
Newsline
K e e p i n g  y o u  i n f o r m e d  a b o u t  n e w s  a n d  e v e n t s  i n  T a s m a n  D i s t r i c t

1 FEBRUARY 2013 • ISSUE 291

Moutere Hills Community Centre  P.2 Algae testing to safeguard rivers  P.4 Schools are back – road safety  P.8

Ph
ot

o:
 C

ho
co

la
te

D
og

Ph
ot

og
ra

ph
y.

co
.n

z

Have you seen the  
Great White Butterfly?
Tasman residents are being asked to look for Great White Butterfly 
caterpillars and eggs in their gardens to support a multi-agency 
attempt to clear New Zealand of the major pest. The butterfly has 
recently been found in Richmond. 

The Great White Butterfly’s caterpillars and eggs are mostly found in 
clusters on plants they favour, particularly nasturtiums, honesty and 
brassica vegetables, including broccoli and cabbage. 

The caterpillars are speckled black and greyish-green with three yellow 
lines along their bodies and grow up to 50 mm long. The butterfly’s tiny 
yellow eggs are found in clusters of 30 to100. 

Please report any finds of Great White Butterfly caterpillars and eggs  
to the Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) hotline 0800 80 99 66. 

The Great White Butterfly is a threat to commercial and home brassica 
vegetable crops, and to endangered native cresses. Its caterpillars feed 
voraciously on host plants, reducing them to a skeleton. 

The butterfly species has been spreading since it was first found in  
a Nelson garden in 2010.

Tasman District Council is supporting a Department of Conservation-
led attempt to eradicate the pest butterfly by providing Geographic 
Information System (GIS) expertise, along with help from Nelson City 

Council, MPI and Vegetables  
New Zealand. 

The eradication work is being carried 
out by a team from Entecol Ltd led by 
Nelson ecologist Richard Toft, under 
contract to DOC.

The field team extended its searches  
of gardens for the pest butterfly  
to Richmond after the first reports  
of finding came in at the start of January 2013. 

DOC Motueka Area Manager Martin Rodd says the high level of support 
being received from Tasman residents for the Great White Butterfly 
programme is very much appreciated. It includes reporting suspected 
finds of the pest and support for removing and managing infestations 
on properties. 

Eradication involves physical removal of caterpillars and eggs and,  
as necessary, applying an organic insecticide to host plants. 

Please support this search and eradication programme to stop the 
Great White Butterfly becoming a serious pest in New Zealand. The best 
chance for eradicating it is while it is still within a relatively limited area.
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Message from the Mayor 
In the past we have talked about the resilience of our communities 
in relation to the impact of the natural disasters that we have 
experienced in the last few years. This year I thought we were 
going to get a year off – then there was a bout of heavy showers 
that threatened, but luckily left as quick as they came.

Last Tuesday it was Moutere’s turn to feel the brunt of a local disaster. 
The fire that effectively destroyed the function room in the busy 
Community Centre has hit the heart of the community. Not only is it 
home to the many activities that bring the Moutere residents together 
to form the fabric of the village, the Centre is a showcase venue for 
other events that bring people to the ‘hills’ and the surrounding valleys.

It was easy to see the devastation physically and emotionally when  
I arrived that day. The wreckage of a community asset and the cruel 
blow to people’s plans were immediately apparent – however,  
so was the industry of those close to the Centre. Yes, there was an 
element of grief regarding the damage, but that soon passed. The 
most important job at hand was making arrangements to keep the 

bookings alive, to find alternative venues and 
ensure as few plans as possible were disrupted. 
All done surrounded by the smell of burnt 
building; this is resilience.

We will work with the management 
committee to help in the immediate 
aftermath, and work through the restoration 
process as soon as possible. In the meantime 
Moutere Hills is pulling together to keep the 
fabric of their community spirit alive.

Your ongoing support is needed too – 
go to the events, offer assistance 
if you can. This is what Tasman 
is all about.

Mayor Richard Kempthorne
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NBS RICHMOND. 207 QUEEN STREET. 03 543 9391.
NBS MOTUEKA. 185 HIGH STREET. 03 528 1111.
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Fresh Air for Sarau
The popular Sarau Festival will still be held at the Moutere Hills 
Community Centre says facility manager Katrina McLean, but 
with ‘a bit more fresh air’.

Instead of being indoors, event facilities will be brought on site and 
the festival will run on the fields on Sunday 3 February.

“It’s a wonderful opportunity for the community to get together.”

“It’s a very resilient community, and they’ve been so positive about 
moving forward and trying to get operational again. The planning 
team have been amazing,” Katrina said.

Other functions and events have been accommodated with 
assistance from local organisations and businesses. The majority 
of the Centre’s other programmes will remain on-site or within 
Moutere at other venues such as the Lutheran Church Hall and  
the school hall.

“Other venues have been fantastic in helping us re-house a lot  
of events,” she said.

Full details of coming events– and a regular newsletter – are available  
on www.mouterehills.org.nz

The Council is working closely with the Community Centre committee 
with regard to the insurance and re-housing of material in the short 
term. Any decisions regarding the restoration or rebuilding of the 
damaged complex is currently in the hands of the insurers and their 
assessors. The outcome and future steps will be discussed at the 
Community Services Committee on 7 February 2013. 

However, whatever the outcome it is likely that the future of 
the centre will be managed by a working group made up of 
representatives from the Management Committee and Council, said 
Community Services Chair Councillor Judene Edgar. 

“Experience shows us the best decisions tend to be made when all the 
stakeholders are around the same table. The future of the Community 
Centre would be an ideal opportunity to further that experience.”

As information comes to hand regarding the Centre’s future it will  
be relayed through Newsline and the Moutere Hills newsletter.
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Richmond – density: let’s discuss
The Council is about to begin a discussion with Richmond residents 
about the need to develop a vision for the growth and development of 
Richmond that includes opportunities for higher density development. 
The primary focus is to answer the questions, “Where and how should 
higher density residential development be managed in Richmond and 
what is the role of the Council?”

This discussion is one of a series about the opportunities for Richmond’s 
future that will be had. Residential development is but one piece of a 
redevelopment. For such redevelopment to be successful it must be 
supported or guided by related changes in other areas of the urban 
environment which could include the revitalisation of retail and business 
areas and the related amenities. These discussions will be occurring over 
the next year.

There are good reasons for Council to consider higher density development 
in Richmond into the future. Based on population growth estimations, 
demand for residential land in Richmond will continue over the next  
20 years, and this growth must be accommodated.

Greenfields, redevelopment and infill development scenarios have been 
considered across the whole of the Richmond urban residential area.

While current market demand for higher density development is 
limited, demographic trends towards an aging population and reduced 
household size are likely to result in an increase in demand for smaller 
properties. Demand for low-maintenance properties in proximity to key 
services is likely to increase over the next twenty years, also the result  
of the aging population. 

Providing for lifestyle and housing diversity is another driver for providing 
higher density development, alongside more conventional and lower 
density residential choices being 3 or 4 bedroom dwellings on allotments 
around 600m2 of land or greater.

From a planning perspective, higher density development also reduces 
demand for greenfields urban expansion. More efficient use of land, 
concentrated service infrastructure, amenities and services provision, and 
reduced transportation costs (travel distances) are recognised benefits  
of denser development. 

To create an environment where these advantages can be realised 
Council has considered thirteen criteria relevant to understanding suitable 
locations for higher density development, including ‘proximity to the 
Central Business District’, ‘economic redevelopment potential’, ‘formal 
amenity’, ‘original development age’, and ‘topographic flatness’. 

In addition to location suitability, seven forms or types of higher density 
have been considered, namely mixed use, apartments/multi-storey, 
terrace/town house, duplex or semi-attached houses, small detached 

houses, detached subsidiary dwelling, and multiple household unit. Likely 
demand for each form was also considered based on current patterns of 
market activity.

By combining the assessment of development form with an assessment  
of location suitability, the opportunities for higher density development 
was determined. All locations within Richmond have the potential to 
absorb some form of denser development appropriate to the character  
and amenity of the neighbourhood with some locations more appropriate 
than others. 

As there is a limited range of dense development forms enabled through 
development controls currently, the Council may need to consider adopting 
new methods for encouraging higher density development. 

At present, Council’s planning rules require new and innovative approaches 
to more compact housing to be viewed as discretionary or non-complying 
activities, each bringing their own sets of challenges. 

Non-regulatory methods, which work with economic principles of  
land demand and supply, can encourage the market to provide higher 
density development in chosen locations. Demand may be enhanced 
within preferred higher density locations through Council investment  
in supporting infrastructure, services, public open space, amenity values 
(including ‘greenness’) facilities, transportation networks and other 
facilities. 

Constraints on greenfields land supply will also encourage the market to make 
more efficient use of the current land supply and re-develop existing property. 
However, land supply constraints would also elevate property prices across the 
property market, contributing to a lack of affordability. 

Further investigations into other methods for achieving higher density 
development will be made throughout the discussion process.

This is an opportunity to have a say, learn more about what makes up 
future planning and/or join a community discussion about the future 
development of your town. 

There will be discussion pieces to promote feedback, online forums, talks 
and other opportunities to explore the changing expectations of how  
we live in an urban environment.

The Council will be coming out shortly with a programme of events focused 
on starting a discussion about the future planning for Richmond. This is not  
a short term process – it is the start of long view to the future.

For further information contact  
Sonya Leusink-Sladen on Ph. 03 546 0200
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Algae testing to safeguard river users
Tasman District Council plans to extend its monitoring for toxic 
algae from the five sites presently tested on the Waimea, Lee and 
Motueka Rivers.

The cyanobacteria, which can be fatal to dogs if consumed, reached 
high levels over a dry November-December 2012. However, heavy rain 
on Tuesday 15 January 2013 flushed out the waterways, making them 
safe unless there is another prolonged dry spell. 

Dogs and toddlers are the most likely to consume this material directly and 
so are most at risk. The best way for dog owners and parents/guardians 
to reduce the risk is to learn to recognise the toxic algae and avoid when 
it covers about 20% or more of the river-bed or when there are a lot of 
floating mats, says Tasman District Council resource scientist Trevor James. 

“Avoid contact when it is present at a coverage of greater than 20% or 
the mats are detaching and floating on the water surface.  The algae 
that is of most concern is relatively distinctive, forming mats (not 
filaments) that are soft, dark-coloured (black, dark green or dark brown), 
sometimes thick (over 5mm) and somewhat gelatinous.   

“The Council places warning signs at the most popular sites where the 
risk of contact with the algae growths is known to be greatest.” 

Trevor urges people to contact the Council about suspect sites.  

The information will be crucial in determining new locations for testing, 
he says.

Call in to our office at 
265A Queen Street, Richmond for  
a complete range of legal services. 

Telephone: 03 543 8301
www.fvm.co.nz 56a Gladstone Road, Richmond • Ph. 03 544 6122  

www.richmondequipment.co.nz

Stihl•toro•MasPoRt•honda•lawnmaSter •Victa

For all your outdoor power equipment needs 

Sales • service • Repairs

World Wetlands Day 2013
Global signatories to the Ramsar Wetland Convention celebrate 
‘World Wetlands Day’ each year at the start of February – and this 
year’s event takes place on the 6 February 2013. New Zealand is one 
of over 100 countries that have signed the Convention, which means 
we have got a responsibility to support the ‘wise use of wetlands’  
as well as conserve their structural and biological diversity.

As part of this annual celebration, Fish & Game New Zealand in the 
Nelson Marlborough Region would like to remind all Tasman land 
owners of the freshwater biodiversity advice service it has available  
in the region. Freshwater biodiversity advice can include assistance  
on developing or enhancing wetlands, managing stream crossings 
without affecting fish passage, or enhancing your local stream. Fish 
& Game would therefore like to hear from any landowners who have 

an interest in improved stream-bank management and water quality, 
maintaining or improving fish passage through culverts or fords, and  
in particular the creation or enhancement of any wetlands. Water is 
rapidly becoming the ‘new gold’ in New Zealand, and it is important  
we all manage it wisely – re-integrating wetlands into the landscape  
can contribute towards this wise future management.

The service is provided free of charge and can include an onsite visit, 
provision of information and advice on the practicalities of any projects, 
assessment of other opportunities, and potential funding contributors 
for some projects. Any interested landowners are encouraged to 
contact their local Fish & Game office and speak to Field Officer  
Rhys Barrier, in Richmond on Ph. 03 5446382, or Email him at  
rbarrier@fishandgame.org.nz

Cyanobacteria on the surface of a river stone.
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Kitchen table and 
butterflies at Murchison 
Area School
An unusual garden at Murchison Area School that nurtures 
butterflies and vegetables is the winner of the Tasman 
District Council Eco-Champion Award 2012.

In 2011 the school started a Horticulture option with Year 9 and 10 
students. The course had previously been available, but run through 
correspondence and didn’t involve any actual gardening. 

The current option is run by local man Chris Parkinson, who adopted 
a space within the school’s grounds that was previously a butterfly 
garden. His brief was to create a course for the students that 
incorporated both butterflies and vegetables. The students researched 
companion gardening, gardening methods, soils and fertilisers. Over 
the two years that the garden has run, they have experimented with 
many different planting and fertilising combinations. 

The garden is currently growing a mix of flowers and veggies, so the 
kitchen table benefits along with the butterflies.

Navigation safety
“On the whole, the navigation safety team has been very impressed 
with the seamanship and consideration for others shown by most 
boaties this summer” said Steve Hainstock, Tasman’s Harbourmaster.

Although no licence is required to operate a recreational boat in 
New Zealand, all skippers are responsible under law for the safety of 
their vessel and crew and part of that is knowing the rules that apply. 
Brochures summarising the rules and giving local advice are available 
from any Council office and most boat ramps, or visit the boating and 
fishing pages at www.tasman.govt.nz

Despite a national TV campaign many boaties still don’t appear to be 
getting the message about carrying a lifejacket at all times. Half of the 
boating fatalities in NZ in the first ten months of 2012 would probably 
have survived if they had been wearing their lifejacket. 

The ability to call for help is also very important, so remember to always carry 
two waterproof means of communication. A GPS-equipped personal locator 
beacon or EPIRB and a waterproof VHF radio are the best, but flares and even 
your cellphone in a sealed bag in your pocket may be the difference.

Enjoy the rest of the summer boating  
conditions, warm water and  
long days, and take care  
out there.

100 days before we are  
fully digital
There is just over two months to go until Tasman goes digital  
on 28 April 2013.

Over the last 18 months Going Digital has been working across the 
region to make sure everyone knows what they have to do to be able  
to keep watching TV after 28 April this year.

The latest figures show that nearly nine out of 10 households in Tasman 
have gone digital, but the rest will be without TV if they do not take 
action soon.

You do not need a new TV to go digital but 
many people will need new equipment such 
as a set-top box, UHF aerial or satellite dish.

There is assistance available to those people 
most likely to face the greatest technical and 
financial barriers when making the switch. 
Those eligible for assistance should have 
received a letter from Going Digital.

Time is fast running out for people in Tasman 
who still need to go digital. If you have any 
questions go to www.goingdigital.co.nz

green spaces Facilities management reFuse & recYcling

smart solutions by qualified professionals

water & wastewater

TAKING CARE OF YOUR ENVIRONMENT

•	 Landscaping,	tree	pruning	and	lawn	care
•	 Carpentry	and	light	mechanical	engineering
•	 Refuse	and	recycling
•	 Water	pipe	tracing	and	leak	detection

0800 635 622 • www.nelmac.co.nz

Scan	this	
QR	Code	
with	your	
smartphone	
to	find	out	
more.
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Writechoices
NEWS FROM THE TASMAN DISTRICT LIBRARIES

We can provide every service and option, and 
leave you with memories of a lifetime of love.

03 544 4400 • www.wrfs.co.nz

Affordable Professional Funerals

Check our new site out for yourself at www.tasmanlibraries.govt.nz

Happy New Year
Happy New Year to you all and welcome to the first 
Library Page for 2013.
We hope you managed to grab a few days off over 
the busy summer holidays to enjoy some relaxing 
reading, watching or listening.
Remember you can get the latest bestsellers, 
DVDs and magazines at your local library. Plus 
our increasingly extensive range of e-books are 
available to you free as a Tasman library customer.
We look forward to seeing you in the library over 
the next 12 months. 

Book launch at Takaka Library
Come along to Takaka Library on Saturday 16 
February 2013 at 10.30 am and celebrate the launch 
of Bianca Diaz’s book Your Soul is Like a Seed. 
Bianca wrote and illustrated her book for children 
and parents alike. It explains our experience of life 
and death through the journey of a little seed.
Bianca’s book is available from Take Note and 
Mudfaery Menagerie in Takaka. Or you can 
purchase a copy online – just Google the title.

Public holiday hours
All Tasman libraries will be closed on Monday  
4 February 2013 for Nelson Anniversary Day and 
Wednesday 6 February 2013 for Waitangi Day.

E-readers – get started today
Are you planning to buy an e-reader but you’re not 
sure which one’s right for you? Or do you already 
have an e-reader and want to find out how to 
borrow e-books from the library?
We have two options for you to find out about 
e-readers and get started with the library’s e-books.

Book into one of the classes at Richmond Library 
or make an appointment at Motueka Library. 
E-reader courses at Richmond Library 
Our next classes are on Wednesday 6 March 2013, 
10.00 am – 12.00 pm and Friday 22 March 2013, 
10.00 am – 12.00 pm. Numbers are limited.  
Ph. 03 543 8500 to book your place. 
E-reader courses at Motueka Library
From 1 – 28 February 2013. Contact Anne Swann 
on Ph. 03 528 1047 to make an appointment. 
Spaces are limited so don’t delay. Become an 
e-book reader today.

International Teens’ author 
visiting Richmond Library 
Fans of Joseph Delaney, author of the popular 
scary Spooks series, will be able to meet him  
in person at Richmond Library on Tuesday  
19 February 2013, 3.30 pm – 5.00 pm.
The Spooks series (aka The Wardstone Chronicles) 
follows the adventures of Thomas Ward, a 
young apprentice, who learns how to keep the 
county safe from evil.  Encountering witches, 
boggarts, and ancient creatures is all part of his 
apprenticeship. In each book Thomas learns more 
about his second sight and how important it will 
be once he becomes a Spook like his master. 
Joseph Delaney will also talk about the 
forthcoming movie, The Seventh Son, based on 
the first part of the Chronicles and starring  
Jeff Bridges, Ben Barnes and Julianne Moore.  
The Spooks books will be available for purchase 
and signing at the event.
Entry is free but numbers are limited.  
Ph. 03 543 8500 to book your place.

Homework Help courses at 
Richmond Library
Are you sick of Googling for information for 
homework and assignments and getting 
thousands of hits? Need to find some easy-to-use 
reliable sources on the internet? 
Come to one of our Homework Help sessions. 
Learn how to use the totally reliable, user-friendly 
Homework Help e-resources available from 
Tasman library’s website.
For information on courses in March 2013  
visit the library website Events page at  
www.tasmanlibraries.govt.nz
Places are limited so Ph. 03 543 8500 today  
to book your place.

Tiny Tots returns!
Our popular children’s programmes are back 
from 10 February 2013. Visit the library website 
Featured Events page to find out when your local 
library’s children’s programmes resume.

Questions of 
Travel 
by Michelle  
de Krester

New in the library

Prince William:  
Born to be King 
by Penny Junor
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Public Notices
Tasman District Council Navigation Safety Bylaw
Reservation of Kerr Bay Lake Rotoiti, 15 and  
16 February 2013.
The Maitahi Outrigger Canoe Club will be holding a regatta at Lake Rotoiti 
between 4.30 pm and 8.00 pm on Friday 15 February 2013 and between  
8.00 am and 3.00 pm on Saturday 16 February 2013.

Pursuant to powers provided to the Harbourmaster by the Tasman District 
Council Navigation Safety Bylaw, a speed-limit uplifting has been granted 
and most of Kerr Bay, including the water ski access lane, swimming area and 
those areas of water adjacent to the launching ramps and beach has been 
reserved for the event.

For the dates and times detailed above, the organisers of the Nelson Lakes 
Tuna e Hoe Ana shall have exclusive use of the area defined above. Vessels 
wishing to transit through or enter the reserved area during the event may  
do so only after consulting with an event marshal in person or on VHF channel 
17, and then may only do so when, and under such conditions that the event 
organisers may specify.

Other lake users are encouraged to use the ramp and beaches of West Bay for 
access during the event. Persons wishing to waterski should perform deep water 
starts outside of the reserved area while the reservation is in force. Powered 
vessel operators are also reminded to give way to waka ama and avoid causing 
unnecessary risk with vessel wakes outside of this area.

Other conditions have been imposed and may be viewed at  
www.tasman.govt.nz /recreation/boating-fishing/special-events-and-activities.

Council Meetings 
Agendas and Minutes for Council Meetings can be viewed  
on Council’s website at www.tasman.govt.nz

Community Services Committee
Tasman Council Chambers, 189 Queen Street, Richmond,  
Thursday 7 February 2013, 9.30 am. Public forum

Communications Subcommittee
Tasman Council Chambers, 189 Queen Street, Richmond,  
Thursday 7 February 2013 at conclusion of Community Services or  
1.30 pm. No public forum

Golden Bay Community Board
Takaka Bowling Club, Hiawatha Lane, Takaka,  
Tuesday 12 February 2013, 9.00 am. Public forum

Motueka Community Board
7 Hickmott Place, Motueka, Tuesday 12 February 2013, 4.00 pm.  
Public forum

Engineering Services Committee
Tasman Council Chambers, 189 Queen Street, Richmond,  
Thursday 14 February 2013, 9.30 am. Public forum

Commissioner Hearing (Nelson Pine Industries)
Tasman Council Chambers, 189 Queen Street, Richmond,  
Monday 18 February 2013, 10.30 am. No public forum

Full Council
Tasman Council Chambers, 189 Queen Street, Richmond,  
Thursday 21 February 2013, 9.30 am. Public forum

Commercial Subcommittee
Tasman Council Chambers, 189 Queen Street, Richmond,  
Friday 22 February 2013, 9.30 am. No public forum

24 Hour Assistance – Phone your local office

Richmond 03 543 8400
Murchison 03 523 1013

Motueka 03 528 2022
Takaka 03 525 0020

Tasman Newsline is produced by Dry Crust Communications for Tasman District 
Council and is printed by Printhouse on recycled/recyclable paper.  
For advertising and editorial enquiries please contact Dry Crust on phone  
03 544 4975 or fax 03 544 4951.

Water Right For Sale
Up to 10Ha Wai-iti Water Zone.
Expressions of interest over $3500ha invited
Contact 03 542 4293 evenings
(see notes below)

Important Note  
The advertisement above has a number of factors that must be taken into 
account by people considering acquiring the offered water rights actually 
now called water permits.

Notes supporting the advertisement above
Once the Consent Holder successfully identifies a potential buyer of the 
allocation in this case various actions are required involving the Council. 
A transfer, including a part transfer, of a water permit authorising the taking and 
use of water is provided under Section 136(2) of the Resource Management Act 
1991 (“the Act”) and requires notice in writing from both parties to be provided 
to the Council. 
In this case the current Consent Holder and the buyer must apply jointly for 
resource consent to transfer the allocation “site-to-site” to the new site which 
must be located in the Wai-iti Dam Service Zone (WDSZ) and there are a number 
of conditions attached to such a transfer.
A transfer site-to-site (including a transfer for a limited period) in the WDSZ is 
provided for under Tasman Resource Management Plan (TRMP) Rule 31.1.7.1  
as a Controlled Activity if: 
(a) Both the point of take to be transferred and the new point of take are within 

the WDSZ.
(b) The sum of any new quantities authorised as a result of the transfer does 

not exceed the original amount authorised to be taken.
(c) There is no more than 0.25 metre additional drawdown in groundwater 

level for any adjacent authorised groundwater take. This requirement need 
not apply provided the owner of any affected bore agrees in writing to 
some other drawdown effect.

Note: Regarding (c), groundwater users are required to provide a pump test 
for their bore that demonstrates their bore is capable of yielding the allocated 
water. This testing and a report to Council is at the consent holder’s expense. 
If the transfer site-to-site is approved the new person’s property is tagged as a 
shareholder in the Wai-iti Community Water Augmentation Scheme (WCWAS). It 
is the development of this WCWAS that enables consideration and processing of 
transfers and new consents such as this in the Wai-iti Dam Service Zone. 
The application for a transfer site-to-site also has a set fee.
In addition, all consent holders are invoiced under Section 36 of the Act annual 
charges relating to their water permit and the operation of the water meter 
database. New consent holders need to be aware of these ongoing costs 
relating to water permits. 
Finally, all WDSZ consents have a common expiry date of 31 May 2016 and will 
require renewal in February 2016. Applications are likely to involve a deposit of 
$500 with renewal unlikely to be problematic in this zone. 
Please contact Council staff if you have any questions.
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Get on your bike and have some fun
Encouraging everyone, young and old, to get on their bikes this February 
and March are the Bike Wise and Get Moving Family Fun Rides. There are 
two taking place around Tasman so dust off your bike, blow up the tyres, 
put your helmet on and come out and enjoy yourself.

Motueka – Sunday 17 February 2013
Starts at the Skate Park on Old Wharf Road at 1.00 pm. The ride is a totally 
free event. 

Richmond – Sunday 3 March 2013
There are two start locations to accommodate different ages and skill levels 
but both routes finish at the Old Domain Picnic Area on Rabbit Island.
Start location 1 – Lower Queen Street at 1.00 pm – this is suitable for 
most ages, skills and fitness levels (6.5km). Look for signs 500m from 
Lansdowne Road corner, off street parking available.
Start location 2 – ASB Aquatic Centre at 1.00 pm – this is suitable for 
more experienced cyclists with moderate fitness (15km).
Both routes will take cyclists over the new Waimea River cycle bridge on 
Tasman’s Great Taste Trail to the finish location at the Old Domain Picnic 
Area on Rabbit Island. There will be Children’s Day celebrations from  
2.00 pm – 5.00 pm at the Old Domain Picnic Area.

The new school year gets under way this week and children are 
particularly vulnerable as they travel to and from school on foot, 
and on bikes or scooters.

Many may be starting school for the first time and children are easily 
distracted by friends, surroundings and may not appreciate the dangers 
and risks.

Whether you are a driver, caregiver or student – please follow these 
simple rules and help keep everyone safe on our roads and crossings 
this school term:

20 km/h past a stationary school bus

Remember – the speed limit for passing a stationary school bus when 
children are getting on and off is 20 km per hour. This speed limit 
applies no matter which direction you are travelling in. 

Drivers – school bus incidents can happen on both high and low-speed 
roads. However, the faster your vehicle is travelling, the more likely it  
is that a child will be killed if they are hit. 75% of fatalities around  
New Zealand from school bus incidents occur on roads with a 100km/h 
speed limit. If cars were to keep to the 20 km/h speed limit there would 
be fewer incidents, fewer injuries and fewer deaths.

Parents – when dropping off or collecting your child from the school 
bus, try to do it so that you are on the same side as the bus. This will cut 
out the need for your child to cross the road. Park your car well away 
from the bus stop or other children so you don’t block drivers, children’s 
or the bus driver’s visibility. Get out of your car and meet your child  
or walk with them to the designated bus stop. 

Students – wait at the nominated bus stop area and stand well back from 
the road edge. Bus stops have usually been chosen as a safer place to 
stop. After you have got off the bus wait as far away from the road edge 
as possible, until the bus has moved away. If you need to cross the road, 
wait until the bus has driven off and you can see clearly up and down  
the road.
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Your not-so-small local company
• Septic Tanks • Bulk Collection • Grease Traps  
• Sumps • Farm Work • Drain Jetting

WasteMINZ Compliant • Quality Service • Unbeatable Value 
Freephone 0800 725 326 • www.sepclean.co.nz • sales@sepclean.co.nz

Schools are back – 
please stay alert and 
help keep everyone safe

Motorbike training & up-skilling courses for 2013
Dates for 2013 are as below, and to attend a course or for further 
information check out www.ridetolive.co.nz or contact Krista at  
Tasman District Council on Ph. 03 543 8551.

Courses cost just $20.
• Saturday 2 March 2013 – progressive course
• Saturday 9 March 2013 – scooter course
• Sunday 17 March 2013 – advanced course
• Saturday 23 March 2013 – progressive course
• Saturday 6 April 2013 – advanced course
• Saturday 27 April 2013 – scooter course  


