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National MPs are fuming after
Transport Minister Phil Tywford
declined their requests to meet
with NZTA officials, including
one from Judith Co].hns

Twyford received 38 requests
for in-person meetings with
NZTA officials between February
2018 and June 2019, he declined
eight, all from National MPs,

The others, from a mix of
Labour, Green, and National MPs
were all approved.

National Transport spokes-
person Chris Bishop said it
showed “spite” from the minister
to only decline National MPs,

Electorate MPs often request
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meetings with NZTA officials to
discuss transport projects in their
electorates and to push for con-

stituency projects.

But each of these meetings is
subject to the approval of the min-
ister of transport.

Bishop said the minister was
blocking local MPs from doing
their jobs. “The minister
shouldn’t be Preventing MPs
from talking about projects in
their local area,” he said.

Twyford demed allegations of
pol1t1c1sat10n

“Plenty of opposition MPs
have had meetings and we take it
on a case-by-case basis, just like
the former government did,”

Twyford said.
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