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Mapua School’s Environment Group has spent two years transforming a hectare of weedy wasteland 
on the western side of Aranui Park into the nucleus of a lowland forest wetland, as part of the Tane’s 
Ark project, and created a cycle/walkway for the community and students so they can enjoy it.

The 18-strong team behind the Tane’s Ark 
project picked up the Schools award at the 
recent Tasman Nelson Environment Awards 
2011 – beating two other finalists from 
Tasman: Greenwood Kindergarten (profiled 
in the last issue of Newsline) and Waimea 
Intermediate’s Wastebusters team. 

With help from the Tasman District Council 
and Friends of Mapua Wetland, the Tane’s 
Ark team, aged from 10 to 13, cleared 
blackberry, grey and crack willow, then 
planted 2000 natives. 

“The whole school has been out over last 
year to plant trees as well,” says teacher 
Simon Clearwater. 

The other Tasman winner, taking home the 
Community Group award, was the Motueka 
Arts Council, which for the last two years has 
organised the Welcome to the Godwits event, 
celebrating the return of the long-distance 
fliers from Alaska, as well as promoting the rich 
bird life of the Motueka Sandspit and coastline. 

Judges commented that the 12-strong 
committee, working from a small budget, 

seemed to have drawn in the whole of 
Motueka, from young to old. 

“Of their members Eileen Stewart was 
involved with the Historic Society and is 
passionate about godwits, Shirley Frater 
has a love of art and photography and 
Pauline and David Samways with their love 
of birds brought in their Forest and Bird and 
Ornithological Society connections. Two 
of the members had been teachers and 
used this knowledge to involve the schools 
and early education institutions.  This is to  
mention but a few of those involved.”

THIS WEEK: 03. Tasman’s Libraries 04. Pest of the Month

06. Pines Eliminated 08. Proactive    10. Updates

ISSUE 265 2 DECEMBER 2011

Tasman Nelson 
Environment Awards 2011
From left, Councillors Stuart Bryant (Tasman) and Rachel Reese (Nelson), Motueka Arts Council members Pauline Samways, Shirley Frater and Eileen Stewart, plus 
Philip Wilson of sponsor Nelson Pine Industries. 



PAGE 2

TONI LANE
BRANCH MANAGER
207 QUEEN STREET. RICHMOND
03 543 8203

HOWIE TIMMS
BRANCH MANAGER

185 HIGH STREET. MOTUEKA
03 528 1112

Find out why . . .
more businesses are choosing NBS

• Fast, efficient and personalised service
• Tailored packages with lower fees
• Easy access to local Branch Managers
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Old entrance

Enter here for all 
Council services

Fence lin
e

Tasman District Council

Building work underway
The imposing Waharoa, or carved gateway, that adorns the front of the Tasman District Council 
headquarters in Richmond is in safe storage while the building is remodelled. 
Council kaumatua Archdeacon Andy Joseph blessed the carving 
at an early morning ceremony recently before contractors Gibbons 
Construction began work. 

The $2.7 million remodelling will extend the headquarters to the Queen 
Street frontage, doing away with the drive-through entrance and creating 
extra space on the ground floor and first floor. Sixteen council staff who 
relocated to offices across the road nearly two years ago because of the 
lack of space will be able to return to the headquarters when the work 
is completed in about 12 months. The works will also include major 
earthquake strengthening.

Anyone visiting Council’s Queen Street office, including for Customer 
Services, is asked to use the side entrance to gain access to the 
building. This is clearly signed and a blue line has been marked on 
the footpath from the old entrance to the side entrance to avoid any 
confusion (see map right).

The building work is expected to be completed in December 2012. 

The Council voted last week not to establish a Maori ward within 
Tasman. The rationale for this decision was about enhancing effective 
engagement with all iwi and Maori in the District. The one key 
message I have taken from my conversations with Maori throughout 
this process is that the Council needs to listen and play a constructive 
role in building the relationships. It would be near impossible for 
one person to represent the interests of all iwi. We recognise future 
initiatives need to enhance effective engagement with iwi.

Mapua’s waterfront area will be well on its way to being cleaned up post 
the tragic aquarium-destroying fire. As custodians of the publicly owned 
land we were as conscious of the need to clear the site before Christmas, 
as we were to making the area safe environmentally and structurally in 
the interim. Working with the people responsible for the building, the 
site and the relevant insurance company we are committed to ensuring 

this site is clear before the Christmas period with no 
additional cost to ratepayers.

We have seen a number of improvements in 
Mapua over the last year further strengthening 
its role as one of the jewels in the District’s 
crown. We are committed to working with the 
business owners, residents and developers in the 
area to ensure everyone is treated fairly 
and the area develops to benefit 
those that live in Mapua and the 
increasing number of visitors the 
area continues to attract.

Mayor Richard Kempthorne

Mayor’s comment
this site is clear before the Christmas period with no 

We have seen a number of improvements in 
Mapua over the last year further strengthening 
its role as one of the jewels in the District’s 
crown. We are committed to working with the 
business owners, residents and developers in the 
area to ensure everyone is treated fairly 
and the area develops to benefit 
those that live in Mapua and the 
increasing number of visitors the 
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The role of libraries is 
changing and Tasman District 
Libraries are no exception
Tasman has four libraries – the largest in Richmond, with branch 
libraries in Motueka, Takaka and Murchison.  Across the 
District, the libraries have over 25,000 active members, 
attract over 522,000 visits and issue more than 730,000 
items each year. 
Following extensive renovations to the 
Richmond library in 2010, the latest change 
is the installation of a new computer system 
which saw all the District’s libraries closed for 
a few days during November.  The new system 
‘Symphony’ is used by several other libraries 
nationwide and overseas and offers price 
advantages as well as the possibility of greater 
cooperation between libraries on the same 
computer system – including Nelson’s libraries.

Libraries Manager Glennis Coote says the 
most obvious benefit for users will be changes 
to the search functionality for the online 
catalogue which is now more powerful and 
will bring up full-text articles as well as books, 
CDs, DVDs etc in the library’s collection.

Other planned projects and changes at 
the District’s libraries in 2012 include 
investigations into the expansion of the 
Motueka Library – a project which may 
be included for public consultation in the 
Draft Long Term Plan and an upgrade of the 
library’s website which will be completed 
during the first half of the year.  

“The website will have a new 
look, feel and content and there 
will be greater opportunity 
for building communities of 
interest.  As one example, we’ll 
include a range of community 
information,” Glennis says.

Work will also continue on Kete 
Tasman – an online archive of images, 
audio, documents and web links for the 
Nelson-Tasman region and the library’s 
small but growing e-book and e-audio 
collection will continue to expand. 

“The District’s Libraries are interlinked so 
all of the library’s resources are available to 
anyone in the District.  And of course, we 
don’t just have books - libraries today also 
have music, DVDs, talking books, magazines 
and online information resources such 
as access to thousands of newspapers in 
different languages.

“The modern public library is all about 
making connections – connecting people 
with information and ideas and helping 

them create connections with other 
people.  It’s also about being responsive to 
our community and providing the services 
and resources that our community wants,” 
says Glennis.

For information on what’s happening at 
the District’s libraries over summer, check 
out the library page on page 9.
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Dry Mode operates by cooling the indoor unit to gather moisture, then warming it 
to ensure the room temperature stays comfortable.  In winter months, use “Dry 
Mode” once you have heated the room. The room will be kept with approx 2°C of 
the initial room temperature, ensuring a warm, dry home! 

More information visit www.mitsubishi-electric.co.nz

Helpful Heat Pump Information:
Heat pumps not only provide heating and cooling to your home, they also have dehumidifying 
benefits.  In cooling mode, the room is automatically dehumidified as a function of the heat 
pump.  In heating mode, the unit does not need to dehumidify as the warm air being circulated 
removes moisture in the room.

Tip #3

Matai revitalises in wetland visitor centre
The old Mangarakau Hall in the west 
of Golden Bay is glowing with a newly 
polished matai floor thanks to a  $3,000 
Development Grant from the Tasman 
District Council. 

The former village hall was taken over in 
2002 by the Native Forests Restoration Trust, 
which is joint owner of the 350ha wetland. 
The building is now the visitor centre for the 
wetland, with displays, information boards 
and that “stunning” floor. The hall received a 
general spruce-up before the floor was done, 
including the addition of a storage room with 
outside access.

Friends of Mangarakau Swamp spokeswoman 
Jo-Anne Vaughan says it now feels like a 
“luxurious museum”.  The Friends maintain the 
trust-owned portion of the swamp, with the rest 
in Department of Conservation stewardship. 

The centre is open round the clock, and attracts 
“a substantial number of visitors, judging by 
donations in the donation box,” says Jo-Anne.

The nearby 17-bed lodge, available to Friends 
volunteers, is “pretty heavily booked” as well. 
The group has hundreds of members who 
plant, weed, trap pests and build tracks, 
carparks etc, with help from Forest & Bird, the 
Botanical Society and other workers.

Tourism is poised to become the latest 
economic driver in a community that once 
thrived on “coal, gold, timber and flax”. 

Golden Bay’s west coast is one of the region’s 
best-kept secrets, says Jo-Anne. Mangarakau is 
surrounded by Kahurangi National Park, with 
spectacular views of limestone escarpments. 
Te Tai Tapu marine reserve is close by at 
Westhaven. “It’s a very beautiful spot.”

The swamp itself could soon be in line for 
Ramsar status – a worldwide convention 
that acknowledges wetlands of international 
importance. 

Pest of the Month – African Feather Grass
African feather grass (Pennisetum 
macrourum), a native of South Africa, is a 
highly invasive clump-forming perennial 
grass that has the ability to spread rapidly, 
both from its vigorous rhizome system and 
from seeds that cling to clothing, wool and 
hair of animals. It can form dense infestations 
that completely smother other vegetation.

African feather grass will invade pastures, 
roadsides, wasteland and urban areas. It likes 
damp situations such as swamps and along 
the borders of streams and prefers light 
sandy soil, but can tolerate drought and will 
establish on dry shady banks. 

Once planted for its attractive appearance, 
African feather grass has become a serious 
weed in many parts of New Zealand, forming 
dense tussocks with seed heads stalks up to 
two metres tall. The leaves are light green 

on top, up to 12mm wide and ribbed on the 
upper surface. They are darker green on the 
underside and sometimes purplish along the 
edges and tips. 

Flowering takes place in late spring and 
summer with seeds maturing in February and 
March. The seed head is a distinctive spike-like 
panicle, up to 40cm long and 2cm in diameter, 
with a purplish yellow brown colour. 

African feather grass has a network of 
fibrous roots up to 1 m down as well as a 
dense network of rhizomes just below soil 
surface. These grow rapidly in spring and 
summer, depending on moisture availability, 
covering adjoining areas in new plants. These 
rhizomes can be spread by machinery. 

African feather grass has a very limited 
distribution within the Tasman-Nelson region 
and is listed as a Total Control Pest in Tasman-

Nelson Regional Pest Management Strategy 
with the goal of eradication. This plant is also 
listed in the National Pest Plant Accord and 
cannot be propagated or offered for sale 
throughout New Zealand.

For more information on identification and 
control, contact Council’s Biosecurity Officer 
on Ph. 03 543 8400.



ISSUE 265  2 DECEMBER 2011

SHOWHOMES
3 Taranaki Place, Richmond
22 Daelyn Place, Richmond

SHOWHOMES
3 Taranaki Place, Richmond
22 Daelyn Place, Richmond

Sign up in 2011 and go into the $100,000 cash draw *Conditions Apply

Eagle eyes spot rubbish
The Engineering Eagles from Tasman District Council collected less 
rubbish than last year in the Big Beach Cleanup – and couldn’t be happier. 

The 12-strong team took on Best Island again, officially classified as a 
“hard” patch of coastline. Team-member Sarah Downs says it was a lot 
easier this time – and she joking credits their sterling clean-up last year. 

Diminishing returns were the good news overall for the spring-clean 
of beaches on 19 November 2011. About 7.5 tonnes of rubbish was 
removed from 50 stretches of coastline between Marahau and Cable 
Bay (293km in all). Some 540 volunteers mucked in.

Last year 10.4 tonnes of rubbish was collected but Rudy Tetteroo, of 
the Department of Conservation, which organised the event, says that 

total included river collections as well. The lower rubbish haul this 
time was “very pleasing”. 

The DOC project, in partnership with Tasman District Council, Nelson 
City Council and Nelmac, was in its second year, with an impressive 70 
% return rate for teams from businesses, clubs, the Councils, church 
groups and political parties.

The Engineering Eagles might take out a prize for the day’s most 
unusual find: the wreckage of a small catamaran.

Rudy Tetteroo says the Big Beach Cleanup is likely to become a 
regular fixture.

Murchison Wastewater 
Pumpstation Upgrades 
Project Update 
The Murchison wastewater upgrade works on the pumpstations 
in Hotham Street and Waller Street are near completion. The 
pumpstations are operational but in the commissioning phase.

The upgrade contract at the Wastewater Treatment Plant to improve 
the discharge fields and site drainage has been completed. Some 
additional site planting has also been carried out. 

Further Work 
Work on the pipe from the Waller Street pumpstation to the 
wastewater treatment plant across the State Highway bridge will be 
commencing soon and be finished during December 2011. 

The work under the State Highway bridge is to replace the existing pipe. 
No disruption to the public or to properties is expected. The contractor 
will be welding the sections of pipe together and then supporting the 
new pipe underneath the bridge while the old pipe is replaced. 

Please contact Council if you have any issues regarding the recent 
construction works. 

Sewer pipe 
across bridge

Waller Street 
pump station

Hotham Street 
pump station
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Pines to be eliminated from Abel Tasman
Work has begun to eradicate wilding pines 
from the southern end of Abel Tasman 
National Park. A grant of $80,000 from the 
Lotteries Commission has boosted seed 
funding of $20,000 provided by the Abel 
Tasman Birdsong Trust, allowing poisoning 
work to start last August.

The Department of Conservation and park 
commercial operators are assisting with the 
campaign. In the first year wilding pines 
around Tinline, Holyoakes Clearing and south 
of Bark Bay will be poisoned or felled. 

DoC will chainsaw pines within two tree-
lengths of the coast, tracks or buildings. 
Some tracks will be closed for short periods. 

Otherwise, holes are drilled in the pines 
and poison applied. The trees take about 12 

months to die, turning yellow and later brown. 
Dead trees can remain standing for 8-10 years. 

The entire project will cost around $450,000 
and be spread over four years as further 
funding is secured. Within 25 years, no pines 
should be left in the park. 

Wilding pines top the list of animal and 
plant pests that are a major threat to the 
park, but until now DoC has not had the 
funds for eradication.

Motueka Area Manager Martin Rodd is 
delighted at the Trust’s initiative and rapid 
response to a funding opportunity. He also 
praised the “positive impacts” of the Trust’s 
predator trapping and the planting of native 
rata to restore the crimson flowering in the 
park at Christmas.

The Birdsong Trust was formed in 2007 
with the aim of protecting and enhancing 
biodiversity, giving park visitors a better 
experience. All major tourism operators 
in the park contribute a Birdsong Fee 
to fund the Trust’s work. Two batches of 
South Island robins have been released 
(about 45 in total) and “a really good band 
of volunteers” trap predators, says Trust 
secretary/treasurer Pam Holyoake. The 
Trust has also carried out revegetation, 
in co-operation with groups such as the 
Awaroa Ratepayers Association, with 
assistance from the Tasman District Council. 

“It’s really brought the community together 
too,” says Pam. 

The full list of Environment 
Award 2011 winners is:
Business – sponsored by Radio Nelson 
Finalists: Nelmac, NMIT 
Winner: Nelmac

Community Groups – sponsored by Nelson 
Pine Industries 
Finalists: Keep Golden Bay Beautiful, Marsden 
Valley Trapping Group, Motueka Arts Council 
Winner: Motueka Arts Council

Heritage sites – sponsored by the Historic 
Places Trust 
Finalists: Fellworth House, Woodstock House 
Winner: Fellworth House

Environmental Leadership – sponsored by 
the Cawthron Institute Trust Board 
Finalists: Debs Martin, Julie McLintock, 
Seager & Sue Mason 
Winner: Julie McLintock

Heritage culture – sponsored by Wakatu 
Incorporation 
Finalists: Dramatix Theatre Development 
Trust (Lest We Forget), Harvest of Grace 
(Anglican Diocese) 
Winner: Dramatix Theatre Development Trust 
(Lest We Forget)

Schools – sponsored by Resene 
Finalists: Waimea Intermediate, Greenwood 
Kindergarten, Mapua School Tane’s Ark 
Winner: Mapua School Tane’s Ark

Sustainable Design – sponsored by Arrow 
International 
Finalists: Powered Living, Judith Ritchie, 
Woollaston Estate 
Winner: Judith Ritchie

Best Use of Renewable Energy – sponsored 
by EECA 
Finalists: Sola Nelson, Solar Rosa Home 
Winner: Solar Rosa Home

Rural – sponsored by Landcare  
Research NZ 
Finalists: Lindy Kelly, Woollaston Estate 
Winner: Lindy Kelly

A total of 59 entries were received this year. 
Prizes range in value from $500 to $1000.
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Fiona McConnochie
Solicitor
265a Queen Street, Richmond 
(opposite the Public Library)
Ph: 03 543 8301 
Email: fiona@fvm.co.nz

Providing professional legal assistance  
in all commercial & trust matters

A champion of the bay
Harry Holmwood, retired dairy farmer, former Golden Bay Community Board Chairman and staunch 
supporter of the Medical Centre, was one of the driving forces in Golden Bay. He died recently after 
a short illness, aged 65.  
Harry’s ancestors had put down roots in the bay in 1918, originally farming at East Takaka.  Harry 
and wife Dianne farmed at Patons Rock.

In 1986 he was elected as a Councillor on the old Golden Bay County Council, which 
merged into the Tasman District Council three years later. Harry stood successfully for the 
Community Board in 1992, becoming Chair three years later. He served on the board until 
2004 – 12 years in total.  

He may have been part of the local body structure, but Harry could be a formidable 
critic of the Council, or a government department, when he disagreed with decisions. 
Former Tasman Councillor Noel Riley describes Harry as “strong in his views” and a 
straight customer: “black and white – no grey … you do it once and do it right or 
you don’t do it at all.”

Harry and Dianne sold most of their property in 2006. The couple then decided to share 
their extensive collection of machinery and memorabilia – both farm and kitchen – with 
the public, creating the Patons Rock Steam Museum. (Harry had worked at the Takaka 
Dairy Factory when he was younger, and gained his steam ticket in 1977.) 

Noel Riley says many community groups benefited from Harry’s fundraising, 
including senior citizens, the medical centre, the aerodrome committee, collectible 
cars group and steam enthusiasts. 

“He was one of the most astute fundraisers I’ve ever seen – if you had a dollar in 
your pocket he could get it.” 

While not formally trained with machinery, Harry was “as good an engineer as 
I’ve ever seen”, says Noel.

Present Councillor Paul Sangster recalls that at one stage the medical centre 
in Takaka needed $70,000 for extensions. Harry raised the money in less than 
seven months.

He was a superb motivator of people, and “never negative … never a growler”, 
says Paul.  If you had a problem, Harry would try to find a way through it. He 
would gently remind you of a task to be done, rather than criticise. 

“He was very good to work with because of that positiveness.” 
Dianne and Harry Holmwood.



PAGE 8

Septic tanks, sumps, grease traps and other liquid waste

Environmentally safe waste disposal specialists

Motueka (03) 528-7349 
Richmond (03) 543-8248

Fax (03) 543-8247
Email sales@sepclean.co.nz

PO Box 3389, Richmond

Freephone 0800 725 326

pro ‘active
more people, more active, more often

NZCT Nelson Sportsperson 
of the Year Awards
Wednesday 7 December 2011
Guest Speaker: Sarah Ulmer - Olympic 
Cycling Gold Medallist
MC: Nick Tansley - well known TV and radio 
personality 
Tickets: $85 including 
3-course meal. 

Phone Sport Tasman on 
Ph. 03 546 7910 for more 
information.

Marquee Available
Are you hosting 
an event and need 
a marquee? They 
provide great sun 
and rain protection. 
Sport Tasman has 
marquees available, for more information  
Ph. 03 538 0072 or e-mail  
stadium@sporttasman.org.nz

What’s On at Richmond 
Recreation Centre
Sit and Be Fit (Level 1)
Easy seated exercise with balance options 
included. Social time afterwards with cuppa 
tea and food.
When: Fridays 11.15 am – 12 noon
Cost: $4.00 casual
Call Sport Tasman on Ph. 03 544 3955.

“New” Ease in2 Cycling 
Team up with Sport Tasman to exercise 
outside in our beautiful region, you will.....
•	 Gain	confidence	on	your	bike
•	 Gain	or	brush	up	on	you	cycling	skills
•	 Meet	new	friends
•	 Learn	practical	maintenance	for	your	bike
•	 Learn	about	correct	stretching	after	your	

ride and then join in the social hot drink 
and eats afterwards.

When: Wednesdays, meet at 1.00 pm outside 
Richmond Recreation Centre and Town Hall, 
on Cambridge Street.

What’s On at Saxton Stadium
Saxton Cross Training Circuit
Are you ready for the next Sport Tasman 
challenge? This cross training circuit will test 
you well.
When: Tuesday evenings 6.00 pm - 7.00 pm
Cost: $6 per session

Core Balance
Workouts focus first on developing strength 
through the core of the body, the back, 
abdomen and hips. This provides a foundation 
to continue working the rest of the body. 
When: Thursday evenings 6.30 pm - 7.30 pm
Cost: $6 per session or $45.00 (10 session 
concession card) 
Call Sport Tasman on Ph. 03 538 0072.

What’s On at Motueka 
Recreation Centre
Holiday programmes
Don’t miss out on this popular Sport Tasman 
program. Run from 19 December 2011 until 
27 January 2012, get in quick as places are 
limited. High flyers 9-13 years. Kiwi flyers and 
Awesome Antics 5-13 Years. WINZ subsidies 
available. CYF approved.
Hours: 8.30 am – 4.00 pm daily 
Location: Weka House, Old Wharf Road, Motueka 
Contact: Libby Brown Ph. 03 528 8228 or 
e-mail libby.b@sporttasman.org.nz

Shape up for summer!
Join the MRC gym and receive a free towel 
and drink bottle. Discounts for students and 
60+. Personal trainer available. Come and see 
the friendly Sport Tasman team at MRC for 
more information.

Christmas in the park!
This is one of Sport Tasman’s most  
popular events. 
When: Saturday 3 December 2011,  
3.00 pm - 7.30 pm
Where: Goodman Park, Old Wharf Road, Motueka
Cost: Gold coin donation
Come down and enjoy the entertainment 
with Santa!

Great sun and rain 
protection for your event

Sport Tasman is a Charitable Trust that operates across Nelson, Tasman, 
Marlborough, Buller and Kaikoura regions
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397 HIGH STREET MOTUEKA.
PHONE: 03 528 8888

IS YOUR WATER SAFE?
Get the BEST from your water!

Take the WORST out of it!
• Water Purifi cation

• Filtration
• UV Sterilisers

• Giarda Filters
• Water Softening

WATER TESTING SERVICE 
AVAILABLE.

TASMAN BAY

The specialists in design, supply and installation of domestic & horticultural irrigation, drainage,  
effluent & septic systems, pumps, water harvesting & tanks and water treatment & filtration.

WRITE CHOICES
NEWS FROM THE TASMAN DISTRICT LIBRARIES

Holiday season hours
All Tasman District Libraries will be closed 
over the holiday season on:

•	Monday	26	December	2011

•	Tuesday	27	December	2011

•	Monday	2	January	2012

•	Tuesday	3	January	2012

We’ll be open our usual hours the rest of the 
holiday season.

Meet an author with a 
Kiwi connection to the 
Downton Abbey lifestyle
Carol Henderson’s grandmother, Grace, 
lived an extravagant Downton Abbey –type 
lifestyle in the early part of the 20th century. 

In her book Searching for Grace, Carol 
describes her quest to find out about her 
grandmother and the discovery of her 
adventurous lifestyle.

Come and hear Carol talk about her book at 
Richmond Library on Monday 12 December 
2011 at 7.30 pm.

Be a legend – Read/
Kia Māia – Kōrerotia he 
pukapuka  
Our popular annual summer reading 
programme is almost here!

For Tasman District residents aged between 
5 and 12 years who want to earn rewards 

by reading over the summer holidays, the 
programme runs from Monday 12  December 
2011 – Friday 27 January 2012.

Richmond and Murchison  Libraries– online 
applications will be available from the library 
website www.taslib.govt.nz from 9.30 am 
Monday 12 December 2011.

Motueka & Takaka Libraries - register in 
person at your library from 9.30 am Monday 
12 December 2011.

Places are limited at each library so be sure to 
get in early. 

Library staff look forward to helping you 
become a reading legend!

Reading gives you power / Kei te kōrerotanga 
pukapuka te kaha 

Kick back with  
a good book! 
From 12  December 2011 – 27 January 2012 
current Garin, Waimea College and Motueka 
High students can borrow a book from 
Richmond or Motueka Libraries and enter our 
draw to win a school canteen voucher for 2012.

Maximum one entry per day. Check it out!

What’s On
Tiny Tots at Richmond Library
Join us for our final preschool programmes of 
the year on Tuesday 6   &  13 December 2011 
at 10.00 am.

Songs, rhymes and stories for under 2s and 
their caregivers. Free family fun.

Christmas storytime at Takaka Library
Stories, songs and craft for families. 
Thursday 22 December 2011, 10.30 am – 
11.30 am. For 4 - 9 year olds. Preschoolers 
welcome with an adult

Takaka Christmas parade
Come and join the library procession on 
Saturday 17 December 2011.

Our theme – ‘Be a Legend.’

Babbling books! at Motueka Library
After a very successful first meeting, 
Motueka Public Library will be continuing 
with a monthly bookgroup meeting.  The 
group will meet again on the 5 December 
2011 at 5.30 pm.  All welcome.

For more details contact Sandee on Ph. 
03 528 1047.

Christmas storytime at Motueka Library 
on Tuesday 20 December 2011, 11.00 am 

For 4-10 year olds. Numbers are limited to 
40, no bookings required.  

Looking for some 
holiday relaxation?
Your library has a huge range of choices 
for you. Whether it’s the latest bestsellers, 
magazines and DVDs or your all-time 
favourite authors, there’s something for 
everyone at your local library. Head in now 
to stock up on your holiday entertainment. 

Or check out your e-books at the library 
website www.taslib.govt.nz  

Your library – your connection to other worlds.

pro ‘active
more people, more active, more often
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24 Hour Assistance – Phone your local office

Richmond 03 543 8400
Murchison 03 523 1013

Motueka 03 528 2022
Takaka 03 525 0020

Tasman Newsline The Mag is produced by Dry Crust Communications for Tasman 
District Council and is printed by Printhouse on recycled/recyclable paper. For 
advertising and editorial enquiries please contact Dry Crust on phone 03 544 4975 
or fax 03 544 4951.

COMMUNITY NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

Draft Tasman Passenger Transport Plan 
2012-2015 Released
The Tasman Regional Passenger Transport Plan 2012-2015 is now 
available for public consultation. 

The purpose of the Draft Regional Passenger Transport Plan is to get 
feedback on passenger transport services, for example subsidy of the 
Total Mobility Scheme and the Late Late Bus in Tasman District. Your 
views will help guide the Regional Transport Committee’s decision-
making prior to the final Passenger Transport Plan being adopted in 
January 2012. 

The proposals are contained in two documents:

•	 A	summary,	which	was	included	in	the	4	November	2011	edition	of	
Newsline that was circulated to all households in the Tasman District. 

•	 The	full	document	which	outlines	in	greater	detail	the	services	the	
Council is intending to provide along with how they will be funded. 

The above documents are available for viewing on Council’s website at 
www.tasman.govt.nz and during normal office hours at the following 
Tasman District Council offices:

•	 Richmond	Office,	189	Queen	Street,	Richmond

•	 Motueka	Office,	7	Hickmott	Place,	Motueka

•	 Takaka	Office,	78	Commercial	Street,	Takaka

•	 Murchison	Office,	92	Fairfax	Street,	Murchison

And libraries:

•	 District	Library,	Queen	Street,	Richmond

•	 Motueka	Library,	Pah	Street,	Motueka

•	 Takaka	Memorial	Library,	Junction	Street,	Takaka.

Submissions to the Draft Regional Passenger Transport Plan must be 
received by 10.00 am on Monday 5 December 2011. Please post to:

Submissions on Draft Regional Passenger Transport Plan  
2012-2015

Tasman District Council

Private Bag 4

Richmond 7050

Or deliver to your local Tasman District Council office; or email to robyn.
scherer@tasman.govt.nz. 

Submission forms are available on Council’s website. 

Should submitters wish to also present their submissions to the Regional 
Transport Committee in person, submissions will be heard on Friday 16 
December 2011.

PUBLIC NOTICES

Notice from the Rotoiti District Community Council 
Rubbish disposal in the Lake Rotoiti/St Arnaud area:
If you have a property that you rent out or make available to family/friends, 
could you please ensure that you supply the appropriate rubbish disposal bags 
and recycling container, with clear instructions on the importance of the use of 
them. Unofficial bags will not be picked up by collectors and therefore cause a 
problem that others have to deal with in an effort to keep our village clean.

Rates Rebate Scheme 
The Rates Rebate Scheme operates under the Rates Rebate Act 1973. The 
purpose of the Scheme is to provide a subsidy to low income home owners on 
the cost of their rates. The maximum rebate for the 2011-2012 year is $580.00.
You must be the legal ratepayer for the property that was your home on  
1 July 2011. You will need to supply proof of all income for the year ending  
31 March 2011.
This can be through: a summary of earnings or income confirmation from IRD; 
income confirmation from WINZ; investment of earning statements for the 
tax year; statement of earnings from your employer. If you are self employed 
a personal tax summary as at 31 March 2011 or a complete set of business 
accounts are required. Business losses are not considered in the application.
The application forms can be collected from the Tasman District Council Office 
or any of its Service Centres. On the front of the form is a matrix showing rates 
in relation to income. Check this to see if you are eligible for a rebate before 
completing an application.

Ulysses Motorcycle Club – Annual Toy Run 
The Ulysses Motorcycle Club in conjunction with the Salvation Army is holding 
the annual Toy Run in support of disadvantaged children on Saturday 3 
December 2011. About 350 bikes will leave the Papps car park in Richmond at 
11.00 am, proceeding up Queen Street, along Salisbury Road, through Stoke 
and along Waimea Road before heading to the Trafalgar Centre in Nelson. 

The police will provide patrol cars to lead and follow the parade but motorists 
should be aware that this special event will cause minor delays.
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COUNCIL MEETINGS 
RESOURCE CONSENTS
The Council has received applications for resource consents, which have 
been publicly notified in The Nelson Mail. The applications and supporting 
information may be examined in any Council office. The full public notice may 
be found online at Council’s website (www.tasman.govt.nz). Any person may 
make a submission on the applications in accordance with Section 96 of the 
Resource Management Act 1991. Submission forms are available from Council 
offices and on Council’s website. Please note that the following is an abridged 
advisory notice only.

Applicant: Nelson Pine Industries Limited (NPIL).
Location: 520 Lower Queen Street, Richmond.
Consent Type, Application Number and Proposal:
Discharge to Air (Application RM100651): 
Renewal of the discharge to air permit for discharges resulting from the 
manufacture of medium density fibreboard (MDF), veneer and laminated 
veneer lumber (LVL) and associated activities on Nelson Pine Industries 
Limited (NPIL) site.
The discharges include the following:
•	 Products	of	combustion	from	the	on-site	boilers	and	machinery;
•	 Volatile	organic	compounds	(VOCs)	from	the	fibre	dryer	cyclones	and	the	

heated continuous presses;
•	 Water	vapour	emissions	and	wood	extractives	from	the	fibre	dryer	cyclones	

and log conditioning baths;
•	 Fugitive	emissions	from	processes	on	site;
•	 Particulates	including	fibre,	sawdust,	wood	extractives,	and	wood	

degradation products from both point source and fugitive discharges.
Discharge of Stormwater to Water (Application RM110122)
Discharge of stormwater from the NPIL site to Waimea Inlet and Penny 
Farthing Stream.
Hazardous Facility (Application RM110121)
To use and store hazardous substances associated with the operation of the 
NPIL site.

Submissions due: 4.30 pm on Friday 16 December 2011.

Agendas and Minutes for Council Meetings can be 
viewed on Council’s website at www.tasman.govt.nz

Commissioner Hearing (P & M Hill)
Tasman Council Chambers, 189 Queen Street, Richmond, Monday  
5 December 2011, 10.30 am. No public forum

Joint Shareholders Committee, followed by Civil Defence Emergency 
Management
Wangapeka Room, 189 Queen Street, Richmond, Monday 5 December 2011, 
9.00 am. No public forum

Engineering Services Committee
Tasman Council Chambers, 189 Queen Street, Richmond, Thursday  
8 December 2011, 9.30 am. Public forum

Environment and Planning Subcommittee (B Beuke)
Tasman Council Chambers, 189 Queen Street, Richmond, Monday  
12 December 2011, 9.30 am. No public forum

Golden Bay Community Board
Golden Bay Office, 78 Commercial Street, Takaka, Tuesday 13 December 
2011, 9.00 am. Public forum

Motueka Community Board
Motueka Office, 7 Hickmott Place, Motueka, Tuesday 13 December 2011, 
4.00 pm. Public forum

Full Council
Tasman Council Chambers, 189 Queen Street, Richmond, Thursday  
15 December 2011, 9.30 am. Public forum

Regional Transport Committee
Tasman Council Chambers, 189 Queen Street, Richmond, Friday  
16 December 2011, 9.30 am. No public forum
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•	Thinking	treework?	Think	Treescape
•	Qualified	and	fully	insured	arborists
•	No	job	too	big	or	too	small
•	Safe,	efficient	and	competitive
•	24	Hour	emergency	call	out	

Call us for a quote today: 
0800 Treework (873 396) 
Cell 0274 777 154
Email dominicw@treescape.co.nz 
www.treescape.co.nz

tree and vegetat ion management special is ts

Raft race fuelled by fun
Old-school “river rat” Graham Durrant keeps 
a raft propped up against the shed at home, 
hauling it out for a trip down the Motueka 
River once in a while. He used to be a regular 
in the annual raft race, and is delighted at its 
revival last February – although duties with 
the Ngatimoti Rural Fire Force meant he had to 
watch others paddle his craft. 

“We generally hosed them down at the start 
and gave them a good cooling off,” he says.

The family raft is 200-litre drums in a steel 
framework – unlikely to receive a call-up from 
Team New Zealand. “It’s built for comfort and 
getting a suntan.” 

About 30 rafts took to the river this year, and 
the event was “very well-received – good clean 
fun,” says Graham. In the race’s heyday in the 
1970s close to 100 rafts competed, and the 
longer route took more than five hours, he says. 

The event was originally organised by the 
Pokororo Men’s Club, then taken over by 
the Lions. It went into recess in the 1980s, 
although sporadic events took place. 

Our Town Motueka has now revived the race 
– complete with prizes – partly to give local 
businesses a fun outing amid their busy 
summer trading. 

Next year’s race, on Waitangi Day, Monday 
6 February 2012,  starts at noon on the east 
bank of the river about 300m from Alexandra 
Bridge. Rafts then meander or sprint – 
whichever takes their fancy – down the river, 
over a couple of small rapids. Crews can 
expect to be targeted by water guns. (An old 
umbrella is useful protection.) 

Spectators are encouraged to bring along 
food and drink for a riverside picnic.

The first rafts arrive to the finish line under 
the Motueka Bridge about 4.00 pm, and 
all have to be off the river by 6.00 pm. The 
celebrations and prizegiving will be well 
underway by then, featuring Radio Nelson, 
entertainers, and lots of good food and drink.  

Local businesses have donated prizes, 
including for the best turned out craft. 

Entry numbers are limited to 40 and close 
on Friday 28 January 2012. 

Crew-members must be 18 years and over. 
For more information or to register contact 
Jacqui Taylor at Our Town Motueka on Ph. 03 
528 4488.

Tasman District Council provides support “in 
kind” for the raft race.

The well kitted-out General Lee in the 2011 race. 




