasman Cycle Trail Loop is being developed along Ranzau 
Road. Work involves the widening of the existing footpath and will provide a shared 

path for school children walking to Ranzau school as well as future trail cyclists. The 
work should be completed by mid-February 2011. For more information contact Bill 

Gilbertson, Contract Supervisor, Ph 021 262 8620.

The next link of the cycle trail will be from the Appleby Overbridge (SH60) to Ranzau Road 
along the old railway reserve. Council is in discussion with the New Zealand Transport 

Agency, which manages the state highway network and is the owner of the railway reserve, 
and it is hoped that this link will be completed by June/July 2011.

If you want to know more about the Tasman Cycle Trail Loop check out the website  
www.tasman.govt.nz or phone Dugald Ley at Council’s Richmond office on Ph. 03 543 8392.

Tasman cycle trail 
loop progress
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Summer in Tasman

Market Day in Richmond, and time for some new headwear. 

Miss Kaiteriteri Claudia Godfrey.
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Getting the power down at the Motueka Drag Races.

Frank Drake with his pride and joy at the A and P Show in Takaka.
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Brent McGlashen, of Motueka, Kaiteriteri Beach Bash volleyball tournament.
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Deputy Mayor Tim King takes no bull at the Richmond Rodeo.
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Bike Wise is back again this February so it is a great excuse to get on your bike and give cycling a go. 
You don’t have to wear lyrca and you don’t have to cycle endless kilometres to take part in one of the 
many free and fun activities happening during February in the Tasman District.

Get on your bike this February! 

GOVERNMENT L ICENSED BUILDING PRACTITIONER (BP100109) Ca l l  mike  now Ph . 03  528 8392
www.mmhomes .co.nz

•	 Experience the dedicated personal design-and-build service that
guarantees you have a hassle-free build

•	 Security	and	‘peace	of	mind’	with	fixed	one-price	guarantee

•	 Free “Concept” plans designed and drawn to $1000

•	 Maintenance-free with permanent exterior materials

•	 Check out our House and Land Packages – making it so easy for you

YOUR LOCAL hOME BUILDER

What our customers are saying... 

“ When the time came to entrusting the project to a building
company,	the	confidence	I	had	gained	from	Mike	-	both	personally	
and professionally - made the decision really easy ” – R. Wratten

Go by Bike Day
The first Bike Wise activities to take place are the Go by Bike day 
breakfasts. These are being held at various places in the District and 
anyone out and about on their bike that morning will receive a free 
breakfast snack. Locations of these breakfasts are:

• Takaka – Tuesday 15 February 2011 – outside The Quiet Revolution, 
between 7.30 am and 9.30 am

• Murchison - Wednesday 16 February 2011 – outside the Tasman 
District Council offices on Fairfax Street, between 8.30 am and 9.30 am

• Motueka - Wednesday 16 February 2011 – outside the Museum on 
High Street, between 7.30 am and 9.30 am

• Richmond - Wednesday 16 February 2011 – outside Village Cycles 
on Queen Street, between 7.30 am and 9.30 am

Family Fun Rides
There will be Family Fun Rides in Takaka, Motueka and Richmond, 
similar to previous years. These rides are open to all cyclists from the 
young to the old and each ride has different length routes to suit all 
ages and abilities of cyclists. 

The Takaka ride is on Sunday 20 February 2011. This ride starts from 
Central Takaka School at 1.00 pm and cyclists will ride together to East 
Takaka Domain, take part in one of the activities taking place at the 
Domain and then cycle back at their own pace to the school. Families 
are encouraged to make the most of the afternoon and bring a picnic 

to enjoy whilst at the domain and then take their time to cycle back to 
the school. 

The Motueka Family Fun Ride takes place on Sunday 27 February 2011 
from the Skate Park on Old Wharf Road at 1.00pm. Cyclists can either 
choose from a short route of approximately 4kms long or a longer 
route of approximately 11kms long. 

On Saturday 5 March 2011 is the joint Tear Fund and Family Fun Ride. 
The ride starts at Annesbrook Church on Saxton Road at 9.00 am. 
There are three route options from a short 3km family loop, easy 13km 
loop and intermediate 38km loop. You can either just take part in ride 
as a fun family cycle or challenge yourself to raise funds for local and 
overseas Tear Fund projects. Everyone that registers for this ride goes 
into the draw to win an Avanti bike. Register for free at  
www.povertycycle.org.nz

Bike Wise challenge
The Bike Wise Challenge is running 
throughout the whole month of February. 
This is a fun and free competition open to any organisation in New 
Zealand. The aim of the competition is to get as many of your colleagues 
to ride a bike for just 10 minutes or 2 km over the four week Challenge 
period. Winners are calculated on the percentage of participation in their 
department or organisation (based on the total number of staff/members 
in the organisation). To register for this challenge log in on the Bike Wise 
website www.bikewisechallenge.co.nz.

Brent McGlashen, of Motueka, Kaiteriteri Beach Bash volleyball tournament.
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Management Committees are groups of volunteers who look after some of our Districts halls and 
reserves on behalf of Tasman District Council, taking care of bookings/usage and maintenance.  
The committees are elected three yearly and the  
next round of elections begin next month.

Hall and Reserve Management 
Committees - triennial elections

Pakawau Hall Committee Triennial Election Meeting to be held at 
Pakawau Hall at 7.30pm on Tuesday 8 February 2011.

Wakefield Village Hall Committee Triennial Election Meeting to be 
held at the Wakefield Village Hall at 7.30 pm on Monday 7 March 2011.

For further information please contact  Francie Wafer, Community 
Services Administrator, Tasman District Council, Ph 03 543 8486 or 
e-mail francie.wafer@tasman.govt.nz

Old Memorial 
Library site 
community 
consultation
Council has requested that the Golden Bay 
Community Board conduct the consultation 
regarding the future use of the old library site in 
Takaka.  The old library, which was leased at the 
time of the fire, was insured.

This is a Local Purpose Reserve and any use must be compatible 
with the principle or primary purpose of the reserve, which is “for 
the purpose of providing and retaining areas for such educational, 
community, social or other local purposes.”

Some options which may be appropriate for the site are:

• Remove the hardfill, place topsoil in the area and develop to 
complement the existing reserve.

• A new building which satisfies the requirement of a community 
building, either on the footprint of the existing building or 
elsewhere on the site. With any building option, parking 
requirements need to be factored in.

• As the current playground is due for a substantial upgrade, there is 
an opportunity to site it anywhere within this reserve. Let us know 
what is important to you in the design of a playground and where 
on the reserve you think it should be sited.

• A change of reserve status to enable alternative/commercial uses. 
This requires public notice and a council hearing with the Minister 
of Conservation making the final decision.

• Any different suggestions /ideas.

Please let us know what you would like to see on the site by writing to:

Golden Bay Community Board, Tasman District Council, PO Box 74, 
Takaka or by emailing gbcb@tasman.govt.nz

Consultation closes 11th February 2010.
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Krista Primmer
Law Clerk
2 Cambridge Street
Richmond
Ph: 03 543 8301 Fax: 03 543 8302
Email: kprimmer@fvm.co.nz

Providing professional legal assistance 
in all residential property matters

WRITE CHOICES
NEWS FROM THE TASMAN DISTRICT LIBRARIES

The “New” Richmond Library has  
real people appeal
Library staff expected that Richmond Library would become a busier place after its 
refurbishment, but the increased use over the past six months has exceeded those 
expectations.
Since re-opening in July 2010, 137,696 people have visited the library - 41.5% up on the 
same period in 2009. That’s an increase of over 40,000 people or an extra 1552 people per 
week!  
Visitors to the library are making full use of the range of facilities available, including 
borrowing 196,168 items during the last six months -  18% increase over the previous year. 
On average, more than 7500 items are borrowed from Richmond library each week.
The library also welcomed 1147 new borrowers between July and December 2010 - 74% 
more than for the previous year.
Our Constance Barnicoat meeting room has been used by a wide variety of community 
and commercial groups.  In addition it is regularly used as a “quiet” space and study 
space.  The new facilities allow the meeting room to be used after hours and in the last six 
months more than 100 hours of meetings or workshops have been held in the evenings 
or on weekends.
It’s been a busy six months for Richmond Library staff and we’re delighted that our local 
community is using and enjoying their “new” library.

CD survey
We need your input to help us develop the library’s CD collection. 
What kind of music do you like to listen to? Where do you get your music from these days? 
Do you use the library’s CD collection? 
You can answer these and other questions in our Music in the Library Survey. Keep an eye 
out for the survey when you’re in your  library in February or check the library website  
www.taslib.govt.nz  for an online version. 
Take a few minutes to fill it in and let us know what you’re listening to these days. The 
survey closes on Friday 25 February 2011.

2011 children’s 
programmes are 
starting soon 
Motueka Library’s Funtime for under 
5s starts again on Tuesday 1  February 
2011 at 2.00 pm and Babytime (for 
under 2s) gets underway on Friday 4 
February 2011 at 10.00 am.
Richmond Library Tiny Tots sessions 
(for under 2s) start again on Tuesday 8 
February 2011, 10.00 am – 10.30 am.
Takaka Library’s Babytime sessions 
start at 11.00 am on Wednesday 9 
March 2011.

Blind Date  
with a Book
Want to know more? Head down to 
Motueka Library to register and you 
could be in to win! 
Between 14 and 25 February 2011, 
you can borrow a mystery book 
parcel that may contain a spot prize. 
The more mystery book parcels you 
borrow, the more chances you have 
to win!  
Thank you to Motueka’s Take Note 
store for their generous sponsorship.
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COUNCIL MEETINGS 

PUBLIC NOTICES

Agendas and Minutes for Council Meetings can be 
viewed on Council’s website at www.tasman.govt.nz

Engineering Services Committee
Fire Station Hall, Motupipi Street, Takaka, Thursday, 3 February 2011,  
9.30 am. Public forum

Golden Bay Community Board
Golden Bay Office, 78 Commercial Street, Takaka, Tuesday, 8 February 2011, 
9.30 am. Public forum

Motueka Community Board
Motueka Office, 7 Hickmott Drive, Motueka, Tuesday, 8 February 2011,  
4.00 pm. Public forum

Community Services Committee
Tasman Council Chambers, 189 Queen Street, Richmond, Thursday,  
10 February 2011, 9.30 am. Public forum

Council Enterprises Subcommittee
Tasman Council Chambers, 189 Queen Street, Richmond, Wednesday,  
16 February 2011, 9.30 am. No public forum

Environment and Planning Subcommittee (P Williams and J Bent)
Tasman Council Chambers, 189 Queen Street, Richmond, Thursday,  
17 February 2011, 10.00 am. No public forum

Navigation Safety Bylaw: Temporary Reservation of 
Motueka River for raft race on Sunday 6 or 13 February 2011
Pursuant to provisions of the Tasman District Council Navigation Safety Bylaw 
(2006), the Council’s Harbourmaster has granted a temporary reservation of 
the waters of the Motueka River between the Alexander Bluffs road bridge 
(near Rocky River road) and the state highway bridge near Motueka, for the 
Motueka River Raft Race between 12 noon and 6.00 pm on Waitangi Day, 
Sunday 6 February 2011, with a back-up date of Sunday 13 February 2011  
at the same times.  

The effect of the temporary reservation will be to prevent other activities 
including boating, kayaking or swimming from occurring during the raft race. 
Event Marshalls have the authority to require other users to vacate these areas 
as required. Jetboaters should note that during the reservation, navigation 
on the Motueka River (at any safe speed greater than 5 knots) may still occur 
between the Alexander Bluffs bridge and the Tapawera Bridge. 

A number of conditions have been imposed on the organisers of the 
event, which may be viewed by contacting the Tasman District Council’s 
Harbourmaster on Ph. 03 543 8400 or Jacqui Taylor at Our Town Motueka (Inc.) 
on Ph. 03 528 4488 during office hours. 

The Council has received an application for resource consent, which has 
been publicly notified in The Nelson Mail. The application and supporting 
information may be examined in any Council office. The full public notice may 
be found online at Council’s website (www.tasman.govt.nz). Any person may 
make a submission on the application in accordance with Section 96 of the 
Resource Management Act 1991. Submission forms are available from Council 
offices and on Council’s website. Please note that the following is an abridged 
advisory notice only.

Applicant: Cresswell Farms Limited.

Location: 297 Central Road, Lower Moutere.

Consent Type, Application Number and Proposal:
To subdivide 13.77 hectares of land as follows:
• Lot 1 with an area of 5600 square metres containing an existing dwelling.
• Lot 2 and 3 amalgamated with an area of 12.811 hectares containing an 

existing dwelling and farm sheds.
• Riverbed to vest 4100 square metres.
The land has a Rural 1 zoning according to the Tasman Resource 
Management Plan.

Submissions due: 4.30 pm on Friday 11 February 2011.

RESOURCE CONSENTS
The Council has received an application for resource consents, which has 
been publicly notified in The Nelson Mail. The application and supporting 
information may be examined in any Council office. This information is also 
available for viewing at the Tapawera Information Centre. The full public 
notice may be found online at Council’s website (www.tasman.govt.nz). Any 
person may make a submission on the application in accordance with Section 
96 of the Resource Management Act 1991. Submission forms are available 
from Council offices and on Council’s website. Please note that the following  
is an abridged advisory notice only.

Applicant: Adcock & Donaldson Properties Ltd.

Location: Stanley Brook (via Olivers Road).

Consent Type, Application Number and Proposal:
Land Use Consent (Application RM100848):
To create and operate a Motorsport and Recreation Park comprising 
commercial events and conference centre, airstrip and helipad, a range of 
accommodation and buildings to be developed in general accordance with 
the site Master Plan.  The application site is a 203 hectare property on Stanley 
Brook, to be accessed via Olivers Road.  The site is zoned Rural 2 as defined by 
the Tasman Resource Management Plan.
The application also includes two off site signs: one at the intersection of 
Olivers Road and Motueka Valley Highway and the other at the intersection of 
State Highway 6 and the Motueka Valley Highway (Kohatu Corner).
Land Use Consent (Application RM100872): Storage of hazardous substances.
Land Use Stream Bed (Application RM100873): Install culverts, bridges and dams.
Land Use Consent (Application RM100874): Earthworks and land re-contouring. 
Land Use Consent (Application RM100875): Construction of bores. 
Water Permit (Application RM100876): Divert water.
Water Permit (Application RM100877): Take water.
Discharge Permit (Application RM100878): Discharge wastewater.
Discharge Permit (Application RM100879): Discharge greywater.

Submissions due: 4.30 pm on Monday 7 February 2011.
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24 Hour Emergency – Phone your local office
Richmond 03 543 8400
Murchison 03 523 1013
Motueka 03 528 2022
Takaka 03 525 0020

Tasman Newsline The Mag is produced by Dry Crust Communications for Tasman District 
Council and is printed by Printhouse on recycled/recyclable paper. For advertising and 
editorial enquiries please contact Dry Crust on phone 03 544 4975 or fax 03 544 4951.

COMMUNITY NOTICES Feast of fun in 
Tasman
The summer feast of activities continues in 
Tasman. Mark your calendar: 

Saturday 29 January 2011
Beach Volleyball at Kaiteriteri Lagoon.  
Registration starts at 1.00 pm, finals at 4.00 pm.

Sunday 30 January 2011
Sarau Festival 
Moutere Hills Community Centre, Upper Moutere. A 
celebration of the blackcurrant, plus other food stalls, 
wine, local produce, country “wares and curios”, and the 
fourth running of the popular mountainbike race. Starts 
at 4.00 pm. For more information go to  
www.saraufestinal.co.nz.

Tasman Skatepark tour  
Arrives at the Firepit Bikepark, Ngatimoti, for a BMX-only 
event. Show off your skills, or watch the pros. Entries taken 
on the day, with prizes up for grabs. Starts at 2.00 pm.

Monday 31 January 2011
Washbourn Gardens Fare
Richmond, from 9.30 am to 2.00 pm. More than 50 stalls 
featuring plants, crafts, art and food. Live music from 
11.30 am.

Saturday 5 February 2011

Golden Bay Mardi Gras
Takaka. Starts at noon. Twelve hours of music, food, 
market stalls, Kath Bee, Levity Beet, buskers, clowns, 
fairground attractions, children’s entertainment and 
Taniwha and mask parade.

Drag Racing
Motueka Aerodrome. Includes modified cars and 
motorbikes. Racing starts at 12.30 pm and finishes at 
4.30 pm.

Sunday 6 February 2011
Motueka River Raft Race
Starts 1.00 pm at the Rocky River Bridge and runs to the 
Motueka Bridge. After-race prizegiving, food, music, 
entertainment and kids activities.

Waitangi Day Festival
Te Awhina Marae, Motueka. Celebrate New Zealand’s 
national day with music, food and korero, starting with a 
powhiri at 11.00 am.

These events receive support from 
Tasman District Council in its role to 
enhance community wellbeing.

Creative Communities
Creative Communities is the local arts funding scheme to support community arts and 
cultural activity. There are four rounds per year. Closing dates for 2011 are: 
10 February, 10 May, 10 August.

For further information or to apply for the above grant, pick up an application form from 
your nearest Tasman District Council office (Takaka, Murchison, Richmond or Motueka), 
download a copy from the website www.tasman.govt.nz or email Mike Tasman-Jones, 
mike.tasman-jones@tasman.govt.nz

Resource Recovery Centres Opening Hours
Resource Recovery Centres
Most Resource Recovery Centres are open seven days over the busy holiday period (20 
December 2010 to 13 February 2011). 
Richmond (Beach Road): 8.00 am to 5.00 pm, seven days a week
Mariri (Robinson Road): 9.00 am to 4.00 pm Monday to Saturday, 1.00 pm  
to 4.00 pm Sunday
Takaka (Scotts Road): 8.30 am to 4.00 pm Monday to Friday, 9.00 am to  
4.00 pm Saturday, 1.30 pm to 4.00 pm Sunday
Collingwood (Bainham-Collingwood Road): 1.00 pm to 4.00 pm, Monday  
to Sunday
Murchison (Matakitaki West Bank Road): 2.00 pm to 6.00 pm Monday, Wednesday and 
Saturday.

World Wetland Day Planting 
Event at Challies Island 
Tasman District Council and Fish & Game (F&G) NZ invite you to join them for a 
wetland planting on Wednesday 2 February 2011 at Challies Island, Waimea River. 
This year marks the 40th anniversary of the signing of the Convention on Wetlands at 
Ramsar, Iran. This convention promotes the wise use and enhancement of wetlands 
internationally.  
Challies Island is on a back channel of the Waimea River where Council and F&G 
are working together to develop wetlands while also providing a source of high 
quality gravel to industry. Plants are being supplied by the Tasman District Council 
Engineering Department and will be ready for planting at 4:30 pm. We hope to be 
finishing around 6:30 with a BBQ.
The Challies Island wetland is accessible by taking the 2nd turn off towards the 
Waimea River on River Road, Appleby. The turn off River Road will be signposted. It is 
suggested that you have tall gumboots/waders or crocs/sturdy shoes as you may get 
your feet wet. Feel free to bring your favourite planting spade or grubber if you have 
one or use one of those supplied. Planting will occur wet or fine.

For further details: Contact Rob Francis or Rob Smith on Ph. 03 543 8400.
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Weedbusters muster an army 
The Rocklands Road Weedbuster group in 
Golden Bay was started out of desperation, 
says facilitator Chris Rowse. 

“Several properties were doing a lot to 
eliminate fruiting banana passion wine 
from their land, so we then started to have 
working bees at different properties to try 
and help the landowners to tackle hard 
areas.”

From there the Weedbusters 
– which shared the Community and 
Neighbourhood Group prize in the recent 
Tasman Nelson Environment Awards 
– gained three-year funding from the 
Department of Conservation’s Biodiversity 
Condition Fund. This money will be 
stretched to four years and has allowed 
the group to employ weed control workers 
to slash and poison banana passion vine, 
wonga wonga vine, old man’s beard and 
perfumed jasmine on 14 properties, a total 
area of 180ha that included challenging 
limestone cliffs and deep gullies.  Those 
properties will be kept clear of seedlings.

The next stage is to include another 30 
properties (300ha), on the western side 
of Rocklands Road, from Birds Road to 
Packards Road.  A third zone is planned for 
the adjacent Pohara area. 

“By bringing together a large group of 
people, a problem that many owners 
described as ‘overwhelming’ has been 

made manageable,” says Chris, who paid 
tribute to assistance from Tasman District 
Council biosecurity officers, DOC, Forest 
and Bird and the QEII Trust. 

The Spinyback Tuatara 
Education and Conservation 
Charitable Trust
Award co-winner the Spinyback Tuatara 
Education and Conservation Charitable 
Trust was formed in 2007 to help manage 
the tuatara on Stephen’s Island in the 
Marlborough Sounds, and to promote the 
protection of tuatara generally. Waimea 
Estates winery donates 5c from the sale 
of each bottle of its Spinyback range to 
the trust, which includes members from 
educational, conservation and iwi groups.

A roadshow that goes into primary and 
intermediate schools across the Top of 
the South allows children to see and learn 
about the rare animals, which look like 
lizards but are in fact the only surviving 
representatives of the Sphenodontia 
order, common during the dinosaur age 
about 200 million years ago.

A pair of tuatara resident at Natureland 
in Nelson are the stars of the roadshow. 
Trustees Mike Elkington and Louisa Paul 
tell students the scientific background 
and life cycle of the animal. Mike 
and Louisa have been trained by the 
Department of Conservation in how to 
handle the tuatara. 

2010 winner profiles


